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Tour  Excellency,  fellovr  priests,  con*- 
freres,  relatives  and  friends  of  Father 
Lacey: 

There  is  no  moment  vhieh  so  crsrstallis^s 

the  anguish  and  absurdi  ty  of  life  for 

the  unbelierer  or  which  so  tests  the 

Hope  of  the  believer  as  the  moment  of 

the  death  and  burial  of  sooeone  we  hai^ 

kooim  and  loved*  At  this  tiii»  the  schock 

ond  grief  of  loss  tear  fray  the  curtain 

of  distraction  itfhich  we  had  plac^  b^» 

trnMSL  ourselves  and  the  tl:M>ught  of  Uiat 

last  moment  of  ovar   earthly  existence* 

tfe  are  foz*ced  to  face  the  uncomfortable 

truth  of  the  inevitability  of  our  oim 

departture  fzom  this  ^iorld*  Tlie  seven« 

teeid»h  century  French  philosopher^ 

Blaise  Pascal,  said  very  well:  ''The 

actual  danger  of  death  is  easier  to  bear 

if  one  does  not  think  of  it,  than  the 


Xoung  —  Father  lavrence  ugki     t 

mere  thotight  of  death  when  there  is  no 
danger*"  Today  we  are  face  to  face 
with  the  fact  of  deaths  with  the  thought 
of  our  own  death* 

Alt  we  are  not  hez*e  obsessed  with  feel«» 
ings  of  anxiety  and  despair  as  those 
without  Faith^  for  whoa  death  is  unreal 
and  saeanlngless  but  as  Christians  lAxos^ 
trust  in  the  promises  of  Our  Savior 
{sx)mpts  us  to  temper  our  grief  with 
confidence*  We  are  h«re  in  the  sB.wm 
church  where  Father  Lacey  served  for 
Mfveral  years «  offering  to  God  the  same 
Eucharistlc  sacrifice  on  the  same  altar 
irtiere  he  offered  it  himself  for  others 
mi  so  many  occasions*  We  turn  to  God 
at  this  time  because  there  is  no  one 
else  on  whom  we  can  rely  for  comfort, 
consolation  and  maneing« 
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It  is  rather  striking  to  consider  the 
fact  that  the  gospel  readings  in  the 
various  Masses  for  the  Dead^  whether 
tl^y  be  those  on  All  ^^ils'  Day«  at 
Anniversary  of  Daily  Kasses  or  at  the 
Mass  on  the  Day  of  Death  or  Burial 
have  all  been  selected  fro®  the  Gospel 
aeoount  of  St«  Jofaia*  Perhaps  it  is  be» 
eause  John  does  not  regard  tmion  with 
God  as  something  in  the  future  ^  as  scNse- 
thing  re8K>te^  which  begins  with  death 
and  is  consuMiiated  by  a  Last  JiKigiaent 
at  the  end  of  tiJM,  but  as  something 
which  is  present  during  life  on  earth 
-«-*  as  soi^thing  to  which  death  confers 
a  fuller  reality  but  does  not  interrupt 
cr  change*  "He  who  believes  in  the  Son 
of  God  is  not  judged^  but  he  ^o  does 
not  believe  is  already  judged**^  ^Amen 
Z  say  to  you^  he  who  hears  my  word  and 
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and  believes  him  who  sent  ae  has  life 
ererlastingt  and  does  not  come  to  Judg*^ 
o^t  but  has  passed  from  death  to  life«^ 
The  passage  from  life  to  death  is  not  a 
brusque  ehange  but  a  deepening  fulf il« 
mmoAm    For  those  wto  have  followed  Christ 
during  life,  death  simply  removes  the 
veil  from  the  face  of  the  One  whose 
hands  have  been  supporting  and  guiding 
tlUMft  St«  Jolm  stresses  this  aspect  edt 
the  Qiristian  meaning  of  death*  ^hat  is 
why  it  is  approjariate  that  we  meditate 
on  His  account  of  the  Words  of  Christ 
at  these  times  whCTi  the  thought  of  d^th 
is  paramount  in  our  idLiulSi,  is  difficult 
to  bear* 

And  t}^  Gospel  selection  which  we  have 
Just  finished  reading  is  also  intended 
to  give  us  a  fuller  appreciation  of  this 


i 
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piMiittr«  aspect  of  the  mystery  of  death* 
Our  Blessed  Lord  raised  Lazarus  from 
the  dead  at  the  prayer  of  his  sister  ^ 
Kartha  )3K^  Lazarus  returned  to  life  only 
to  die  a^dn  later «  He  was  not  granted 
tbe  gift  of  ifi^K>rtality«  The  true  sig- 
nificanee  of  this  miracle  lies  in  its 
symbolism:  *^I  am  the  resiirrection  and 
the  life;  he  ^o  believes  in  me  even  if 
he  die  shall  live;  and  \R^oever  lives  and 
believes  in  me  shall  never  die.^  For 
tl^  Christian,  death  and  resurrection^ 
life  and  iimwrtality  are  tuo  aspects 
of  the  masm  mystery* 

God  garm  to  Father  Lacey  the  warning  of 
his  approa^ing  death  as  he  was  vesting 
for  Mass  of  the  Vigil  of  Easter.  Even 
though  he  was  to  recover  from  this  sdsmrej. 
Providence  had  ordained  that  his  death 
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and  zMsurrection  to  a  new  lif  #  be  closely 
associated  with  that  of  His  Divine  Master. 
He  died  one  month  later^ 

At  the  tlBie  of  death  we  are  accustomed 
to  recall  the  lives  end  accofflplishments 
of  those  whose  passage  from  life  we 
mourn  ax^   it  is  fitting  that  we  do  bo, 
because  it  is  only  at  this  time  that  we 
can  make  a  final  Judgment  on  the  lives 
of  others  and  on  their  happiness*  Four 
hundred  years  ago^  the  philosopher 
Montaigne  wrote  in  one  of  his  Essays: 
*qiKi  canru>t  be  called  happy  until  they 
have  been  s%mi  to  pass  the  last  day  of 
their  lives^  because  of  the  uncertainty 
and  mutability  of  human  things  which  at 
a  very  alight  iaiHilse  change  from  one 
state  into  anotl^r^  or^  in  modem  tems, 
he  may  have  fouxKl  fUlfilsratit*  That  is 


Xoung  —  FATHER  LAi^RENCE  UCET       7 

because  in  this  last  Bcenm  between  death 
and  ourselves  there  is  no  ciore  counter* 
feiting*  That  is  wl^  all  the  other 
actions  of  our  life  oxight  to  be  tried 
axKi  tested  by  this  last  act#  It  is  the 
oaster^day,  it  is  the  day  that  is  jud^ 
of  all  the  rest  «»«t  We  shall  then  m&m 
i&ether  our  reasonings  Qosm  only  Sr^m 
mir  ttouth  of  tr&m  our  heart  •^ 

Zt  is  at  this  last  sioment  when  change  is 
no  longer  possible  that  we  can  truly  say 
that  a  man  has  been  faithful  to  hie 
vocation^  that  he  has  lived  up  to  his 
^MBdtfflents^  that  his  reasonings  have 
bemt  f ros  his  heart  and  not  only  from 
his  fwuth.  Lawrence  lacey  died  faithful 
to  his  vocation  as  a  Christian  which 
iMf^tn  sixty  years  ago  at  Baptian;  to  his 
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calling  as  a  aMibar  of  the  Congregation 
of  St*  Basil  which  began  forty  years 
ago  when  he  entered  the  Novitiate;  to 
his  cocsaitment  to  the  priesthood  which 
began  thirty»three  years  ago  when  he 
received  Major  Orders*  Hiere  was  no 
turning  backj^  notaking  back  in  his 
relations  with  Qod« 

As  we  revieir  his  life  it  is  significant 
to  note  that  from  the  ^^inent  of  his 
Baptise  by  Father  Michael  Christian  in 
the  Basilian  parish  of  St*  John  the 
Baptist  in  Afflherstburg  in  1908  to  the 
ooiMnt  he  suffered  a  fatal  heart  seizure 
on  a  street  in  Hamilton  three  days  ago^ 
exactly  idxty  years  elapsed*  Both  his 
Baptism  and  his  death  took  place  on  May 
Ifth*  God  had  given  to  Father  liacey 
precisely  sixty  years  to  spend  in  His 
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Bmrvlom^   almoirt  to  the  ffllnute.  Forty 
of  these  years  wez*e  spent  In  religious 
life«  thirty-three  in  the  priesthood* 
fwenty-'three  of  his  priestly  years  were 
passed  in  parish  wozit,  thirteen  at  St# 
Anne*s  Parish  in  Houston^  the  rmsaiMmr 
at  Asmmption  Parish  in  Lethbridge  and 
Holy  Rosary  in  Toronto.  Earlier  he  had 
taught  in  Basilian  High  Schools  in  T<nr^ 
ontOp  Rochester  and  Houston*  He  went 
whererer  there  vas  the  work  of  God  and 
the  Congregation  and   that  of  the  last 
ee^eral  years  was  accompanied  by  a  good 
deal  of  physical  suffering* 

I  knew  Father  Lacey  best  of  all  during 
his  years  as  Pastor  of  St*  Aimers  Pari^ 
in  Houston*  I  know  how  much  he  likedl 
and  loved  the  people  and  his  work  in 
Texas*  He  may  even  have  had  what  archaic 
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spiritual  writers  tttTMisd  ^an  inordinate 
attachment."  I  only  knov/  Ikw  difficult 
he  f  ouTKi  it  to  leave  and  to  go  to  his 
flMur  assignstent  as  Pastm*  of  Assioiption 
in  Lethbridge  ami  he  survived  only  by 
decorating  the  rectory  walls  with  Texas 
scenes*  Re  never  rMklly  re*adjusted 
to  the  rigors  of  the  Western  Canadian 
clisatet  l^it  he  did  his  work  and  did  it 
well  because  that  was  part  of  his  gen^r-* 
mm  nrnkm^-^pm    That  sas^  generosity 
I^roftpted  him  to  go  to  3t*  Basil's  Parish 
in  Ottawa  to  assist  in  the  work  there 
during  the  last  few  months  of  his  life* 
He  went  where  he  was  needed* 

Larry  Lacey  was  a  hisaan  being  and  as  a 
hmmn  being  he  was  not  without  f aulta 
iHit  zu>ne  of  them  wmre  serious  ones  and 
It  will  not  be  because  of  them  that  he 
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will  be  rememberdd«  He  vlU  be  xrm&ma^ 
bered  sost  of  all  because  he  ims  a  gen«* 
eroua  huisan  being ••^a  human  being  with 
an  infectious  sense  of  hunK>r  who  had 
the  intellif ence  and  the  balance  to 
laugh  at  the  incongruities  in  hijeiself 
and  others;  a  human   being  wto  wa#  self** 
effacing,  vrtio  recognized  his  limitations, 
who  was  willing  to  use  his  talents  in 
the  serriee  of  God;  a  human  being  dedi- 
cate to  his  Congregation,  to  his 
Priesthood,  to  the  sexnrice  of  God  and 
of  the  souls  of  men*  The  presence  of 
his  humanity  will  be  greatly  missed* 

It  will  be  missed  by  his  sister^  his 
brothers,  his  nieces  and  nephews  who 
feel  his  loss  most  ke^ily;  it  will  be 
missed  by  his  confreres,  by  the  members 
of  the  Congregation  with  whom  he  lived 
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and  prayed  and  worked;  and^  lastly^  it 

will  be  missed  by  those  who  benefitted 

from  his  ministrations  —  by  thw^se  who 

receiT^  atoolutlon  frosi  his  lii^^  ^^ 

offered  Mass  with  him^  idxo  were  assisted 

by  his  eotmsel  and  aided  by  his  efforts. 

To  all  of  tliea  we  extend  our  sympathy* 

But^  in  our  sense  of  loss^  we  must  re«» 

somber  that  his  was  i^t  a  wasted«life 

•—  the  tribute  of  your  presence  and 

your  px^yers  this  morning  bears  ait5)le 

evidence  to  the  fact  that  Iiawrence  lacey 

did  not   go  through  life  unnoticed,  and 

we  can  say  the  world  is  a  better  place 

because  he  passed  this  way*  May  hie 

soul  rest  in  peace  with  the  risen  Christ ♦ 

(Serason  preached  by  Fattier  William  J* 
Young  at  the  funeral  of  Father  Lsrwrence 
I-acey  in  Holy  Rosary  Church,,  Tor<mto^ 
Kay  18,  1968,  a  Saturday.  Transcribed 
from  the  preacher^s  typescript • 
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FATHER  CARRES  SPEECH  AT  THE  INAUGURAL 
OINNER^  Mp«6^>er  %   195^ 

We  hope  you  will  not  be  dissatisfied 
with  your  places*  If  you  have  a  place 
of  prosin^ice  or  distinction,  it  is  an 
accident*  We  merely  tried  not  to  have 
all  priests  or  all  the  university  ami 
and  Dean  tfesidsley  together  at  a  tabCUi^ 
After  that  it  was  eenie-^seenle-minee-fao* 

His  Grace  Archbishop  Duke  will  welcoiM 
His  Excellency  Archbishop  Panico  to  the 
CoU^e  and  thank  him  for  his  gracious 
kindness  in  blessing  it» 

His  Excellei^y  tto  Apostolic  Delegate  is 
having  a  heavy  week  and  we  are  sparing 
hia  the  strain  of  a  speech*  There  will 
be  no  toasts  and  only  three  speectesj 
one  by  His  Grace  ArclAishop  Duke,  one 
by  Presid^at  MacKenzie*  and  one  by  B^elf 
as  Principal  of  the  (k>llege« 

My  cup  of  happiness  overflowed  this  mom-* 
ing  vribi^n  word  came  that  Presideht  MacKen* 
sie  was  back  form  the  east  and  woiild  be 
%rlth  us*  It  would  have  been  a  greater 
disappointment  to  me  than  words  could 
express  if  he  were  not  here*  I  shall 
have  more  to  say  about  him  later* 

Chi  behalf  of  St*  Hark^s  College^  I  wuld 
like  to  add  our  voice  of  welcome  to  our 
distinguished  guest  of  honouTp  the  Most 
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Reverend  Arehbistop  Giovanni  Panico, 
ApCHitolie  Delegate  to  Canada*  Tour  Sx« 
cellency,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  and 
happiness  for  us  to  have  the  lloly  Father 
present  with  us  this  evening  in  your 
person.  It  is  an  augury  for  the  life 
and  work  of  St.  Mark^s  College  in  the 
service  of  the  Church  and  of  Grod.  We 
liould  be  most  grateful  to  Your  Excellency 
If  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  convey  to 
His  Holiness  our  sincere  sentiments  of 
filial  affection,  loyalty  and  devotion* 

Tour  Grace  Archbistop  Duke^  Archbishop 
Jolfftson,  Tour  Excellencies^  Father  Abbot 
Eugene,  Right  Reverend,  Very  Rever^id 
and  Reverend  Cler^,  Ladies  and  Gentle** 
flien,  what  I  have  to  say  will  take  longer 
than  I  would  wish*  If  it  is  too  loogg, 
there  is  socm  extenutation,  that  70a 
only  opoe  a  college  once*  There  wiU 
never  be  another  chance*  And  I  may  say 
I  have  really  cut  isty  speech  to  the  bone. 
I  hope  it  will  not  tire  you* 

m    m    m    m    m 


Vith  St*  Kark^s  Ck>llege  functioning  as 
an  affiliated  college,  it  may  well  be 
that  the  Catholic  students  of  British 
Columbia  will  mijoy  facilities  for  edu- 
cation second  to  none  open  to  other 
Catholic  students  anywhere  else  in  the 
world* 
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If  it  shotild  be  titre,  it  would,  indeed, 
te  something  wonderful.  It  might  be 
time  and  we  might  be  so  close  that  we 
cannot  see  or  appreciate  their  exception-^ 
al  conditi<m« 

In  these  remarks  of  sdne  I  would  like  to 
racplore  this  possibility.  To  do  so,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  a  look  at  the 
state  of  Catholic  education  in  other 
places,  particularly  at  the  university 
level# 

Obviously,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  a 
mrvey  of  Catholic  education  in  every 
cwmtry.  It  will  suffice  for  us  if  we 
MEWdne  briefly.  Catholic  education  in 
the  United  States  and  Britain,  with  per-» 
haps  a  glance  at  the  continents 

At  the  present  tiae.  Catholic  educatimi 
in  the  United  States  is  passing  through 
a  severe  crisis.  To  a  lesser  degree 
and  partly  as  a  result  of  the  crisis 
in  America,  Catholic  education  in 
Britain  is  passing  through  a  similar 
experience. 

(kk  May  14bh,  1955»  at  St.  Louis,  Hon- 
signer  Ellis,  professor  of  history  at 
the  Catholic  University  of  America. 
spc^e  on  '♦American  Cattolics  and  the 
intellecutal  life^*  This  lecture  pro- 
duced  a  chain  reaction  and  was  like  a 
hydrogen  lK>2ib  ex|:>losian  for  Catholic 
educators  in  Aa^rica* 
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As  Bishop  rfright  says  in  a  prefatory 
note  to  the  published  address  in  book 
form,  "This  study  by  Monsignor  Ellis 
is  making  an  unusually  important  con- 
tributicm  to  the  interpretation  and^ 
perhaps^  even  the  direction  of  our  tiaes 
on  the  relationship  of  Catholicism  to 
Ifi^rican  intellectual  life*^ 

He  continues:  ^his  partictilar  paper  la 
the  laost  provocative  and  quite  possibly 
the  best  of  sany  t^lch  have  api>eared  in 
recent  aonths  as  the  ^♦great  debate"  on 
Cattolic  African  intellectualism  has 
developed ♦ 

*^ifonsignor  Ellis*  paper  provoked  a  re- 
action that  is  in  itself.  Irrefutable 
evidence  of  how  well-tiaed  ami  accurate 
are  his  contentions^  A  g^reat  number  of 
others  were  emboldened  by  his  statements 
to  lift  their  own  voices  on  the  urgency 
of  a  re-evaluation  of  Catholic  intel- 
lectual life  in  the  United  States,  and 
their  witness  frequently  added  proof 
both  that  the  cause  is  critical  and  that 
it  is  far  from  hopeless ♦  Thc$  passion 
with  which  the  few  dissenters  from  Mon^ 
sigiior  Ellis  position  set  forth  their 
indignant  reservations  proved  that  he 
had  touched  a  tender  nerve  «•# 


**Fut\ire  progress  and  expansion  will 
only  through  a  determined  effort  based 
upon  the  developa^at  of  Catholic  scholar- 
ship* It  is  to  this  |»roblem  that  Mon- 
gLscior  EUis  addresses  himself  os  dfectively 
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and  we  recoisnetid  a  reading,  and  a  re^ 
reading  of  his  provocative  message  at 
periodic  and  regular  inteinrals.  We 
have  ne^  for  an  Apostolate  of  dis- 
tinction* 

"^ionsignor  Ellis*  case  can  be  stated  in 
a  few  words  and  these  his  oim;  *  Admittedly, 
tte  veakest  aspect  of  the  Church  in  this 
eo^ratry  lies  in  its  failure  to  produce 
national  leaders  and  to  exercise  coi&>* 
landing  influence  in  intellectual  cir- 
cLes^   and  this  at  a  tisc^  when  the  nus&>er 
of  Catholics  in  the  United  States  is 
exceeded  only  by  those  of  Erazil  and 
Italy,  and  their  material  resources  are 
iiu5<Kaparably  superior  to  those  of  any 
otlier  branch  of  the  universal  Gharch* 
What,  one  aay  ask,  is  the  explanation 
of  this  striking  discrepancy?** 

Honslgnor  Ellis  cites  a  few  exan^les  of 
the  many  studies  in  recent  years  on 
the  relationship  between  religious 
affiliation  and  national  leadership, 
•apeelally  in  intellectual  affaix^* 

Z  win  flmtlon  only  two  of  these  studies* 
^Elie  oth«*s  show  the  same  pattern*  A 
study  in  the  Scientific  Monthy  oof  DecesH^ 
ber  1931>  ^thered  its  data  aainly  from 
the  standard  guide,  American  Man  of 
Seience*  Out  of  303  top  scientists  in- 
vestigated only  3  were  Catholics*  In 
1952  Knapp  and  Goodrich  sifted  18,0CX) 
nases  from  among  45»CX>0  scientists*^ 
From  these  they  then  drew  up  a  list  of 
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fifty  institutions  which  led  in  the 
production  of  scientists*  No  Catholic 
college  or  university  received  a  place 
among  the  fifty  leaders.  Through  all 
the  studies  it  is  the  same  story.  Test 
after  test  had  been  made  of  edtKsational 
institutions  in  the  United  States  to 
evaluate  them  on  the  grounds  of  academic 
excellence  and  aliarays  without  any  Cath^ 
olic  institution  being  ranked  among  the 
top  l^ders« 

S<»  mMih  for  Monsignor  Ellis*  address # 
Tbm  whole  address  is  on  a  line  with  what 
I  have  given  you,  equally  startling  and 
even  devastating* 

Now;  Father  Cavanaugh  of  Notre  Dame* 

Here  is  an  it^a  in  Tisi^  for  Dec^iber 
lOth,  1957:  '*Until  a  wuple  of  yeara 
ago,**  says  former  President  John  J# 
Cavanaugh  of  Hotre  Daae  University, 
•^•S*  Catholics  sincerely  believed 
that  their  schools,  colleges  and  uni- 
versities were  generally  as  good  as  al- 
most  any  in  the  land*  The^  Monsigx^r 
John  Tracey  Ellis^  Professor  of  Church 
History  at  Catholic  University  of  Am- 
erica, delivered  his  now  fasious  lecture 
on  ^American  Catholics  and  the  Intellec- 
tual Life**  Last  week^  taking  off  from 
Ellis*  lecture.  Father  Cavanaugh 
sounded  the  alarm  again* 

*Vor  50  years,  he  said,  evidence  has 
been  accumulating  that  *the  intellectual 
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prestige  of  American  Catholics  seems 
to  be  lover  than  the  intellectual  pres- 
tige of  Catholics  in  any  other  country 
in  tte  Westexm  y^orld** 

Father  Cavanaugh  then  quotes  the  examples 
given  above  from  Monsignor  Ellis'  ad- 
Sress*  He  concluded:  '♦I  certainly  take 
1K>  delight  in  disturbing  your  mii^s  with 
mttdfei  humiliating  evidmice*  We  could, 
faoiMver^  reflect  upcm  many  other  facts 
to  show  that  35»000,000  Catholics  of 
this  country  ana  our  educational  systMi 
are  not  producing  anywhere  near  their 
proportion  of  leaders*»»of  the  50  so- 
call^  basine^ss  leaders  announced  by 
Forbes  Magasine  last  month,  only  two 
are  Catholics^and  one  of  these  two, 
Henry  Ford  II,  is  a  convert •  Even 
casual  observation  of  the  daily  ne^cs- 
papers  and  the  weekly  amgazines  leads 
a  Catholic  to  ask  'Where  are  the  Catholic 
Salks,  Oppenheiirors,  Einsteins?'  What 
the  Catliolics  need  to  do,  said  Cavanaugh, 
is  not  only  to  strengthen  their  schools 
and  colleges  but  recaputre  their  ti^ad- 
ition  as  intellectual  leaders*  Unfor- 
tunately, the  2,500.000  alumni  of  Cath- 
olic collges  and  universities  do  not 
seem  to  be  doing  much  of  anything^ 

*Z  Ml  a  awaber  of  the  board  of  the  Fund 
t0r  kdxCL%  Education  of  the  Ford  Found- 
ation»  In  tl^  last  six  years  we  have 
given  away  #29,000,000  •••  not  a  single 
Catholic  programme  of  adult  education, 
as  far  as  I  can  remefsber,   received  a  diiM* 
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This  has  been  due,  not  to  bigotry  biit 
to  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been  one 
req\i08t  sade  which  meets  the  reasonable 
eondltiotiB  that  the  Fund  lays  do^m#** 

Bie  distinguished  Jesuit  theologian 
Father  Gustav^e  Weigel  in  an  article  in 
the  Review  of  Politics  ami  other  spe^hes 
and  writings  confirms  everything  M8gr# 
Ellis  aiul  Father  Caran^h  say  and  ^vsiA^s 
deeper*  All  of  this  is  public  property*. 
It  is  being  freely  discussed  in  national 
weeklies  like  America,  Coseiweal^  Tiam^ 
Chicago  Tribune* 

Let  us  now  turn  to  Catholic  intellecttial 
life  in  England*  There  is  no  Catholic 
university  and  no  Catholic  colleges 
affiliated  with  any  university,  except 
in  the  last  few  years  in  connection  with 
coJUL^es  of  Teacher  Training* 

Ubether  Interest  in  Higher  Education  in 
England  has  been  sparked  by  the   cata« 
clyem  in  Aaerica  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 
It  ha«  undoubtedly  been  jarofomKily 
interested  in  it* 

During  this  present  sionth  there  will 
take  place  a  general  iroeting  for  all 
England  and  Wales  of  all  Catholics  in* 
terested  in  Catholic  Higher  Education* 
The  Archbishop  of  Westminster  will  pre* 
side  on  the  opening  day.  The  latest 
number  of  the  Dublin  Review  is  devoted 
to  setting  the  stage  for  this  is»eting« 
The  Dublin  Review  which,  by  the  way,  is 
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published  in  London  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  city  of  Dublin,  was  founded 
by  Cardinal  v^iseoan  in  1^36  •  It  is  a 
quarterly  and  a  sober,  solid,  respected 
reTietf  and  its  reputation  and  prestige 
stands  high  both  within  the  Church  and 
without. 

The  articles  in  this  issue  were  selected 
with  an  eye  to  this  coraing  s^eting*  They 
describe  conditions  in  different  fields 
and  raise  questions  which^  it  is  thought^ 
will  be  of  interest •  Sometimes  they 
point  to  possible  solutions • 

Froffi  this  Review,  I  will  try  to  give  you 
8CMM  idea  of  what  things  are  like  in  the 
Catholic  intellectual  life  of  aritain. 

It  is  the  same  story  as  that  of  the 
Catl^lic  intellecttml  life  in  the  United 
Sates  •  Time  pirevmits  taking  up  the 
articles  one  by  one.  It  would  only  be 
piling  up  Pelion  on  Ossa.  Every  article 
points  out  that  the  intellectual  life 
of  Catholics  in  England  is  i^urkedly 
inferior  to  that  of  non-Catholics.  In 
fact,  the  Bishop  of  Salford  in  the  first 
article  thinks  that  Catholics  in  the 
United  States  are  better  off. 

I  will  confine  ayself  to  the  article  of 
Father  Knowles.  I  sake  ik>  bones  about 
quoting  hiffl  at  length.  It  is  almost 
the  same  as  having  him  here  and  giving 
the  paper  himself. 

Professor  David  Knowles  if  the  top  Cath- 
olic scholar  in  Britain.  I  will  risk 
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that  statement*  He  is  Regius  Professor 
of  Modem  History  in  the  University  of 
Cainbridge*  He  is  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest*  He  contributed  a  paper  to  this 
issue  of  the  Dublin  Review  on  •'The  Need 
for  Catholic  Historical  Scholarship"* 
He  says  in  part:  **While  it  is  true  that 
faith  is  a  gift  of  God  and  that  the 

Sspel  can  be  preached  and  heard  by 
ttle  ones  and  by  the  unl^med^  it 
is  also  true  that  once  we  begin  to  c<m« 
sider  the  part  of  hui&an  endeavor  in  the 
matter  of  understanding  and  penetrating 
the  truths  of  faith  and  the  ways  of  God, 
a  knm«rledge  of  history  is,  after  theol- 
ogy, and  the  study  of  scripture,  the 
aost  valuable  of  all  mental  possessions* 
The  argiuaent  from  histoiry  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  of  the  apologists 
for  the  divine  origin  of  tte  Church* 
Indeed,  a  familiarity  with  the  early 
history  of  the  Church  does  far  more 
than  serve  as  a  setting  to  the  gospel 
narrative;  it  gives  the  Christian  of 
today  a  kind  of  hindsight  into  the  econ- 
of  salvation* 


'^Again  and  again  the  Catholic  Christian 
must  acclaim  to  himself,  as  he  reads 
the  letters  of  the  apostolic  Fathers  or 
the  Enchiridion  of  St*  Augustine:  'There 
is  our  faith,  there  is  our  life.  We  are 
the  true  heirs  of  the  faith  and  the 
sacramental  life  of  those  men*'  It  is, 
or  shoxild  be^  one  of  the  great  gifts  of 
a  study  of  history  that  the  aperficial 
differences,  the  changing  garments  of 
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centuries,  are  not  mistaken  for  change 
of  substance  and  essence* 

•Tes  in  spite  of  the  value  of  historv 
to  Catholics  as  individuals  and  to  the 
Church  in  every  countxTr  as  a  discipline, 
and  as  an  aid  to  theology,  the  number 
of  Catholic  historians  —  that  is.  of 
those  seriously  engaged  upon  scholarly 
iiriting  and  research  —  is  at  the  pre&» 
ent  ffioaent  very  small  in  the  British 
Isles* 

»«ils  is  not  due  to  any  difficulties  - 
or  larejudice  that  Catholics  encounter, 
for  these  may  be  said  to  be  nonp^icistent 
today  in  the  acad^iic  world  of  Englisl^ 
•peaking  countries*  Nor  is  there  any 
preji2dice  against  a  revision  of  history 
in  a  sense  favorable  to  the  Church,  if 
the  evidence  leads  a  fair  enquirer  that 
way*  Naturally,  Catholics  and  Free 
Church  historians  will  never  agree  in 
the  interpretation  they  put  upon  such  a 
confused  and  controversial  pericxi  as 
that  of  the  Reformation  between  the 
emergence  of  Luther  and  the  end  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  but  even  h^re  the  ex- 
tent of  agreement  upon  questions  of 
fact  is  far  greater  than  it  was  f JHty 
years  ago*  Where  there  is  no  living 
issue  at  stake,  the  agreement  is  all  but 
msmplete.     v^ether  it  be  the  age  of 
(^^tantine  or  that  of  Beda,  the  contest 
of  Empire  and  Papacy  or  the  development 
of  scholastic  thought,  the  general  unan- 
imity of  treatment  among  historians  of 
all  nations  and  confessions  is  as  note- 
iMrthy  as  it  is  welcoiae* 
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^Vor  all  this,  there  is  a  dearth  of 
Catholic  scholars  in  England*  To  one 
who  considers  the  matter  it  can  scarcely 
be  in  doubt  that  Catholics  today  in 
England  make  a  poorer  show  in  scholar^ 
ship  and  in  the  academic  world  than  they 
do  in  almost  any  other  activity  of 
educated  sen* 

*to  the  rapidly  Mipanding  academic  world, 
and  a bore  all  in  the  smaller  class  of 
productive  scholars,  it  is  rmry   low, 
and  this  is  true  also  within  our  own 
class  of  historians*  This  lack  of 
Catholic  scholars  is  apparent  if  we  take 
another  ax^le  of  vision*  Within  the 
past  sixty  yeaars,  the  history  of  the 
Church  in  s^diaeval  England  from  Augu3«» 
tine  to  Crans^r,  has  been  syst^natically 
explored  and  rev/ritten*  In  the  nine- 
l^^mth  c^itury  aliaost  all  accounts,  apart 
tnm  Lingard^s,  wez^  tinged,  if  not  with 
asKk  anti-Catholic,  at  least  with  a  pro- 
Protestant  G^  a  pro-Anglican  bias*  To- 
day we  can  r-ead  in  the  standard  histories 
and  the  textbooks  of  the  highest  calibre, 
the  history  of  the  Chtirch  in  England 
presented  with  a  technical  correctness 
Biad  absolute  fairness  that  a  Catholic 
could  ]K>t  wish  to  see  bettered*  There 
exists  no  longer  in  the  mediaevalcen^ 
turies  any  distinction  of  outlook,  any 
serious  difference  of  interpretation 
between  Catholics  and  non-Catholics* 
This  great  work  has  been  done  by  a  multi- 
tude of  hands,  aany  of  th^i  those  of 
devout  Anglicans*  This  is  a  great 
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aehiev^n^it  and   it  is  being  contiaued 
today  by  yoiinger  scholars* 

<Vhat  has  been  said  of  the  dearth  of 
Catholic  scholairs  is  particularly  ap« 
plicable  to  the  clergy,  both  regular 
and  secular*  Here  the  contrast  is  mit 
so  much  between  Catholic  and  non«*Cath^ 
olic  as  between  English  and  Continmital* 
Abroad,  and  especially  in  France,  Bel- 
gium Germany,  and  latterly  also  Italy 
and  Si^dLn,  ttany  of  the  aost  distinguished 
fismes  in  the  fields  of  Church  History  and 
atdiaeval  history  of  all  kixuls  are  tlu>se 
of  pttBBtm^    What  cotmtry  other  than 
France  could  pr<Kiuce  —  and  sell  —  that 
magnificent  series  of  Dictionaires  of 
Theology,  of  History^  of  Spirituality, 
of  Apol^^tics  and  of  Canon  Law  that 
are  the  finest  minument  of  our  age  of 
Catholic  sctolarship*  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  great  need  in  the  field 
of  history  is  for  more  Catholics  and 
priests  competent  to  f iH  a  post  and 
take  their  place  alongside  non«-CatIv>lics 
in  the  acadefflic  world* 


CO0LD  WISH,  Tuyw  that  universities 
are  springing  up  like  asparagus  in  May, 
THAT  THERE  WAS  IN  THIS  COUNmi  SOm 
INSTITUTE  OF  THE  QUALITT  OF  THE  PONTIF- 
ICAL INSTITUTE  AT  T(mONTO.« 

When  I  read  that  sentence  six  weeks  ago, 
I  was  dazed.  It  was  like  a  dream,  I 
Gotild  hardly  believe  my  eyes*  I  am 
still  in  a  daze  whenever  I  think  of  it* 
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X  thindc  I  shoiild  repeat  that  sentaiee 
of  Father  Knov/les:  »'Cfete  could  wish  that 
th^re  was  in  this  coxmtry  soise  insti- 
tute of  the  quality  of  the  Pontifical 
Institute  at  Toronto.**  It  is  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  of  you 
never  heard  of  the  Pontifical  Institute 
at  Tojronto.  It  is  the  Institute  of 
Nediaeiral  Studies  with  a  Charter  from 
the  Holy  See  m^po^ertng   it  to  grant 
de@reea«  It  mMstgeA  out  of  St«  Mielw 
ael^s  College^  like  a  butterfly  from  a 
cocoon* 

I  shall  have  a  ii^rd  or  ^o  to  say  about 
It  in  a  momentm     1  will  only  say  ncm 
that  I^*  KiKiwles,  the  greatest  l^aglish 
Catholic  sclKilary  picks  it  out  from  tte 
whole  Engllslwspeaking  world,  as  the 
ideal  ai¥i  i^del  for  Cattolic  scholaz^ 
ship«  He  wishes  they  could  have  some^ 
thing  like  it  in  England*  ^Eid  there  is 
a  tone  of  regret  in  his  words,  as  if  it 
is  something  too  high  to  hope  for  in 
the  near  future* 

I  said  in  the  beginning  that  there  might 
be  possibilities  here  at  3t#  ferk*s  and 
we  could  be  too  near  to  see  th^i«  There 
are  sofsi^   in  Toronto,  some  at  St*  Micl^ 
ael^s  College,  azui  even  at  the  Institute 
itself,  %rtio  did  iK>t  realize  the  treasure 
they  had  until  a  scholar  from  England 
told  them* 

Dr«  Knowles  continues  on:  ^'A  learned 
clergy,  or  at  least  a  solid  body  of 
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learning  among  the  clergy,  is  always  a 
distinction  and  a  power  to  a  Church* 
The  Catholic  clergy  in  England  contains, 
in  proportion  to  its  numbers,  f^f  schol«* 
ars  and  of  those  few,  the  majority  either 
belong  to  religious  orders  or  are  con- 
verts fx^a  Anglicanism. 

*^It  is  notable  and  in  sose  ways  deplor«» 
able  that  the  (Catholic)  houses  of 
study  at  the  imiversities,  both  of  the 
religious  and  the  secular  clergy,  that 
have  been  in  existence  now,  some  of 
them  for  more  than  half  a  centtxry,  stould 
have  produced  so  few  writers  or  scholars 
of  zK>te« 

♦4  plea  may  be  made  for  the  young  priest 
or  religious  who  shows  promise  of  real 
scholarship  and  aptitude  for  research. 
He  will  always  be  ra  e. 

•Tie  need  not  fear  that  he  is  not  doing 
priestly  work.  He  may  remind  hijEsself , 
if  bm  will,  that  no  lesa  an  authority 
than  Pope  Pius  XI  proclaiircd  in  an  en-- 
cyclical  that  fine  scholarship  was  in 
the  siodem  world,  the  most  efficacious 
of  all  apostolic  work. 

He  ends  up?  "Should  we  be  content  to 
enjoy,  without  effort  of  own,  the  wealth 
of  learning  and  sober  criticism  that 
com^  to  us  from  the  historians  of  Lou«- 
vain,  of  Toronto  and  of  Paris?" 
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Once  moTQ   he  singles  out  Toronto  from 
the  Catholic  English-speaking  world* 
And  it  Is  not  the  Uaiirersity  of  Toronto 
he  means,  but  the  Institute  of  MediaeTal 
Studies* 

IKtoi  St*  M.ehael*8  Ck>llege  vas  preparii^ 
for  and  developing  the  i^ntif ical  lnsti*» 
tute  of  }fediaeval  Studies,  the  revemie 
and  resources  of  the  College  were  so 
^lagre  that  its  budget  must  have  placed 
it  in  the  lowest  class  of  Catholic  col- 
leges in  America*  It  had  no  endowment 
whatever*  Its  only  source  of  revenue  was 
the  fees  of  tim  students  and  these  f^s 
were  very  semll* 

In  spite  of  this^  by  concentrating  on 
cme  field,  the  history  of  £^diaeval 
philosophy,  the  College  was  able  to 
offer  salaries  to  a  few  key  m^n  which 
large  universities  were  not  able  to  pay* 

]^  limiting  its  library  expenditures  to 
this  special  field,  as  years  pass^, 
the  College  was  able  to  build  up  tinder 
the  guidance  of  Professor  Gilson,  a 
library  of  mediaeval  philosophy  whicit 
is  considered  the  finest  in  America.  At 
the  Institute,  ^diaeval  philoM^phy  can 
be  pirsu^y  as  far  as  materials  are 
concerend,  as  competently  as  in  Europe* 

For  example  #5*<X)0  is  a  s»aall  item  in 
any  obscure  college.  Let  a  college  set 
aside  each  year  |5»000  for  library  in  a 
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special  limited  field  over  the  years • 
Even  the  greatest  universities  in  Amer- 
ica cannot  afford  to  do  that.  For  pro- 
fessors, the  College  vrant  after  the  very 
best  Catholic  scholars  anywhere  in  the 
world*  The  Institute  is  Gllson's  work. 
The  idea  was  his  and  his  spirit  and  the 
vital  force  that  aniaated  it.  Since 
shortly  after  the  beginning,  Jacques 
Maritain  has  lectured  there  alaost  every 
year  and  has  been  so  closely  associated 
with  Gilson  and  vdth  the  Institute, 
that  he  looks  upon  it  as  his  child  too# 

Before  Gilson  and  Maxdtain  came,  Maurice 
De  Wulf,  the  greatest  authority  on  oedi- 
meval  philosophy  of  that  era,  and  ti^ 
great  Irish-British  educator.  Sir  Bertram 
Wlndle,  prepared  tte  way  for  them* 

Until  the  Institute  was  granted  its 
charter  by  the  Holy  See*  it  was  the 
expiation  of  St.  Michael's  College  and 
an  integral  part  of  th^  College »  Whmi 
it  becan^  a  Pontifical  Institute,  it 
became  a  separate  entity  from  St.  Mich-* 
ael*s  College.  It  is  indepaident,  al- 
though the  College  helps  it  generously 
by  way  of  material  assistance.  It  could 
m>t  continue  to  eatist  wit  out  the  help 
it  receives  from  the  College*  Besides, 
through  the  College,  the  Institute  func- 
tions  in  the  ^aduate  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Toronto  and  through  this, 
the  students  at  the  Institute,  apaxrt 
from  the  degrees  granted  by  the  Institute, 
earn  the  Ph»D#  degree  from  the  University 
of  Toronto* 
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It  looks  like  the  providence  of  God 
that  Gil son  and  Marl  tain  came  to  the 
Institute*  It  was  St*  Michael ♦»  Col- 
X^»   that  broiight  them  together*  They 
hm  m>t  met  until  the  College  asked 
Gileon,  rirst,  if  he  would  approve  in- 
viting Marltain  and  when  he  did,  asked 
him  to  see  Maritain  and  try  to  arrange 
it» 

Gilson  is  the  gz^at  master  of  mediaeml 
philosophy*  He  is  accepted  as  such  and 
admired  by  all  scholars*  He  stands  alone* 

Maritain  is  the  greates  Catholic  phil- 
osopher* They  are  perfectly  complemen- 
tary to  each  other*  One  of  thMi^  I 
forget  which,  likened  the  union  to  the 
Siamese  twins* 

Once^  at  the  College,  s<^eone  asked 
Gilson,  '♦Do  you  agree  with  Maritain'* 
on  a  certain  question  of  philosophy* 
^ilson  answ€«»ed:  ^1  agree  with  every- 
thing he  has  said  and  with  everything 
he  win  say*** 

Gilson  arrf  Iferltain  are  tte  tifo  great 
intellectuals  of  the  Catholic  ^hurch 
today*  Hor  are  they  intellectually 
cloister^  in  ivory  towex^j  their  in- 
fluence inside  the  Church  ha.s  been  in- 
calculable and  outside  the  Church  as  well# 

In  the  latest  mwber  of  the  Rew  Schol- 
asticii^,  j£»ss  (Sollins  gives  us  an  in- 
sight Into  how  this  great  pair  of  schol- 
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ars  is  appreciated  by  Catholic  phllos*' 
ophers*  James  Collins  Is  the  leading 
American  Catholic  philosopher.. 

He  says:  **The  impact  of  Marl  tain  and 
Oilson  upon  the  Intellecutal  life  of 
Christians  in  America  is  deep  and  widely 
raiaifled.  It  Is  difficult  to  conceive 
of  the  precise  shape  which  our  present 
philosophising  v/ould  be  taking,  had  we 
not  been  affected  bq  baeicmUy  by  their 
wozic# 

God  has  blessed  the  Institute  of  Medi* 
aeval  Sadies  in  Toronto*  It  has  always 
had  to  battle  with  difficulties.  It 
leads  a  precaarious  ^cistence  on  its  slim 
revenue.  I  am  tempted  to  say:  it  is  my 
prayer  that  these  difficulties  will  al«> 
ways  beset  it.  As  I  have  said,  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  money,   it  is  the  dedi« 
eated  spirit  of  scholarship  and  learn- 
ing. If  such  things  can  be  measured. 
I  would  venture  to  say  that  the  Insti- 
tute of  Mediaeval  Studies  is  m>re   im- 
portant for  the  Church  and  so  for  God 
and  for  society,  than  all  the  other 
works  of  the  Basllian  Order  put  together. 

All  the  time  when  I  have  been  speaking 
of  the  Institute,  I  have  really  been 
talking  about  St.  Mark's  College. 

There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  vrtiy  some- 
thing similar  should  not  come  into  being 
here.  It  need  not  and  should  not  be 
slavish  imitation*  There  is  plenty  of 
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rooa  for  quite  a  number  of  similar 
centres,  all  different* 

In  a  few  years,  St#  Mark's  College  can 
build  up  a  library  in  a  special  field, 
such  as  the  Unirersity  of  British  Col- 
\imbia  with  all  its  millions^  could  not 
possibly  afford  to  buy.  In  fact^  through 
the  generosity  of  Mrs*  Ross  ami  firs* 
Hatch  of  Toronto^  a  modest  start  is  al«» 
ready  being  made* 

And  now  a  \mrd  about  this  new  building* 
Until  shortly  before  the  six  Bishops  of 
British  Golumbia  took  shovels  and  a 
wheelbarrow  in  their  hands  a  little  over 
a  year  ago,  the  building  of  St*  Mark's 
College  seemed  only  a  dx^am  for  the 
future* 

Of  course^  the  setting  was  always  here, 
the  elevation,  the  sea,  and  the  i»>un«* 
tains*  God  gave  them*  No  creative  work 
of  man  could  rival  th^i*  If  St*  Maxik's 
College  were  only  a  lean-to,  as  someone 
miggested,  it  would  have  a  situation  of 
beauty  unsurpassed  an3rwhere  in  the  world* 
"^he  only  flaw  is  that  the  land  belongs 
to  the  University  and  it  is  only  leased 
to  the   Ck>llege  for  999  years. 

But  man  has  added  to  nature*  The  College 
is,  first  of  all,  functional  to  the  last 
detail  and  is  the  last  word  in  expert 
skill  and  workmanship*  We  thank  with 
all  our  hearts  the  Doyle  Construction 
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GiOflipany  and  the  subsidlax^  companies 
and  workfflen,  who  so  ably  assisted  them* 
And  it  is  athing  of  beauty*  The  wlK>le9 
the  usefulness  and  the  beauty^  is  the 
child  of  the  brain  of  the  architect,  Mr* 
Peter  TlM^mton,  of  the  firm  Gardiner, 
Thornton  and  Gathe*  This  College,  as 
It  stands  tonight,  is  Mr*  Thornton *s 
work*  Practically  every  detail  of  the 
building,  every  table,  every  chair,  every 
light,  every  desk,  every  window-drape 
colour,  he  designed  or  selected  them  all* 

If  we  have  contributed  anything.  It  is 
that  we  did  not  interfere  with  him. 

We  thank  him  ami  his  associates*  Our 
sincere  gratitiKie  goes  o\it  to  the  many 
thousands  of  Catholics  of  the  archdio- 
eese  of  Vancouver  for  their  generous 
support  in  the  drive*  The  College 
stands  as  a  memorial  of  their  sacrifice* 

In  the  many  ^sitors  who  have  passed 
through  St*  Mark*s  in  the  last  few  months, 
it  is  surprising  how  many  said,  with 
pride,  '^I  helped  to  build  this*»  God 
bless  them* 

The  present  chapel  and  lilarary  are  only 
intended  to  be  temporary*  As  for  tte 
residence,  applications  are  already  com- 
ing for  the  year  59-60*  A  pemanent 
chapel  and  a  permanent  library  with  tym 
more  resid«fitial  units  will  complete  the 
plan  for  the  near  future*  It  is  a  big 
undertaking*  However,  it  does  jrK>t  look 
nearly  as  formidable  as  these  rxresent 
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buildings  looked  a  little  over  a  year 
ago»  The  College  is  the  Catholic  cen- 
tre for  all  Catholic  students  at  Uni« 
Tersity.  It  hopes  to  embrace  all 
phases  of  Catholic  lifet  Mass,  the  sac- 
rsusents.  Christian  doctrine,  devotions, 
social  activities*  The  lleraian  Club  is 
nom  an  integral  part  of  tl»  v»Drk  of  the 
College.  The   Club  retains  its  identity 
and  autonoay  and  will  continue  the  yeo- 
man service  it  has  pei*form«i  in  the 
past^  We  hope  to  have  a  special  occa- 
sion  and  a  special  day  later  on,  when 
we  can  show  our  appai^ciation  of  the 
fine  spirit  of  co-operation  to  the 
present  members  of  the  MeMian  ^lub  and 
to  the  students  who  carrl^  on  the  work 
up  to  now« 

We  thank  the  laymen  who  over  the  years 
worked  to  bring  the  College  to  pass*  We 
are  very  happy  in  being  on  the  campus 
and  affiliated  with  the  University  and 
in  our  associations  v#ith  the  adminis- 
tration, the  senate  and  members  of  the 
staff*  They  have  been  iiK>st  understand- 
ing and  kind*  We  are  pleased  and  happy 
to  be  able  to  say  that  we  have  become 
friends  and  in  many  cases,  close  friends 
with  those  who  are  our  colleaguea* 

We  thank  the  Deans  who  were  able  to  be 
with  us  on  this  occasion,  and  appreciate 
their  expression  of  the  relations  of  St* 
Mark^s  with  the  University* 

Haturally,  I  could  speak  at  length  about 
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President  MacKensie,  who  for  long  years 
ncM^   has  been  a  dear  friend  of  mine.  I 
could  rK)t  say  enou^  of  his  unfailing 
understanding,  encouragement  and  help* 
I  hold  myself  back  because  I  think  he 
would  rather  I  did  so* 

The  same  is  true  of  Archbis]:K>p  Johnson* 
Those  of  you  ^o  heard  him  speak  during 
the  University  College  and  Welfare  Drive, 
will  know  how  dear  to  his  heaz*t  St* 
Mar4c^s  College  is*  I  a>uld  make  a  long 
•pi^h  about  hia  too«  Altogether^  apart 
tixm  ay  own  personal,  close  association 
with  him  orer  smny  years  and  warm  friend- 
ship, St*  Mark^s  College  has  every  reason 
to  thank  God  for  the  high  vision,  en- 
thusiasm, and  driving  energy  of  Areh«* 
bishop  Jolmson*  With  him  behind  her, 
under  God,  she  cannot  fail* 

I  have  left  Archbishop  Duke  until  the 
last  and  rightly  so*  Many  men  and  many 
events  have  a>nverged  and  united  to 
bring  St.  Iferk^s  College  into  being. 
The  mind  which  conceived  the  idea  was 
the  mLnd   of  His  Gz^ce*  Although  the 
university  in  1930  approached  the  Ax^h- 
bii^op  first,  his  was  the  indomitable 
determination  that  clung  tenaciously 
through  oany  difficult  years  and  would 
never  give  up^  no  matter  how  fonnidable 
and  se^dngly  in^ossible  the  obstacles 
that  met  him  and  his  efforts* 

As  you  all  know  from  the  first  days  of 
his  episcopate  education  has  been  his 
chief  and  absorbing  concern^  In  the 
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Batter  of  education,  he  has  proved  his« 
•elf  a  churchiaan  of  the  first  rank.  He 
could  never  hare  died  until  he  settled 
the  question  of  higher  education  for 
Catholics  on  a  satisfactory  and  firm 
foundation.  In  twenty  years  of  persis«» 
tent  and  determined  work,  he  never  fal- 
tered and  he  experienced  laany  discour- 
aging disappoint^sents.  In  this  work  he 
was  a  lEmn   of  one  idea*  That  idea  was 
the  ^od  of  the  Church  and  souls  and  so 
of  God#  First  and  cheifly  through  edu- 
cation he  considered  the  good  of  the 
whole  iBan«  He  looked  at  Catholics  as 
nsfflbers  of  society  as  a  ^ole  and  as 
citizens*  He  never  forgets  that  Cath- 
olics are  Canadians  and  is  always  anxious 
to  eee  thea  take  part  in  civic  affairs* 

S««  Markka  College  manifest  this  feature 
of  his  work  in  that  it  brings  Catholics 
into  contact  and  association  with  the 
sons  of  Ctod  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
visible  Church*  Here  he  is  at  one  with 
His  Holines  Pope  Plus  who  urges  even 
sisters  to  make  contact  with  those  out- 
side the  Churchy 

(tee  of  the  great  blessings  God  has  given 
ae  is  the  long  intimate  frimidship  with 
His  Grace*  If  there  had  been  no  3t* 
Markka  College,  that  friendship  i^uld 
have  been  what  it  is  n<m,  one  of  the 
Srsat  treasures  of  my  life* 

But.  of  course,  there  is  a  St*  Markka 
College  and  Archbishop  Duke  has  been  be- 
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hind  it  all  the  tisKJ  with  €SEia>urag^s^it 
and  support*  Without  hi%  it  t«>uld 
never  have  been  bonti* 

It  10  or^  thing  to  set  up  an  institution 
like  this*  It  is  quite  a  different 
thing  to  carry  it  on^  year  after  year* 
That  depends  i^pon  the  men  irtio  conduct 
it*  It  is  our  earnest  prayer  and  i«>pe 
tiysLt  the  staff  of  St*  Makr^s  (^llege^ 
in  the  years  that  lie  ahead^  will  s^asure 
up  to  the  great  opportunities  that  ax^ 
theirs^  prove  worthy  of  the  confidei^e 
Archbiatop  Duke  has  placed  in  thett^  moA 
hrnlp  the  Catholics  of  British  Ck>lumbia 
to  take  their  proper  place  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God  in  the  Church,  in 
secular  learning  and  cultuz*e  aiui  in 
Society* 

St*  Markka  College  may  prove  to  be  the 
bwit  system  for  Catholic  higher  education 
anywhere,  and  a  moderl  to  b  e  followed, 
and  this  will  always  be  our  humble  prayer 
and  l^pe*  If  it  lives  up  to  its  promise, 
it  will  be  cawying  out  the  ardent  desire 
of  the   Holy  Father  in  seelcing  tmith  and 
helping^  through  knowledge  of  the  truth 
—  God  is  Truth  — •  to  unite  an  mankind 
into  one  family  through  Christ,  Our  Lord* 

(Published  in  The  Heart  Of  The  Matter, 
Part  Xfl*  Transcribed  from  the  copy  in 
the  general  archives  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers,  Toronto) 
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Ces  paroles  que  le  Seigneur  nous  adresse 
auJourd*kui»  c^ime  11  les  adressalt  autre- 
fois a  ^^  foule  des  Julfs,  dolvent  orlen- 
ter  notre  prlftre  et  notre  attitude  de 
chrtftiens  en  fa€e  de  la  »or1u  Cette 
fiiort  corporelle  imus  effraye,  nous  af- 
fllge  pazce  qu^elle  nous  si(pare  de  ceux 
qui  oat  partagtf  notre  existence »  paree 
qu^ll  y  a  en  cheque  itre  t^min  un  desire 
Intense  de  vie*  Mais  our  c^ix  c^l  oat 
entendu  la  volx  dhi  File  de  Dleu^  la  leort 
ne  trlemphe  pas^  coibr^  nous  le  rappelalt 
St«  Paul*  Nous  Savons  c^e  le  Christ,  ce 
Sayeur,  dont  nous  aliens  blentSt  coosiAs- 
orer  la  venue  a  donntf  sa  propre  vie  pour 
tmis  ceux  qui  crolent  mk  Lul  possddent  I 
leur  tour  cette  vie  mtme  de  Dleu,  qpii 
est  4temelle* 
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^Ceux  qui  auront  entendu  la  volx  du  Fils 
de  Dimi  vivxoftt**     Pour  le  dtffunt  qpji^ 
nous  entouroAt  a^Jouxd^hul»  cotto  vie  a 
co^nem:^  il  y  a  un  pe^  plus  de  94  aas^ 
iorsqua  au  jour  de  son  bapttii^i^  le  24 
aodt  1873  le  Christ  a  fxris  possession 
de  son  i»e*    Hals  le  Sei^eur  voulait 
faire  de  lui  non  seul^aent  im  servitmir 
aiais  un  ami^  en  lui  conftfr|nt  les  poo-* 
voire  du  sacerdoce*    C^est  le  23  sepn- 
tembre  18^^  q(U*il  fut  ordoiH^  prfttro 
dans  la  eoaB^mauti  des  Prfttres  de  St# 
Bad.le«     XI  avait  alors  26  ans#     II  ne 
devait  exereer  cpjm  pei^ant  4  ans^  ioi 
au  College  ou  I  Blidah»  ce  minister e  de 
religimue-enseingnant  q^^il  aVait  choisi* 
Lm  lei  de  1903  centre  les  congregations 
enesignantest  1* obliged  a  exereer  un 
miniature  pastoral  dans  le  diocise*  Ce 
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•inistSre  il  l^^xereera  d^abord  comm 
vie aire  dans  les  paroisses  de  Desaignes« 
Roiffi#ux  0t  St.  Barthtfl^my  I0  Plein 
Jtisq^^wi  19119  puis  come  curtf  de  St« 
Michel  d#  Chal»rillai^ax  et  de  St*  Rosh- 
ain  d*Ay«  /^pr^e  18  ans  de  service  dans 
eette  demlire  paroisse  il  devait  aban- 
donner  tout  ministire  pour  ralsen  de 
santtf  et  se  retlrer  en  1937  I  la  maisen 
St#  Joseph  ed  la  Cofamunaut^  des  Fires 
Basiliens  v^iait  de  se  regrouper*  C^est 
12  que  le  l4re  Mazet  passa  cette  autre 
partie  de  sa  vie«  toute  difftfrente^ 
faite  de  silei^e  et  de  priftret  entre^ 
couple  des  visites  de  paroissiens*  lul 
manifestant  ainsi  leur  prefond  attach^-* 
ttent*  Ce  n^est  pas  sans  Aaetien  qu^il 
^vocpiait  lOv  souvenir  de  celui-<i  ou  de 
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celul— 18  qui  avait  profit^  de  son 
sacerd0ce# 

Oepuis  cpielques  ann^es  ne  pouvant  mSme 
plus  offrir  le  sacrifice  de  la  messst 
hmmnsB  rfconfoirt  pmir  un  prfttrs^  ii 
faisait  passer  son  offrarKie  par  les 
Miljis  de  la  Vierge  Marie »  en  l*invo€|u-*» 
ant  avee  son  cha{]«let  pour  les  uns  ou 
les  autres*  Mais  cette  priire  aussi 
tftait  Men  un  service  de  prStre^ 

Telle  fut  cette  vie  de  94  ans  qu^il  a 
pr^sent^  au  Seigneur  sanedi  matin*  U^ 
vl4i«  un  peu  tourment^e  par  les  i^ine^ 
ments»  m^is  toute  simple  at  remplie  de 
fid^lit^^  a  la  volenti  de  Dieu.  Cela 
doit  6tre  pour  nous  l^occasion  de  re— 
r^uveler  au  Seigneur  notre  fid4litrf» 
en  gardant  cette  vie  de  baptises »  en 


m 
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•ssayant  de  ne  pas  tftouffer  cette  voix 
du  Flls  de  Dieu  qui  se  fait  entendre 
quotidienii^aent  • 

Puisse  le  Seigneur  le  juger  avec  mis^ri-* 
eerde  et  reeonnattre  en  lui  ee  ben  et 
fiddle  servitimr.  Qae  i^tre  priere 
d^eyjeurd^hui  qui  paese  par  ce  Chriet 
sauvmiTt  dans  eon  sacrifice  eu^haris^ 
ique  lui  ebtienne  cette  vie  itemelle 
que  neus  votilens  teus  partager  dans 
I^a^^®'^'^^^  ^^^  Saints* 


(Homily  preached  at  the  funeral  Mass 
of  Father  Louis  Mazet  on  December  11 » 
X967|  in  the  chapel  of  the  College  du 
Sacr^-Coeur^  Annonay,  Frai^e»  by  Father 
Jean  Eoure*  Transcribed  from  a  copy 
deposited  in  the  general  aarchives  ot 
the  Basilian  Fathers  t  Toronto « 


m 
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Let  vm  px«iae  illustrioiui  nnit  our  mmemA^am  im, 
their  sueeeMcLve  geKeratiotta*  Ia  their 
ents  there  renaims  a  rich  iakeritaace  bom  of 
thea*  Scclesiastieus* 


Z  iMsitated  to  fecept  i&ea  Father  Wey  aiked  mm 
to  apei^  at  Father  O'ltocle^s  ftmeraX*  I  heai« 
tated  because  it  had  beea  a  loag  ti»e  since  I 
was  statioaed  with  Father  aad  I  felt  that  others 
ia  the  iaterr^fting  jeare  hare  groim  to  know  his 
better  and  eotald  speak  acre  deserredlj  about 
hia*  But  I  accepted.  I  iMScepted  ia  spite  of 
iQr  ciiirixme  liaitatioast  ia  spite  of  Father 
0*!DooXe*8  expressed  wish  that  there  be  ao  eulogy^ 
I  aiccepted  because  X  felt  that  today  would  gire 
ae  «i  opp^rtuttity  to  repay  ia  soaw  mmll  aeasure 
a  debt  of  over  thirty  yearns  staadiag* 

During  the  decade  of  the  1930*s  aad  the  early 
19^*6t  before  colleges  were  as  selective  as 
they  are  today ^  Father  0*  Toole  used  to  spoid 
his  suttiers  ia  this  area  «  ia  Hochestert  Slsira^ 
CMego«  Syracuse  «•  beatiag  the  bui^es  tryiag  to 
fiad  st^ideats  he  could  interest  ia  ^iag  to  St* 
Michael^^s  College  ia  Toronto*  I  was  one  of  the 
hundreds  he  influenced  to  go  there*  Z  vent  to 
St*  Michael^s  in  the  Fall  of  1938*  It  was  ay 
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first  aasoedLatioQ  vith  the  BufflliaB  Fathers  aad 
I  wm  mot  diaappoiAted*  I  found  all  that  Fathar 
O*^oola  had  proolaad  aad  M»ra«  I  foimd  it^  by 
today^s  collagiata  atandardst  a  saall^  pooTt  ua- 
isprasslTa  coUagat  hut  I  €lL80  found  it  a  great 
and  rieh  eoUeget  too,  rich  ia  the  hooaa  «tdov- 
■■Ata  of  wnt  who  %fere  giaata  eoaQpletely  dedicated 
to  the  G^mrch  and  the  work  of  the  Christian  edu* 
cation  of  youth*  Father  0*To<^e  wais  one  of 
giants* 


In  the  years  that  followed  I  was  privileged  to 
live  with  these  atn^  to  study  under  thea^  to  re* 
sreate  with  thea*  Aad  all  the  tiaw  ^y  adsiration 
fear  I^SM  was  growing  mA  I  imnted  to  be  one  of 


It  was  to  Father  0» Toole  that  I  first  confided 
ay  desire  to  becoae  a  Basil  1  an  and  it  \mB  he 
who  encouraged  ne  in  igy  astbitioct  counselled  wm^ 
directed  and  guided  n»  to  the  Basilian  life  and 
the  priesthood*  I  «i  happy  today  to  be  a  Bas-» 
iliaa;  I  as  hapj^  to  be  a  priest  and  I  look  with 
gratitude  to  hi»  iidio  did  so  auch  to  sake  ay 
dra«H  a  reality*  "That   is  iidiy  totey  if «  by  what 
I  say^  I  GBB.  aeke  soae  others  appreciate  the 
greatness  of  the  aan^  perhaps  ay  debt  will  be 
partially  paid* 


i'^^r' 
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I  aluays  *didx#d  Tkth^r  0*Toole  but  it  vaa  diuN> 
lag  those  neetiags  with  hia  in  his  office  im. 
Fisher  Houss^  I  guess  you  would  call  them  spiri- 
tual dir^:ticm,  that  I  begaa  to  appreciate  the 
depths  of  the  am*  It  wss  the  escperi^^ce  of 
eateriag  iato  a  castle  %^ose  grandeur  one  has 
XoMg  admired  frc»i  the  outside*  During  those 
■eetJifln  he  tau^t  me  a  great  dealt  helped  mm 
a  great  deal^  but  all  the  ti»e  he  was  uacottsciosly 
rwealiag  to  ae  so  auch  of  his  owa  iaaer  self* 

Ho  o&e  %^o  erer  sat  ia  his  classro(»  caa  forget 
the  perf ectioa  of  his  prof  essicnalisa^  the 
careful  pareparatioti  of  every  classt  ^^  aigaifi«» 
emit  rapf}ort  he  e&Joyed  with  his  stud^ats^  his 
liaitless  patieace«  let  the  driviag  force  of 
this  perfection  I  learned  asXj  in  those  personal 
eaeonnters  with  his*  llhere  I  learned  his  com- 
plete dedication  to  the  work  of  Christ*  ^*In 
working  for  cur  Dirine  Lord  (he  always  referred 
to  Christ  that  %iay}  it  would  be  a  shabby  service 
to  offer  Hia  less  than  our  best**t  ^^  used  to 
say*  It  was  this  ''best"  that  inspired  such  ad« 
airaticm  in  his  students*  Itony  recognised  the 
'^best**!  periM^  a  few  re£ilieed  the  faith  oA 
dedicati<m  whdLch  inspired  it*  It  was  this 


-^Jlw  ' 
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dadieation  to  liwdfag  youth  to  Chriet  that  i»» 
polled  hia  at  tho  outl^roak  of  World  War  II  to 
follow  his  boj8  to  ^ere  tho  action  waa*  fo  hia 
■illtary  chaplaiscy  ho  brought  tho  aamm  Tigor 
aad  oathusiaaa  vith  vhich  he  tau^t  a  Latia 
4eele2^iofi  or  eoaiijugatioR*    For  hia  it  would 
have  b^mt  a  shabby  ^rrlce  of  Christ  to  act 
o^erwiiM* 


Ro  cae  idio  ever  aair  hia  at  tho  alt«r  was  aot 

struck  by  the  digaity  with  idiich  he  offered  the 
Holy  Sacrifices  the  iiq)eecable  nibrics«  hia 
eloqueat  Latia*     But  I  learaed  beyoad  t^iat  his 
deepf  persoaal  attachamt  to  Qirist  ia  the 
SaelMuriat*    I  heaxnl  his  ^>eak  so  iatiaately 
about  the  Sacmaeatal  Pres^xce.     This  devotioa 
e3q>laiaed  i^y  ai^t  after  ai^t  he  v<mld  be 
fotod  ia  the  quiet  daztaiess  of  the  college  chapel 
before  the  Hlessed  SacmMat« 

Aad  I  l^uraed  about  the  spot  reserved  ia  his 
heart  for  the  hdy  Mother  of  God  -  the  woom  ia 
his  life  he  used  to  call  her*     He  loved  her 
Bosary*     I  thiak  he  put  it  just  after  the  Diviae 
Office  as  a  daily  duty  of  the  priest  aad  religi- 
oas*     £vea  before  I  weat  to  the  Novitiate  he 
would  tell  aet**ao  aatter  how  full^  how  busy  your 
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tey  wd^t  bet  n^^^^i^  I^t  a  day  pass  without 
sayiag  htr  Rosary*** 

^ese  are  soae  of  the  things  I  retaember*     I 
think  thej  are  the  things  those  reaeiibei 
llir«s  he  touched:  the  iaspiratica  of  his  pro- 
fessicaaal  excellmice  ia  the  service  of  Christy 
his  detrotedaess  to  the  Holy  Sueharistt  his 
■NQy  lore  for  the  Mother  of  Qod*     These  are 
Idls  bequests*     Could  a  priest-teacher  le«pe  a 
richMT  legacy  to  his  studezits  %^on  he  has  left 
behlad? 

iSmmom  preached  by  Father  Joha  A*  Burke  at  the 
fttteral  of  Father  Williaa  O^Toole  ia  St.  Aabroae 
Churchy  Rochester,  Hew  York^  oa  Iteaday,  July 
29«  1968*     T^raascribed  fros  the  preacher*s  rnjoi- 
cript}« 
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For  aziyone  who  loiav  Father  Bob  Kontaguc^  thero 
is  no  need  for  a  hooily  or  a  euology  today. 
This  feast  of  All  Saints*  this  gospel  cm  the 
beatitudes  with  its  eonclusioiit  **Be  glad*  yOf 
be  overjoyed  your  reward  in  heaTttm  is  great*** 
say  all  that  seeds  to  be  said  about  his  life* 
Howerery  not  everyone  here  had  the  privilege 
of  knowing  Bob  and  far   this  reascm  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  \fardB  this  oKxming  about 
how  his  life  affeeted  soaie  Basilians. 

I  speak  as  erne  vho  knew  hia  well  twimty  years 
ago  when  we  spent  a  year  toge^er  at  St*  Basil's 
Novitiate  in  Biehaond  Hill*  Our  paths  i^parated 
after  that  but  crossed  often  «iou^  that  I  know 
the  good  that  he  did  for  ae  was  asiltiplied 
EBzxy*  xaany  times  aa^ig  Basilians  and  aa<mg 
his  students  as  well* 

I  speak  not  <»ily  for  BQrself  but  for  all  thir^ 
teen  of  that  novitiate  class  when  I  recall  his 
contribution  to  our  group*  Re  arrived  about 
two  souths  after  the  rest  of  us  •  just  oRistered 
out  of  the  Kay*  a  Lieutenant  Coisaander«  captain 
of  a  convoy  ship  in  the  Canadian  Navy  -  the 
youngest  aan  in  the  service  with  this  comission* 
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Ve  \nr%f   novictti  all^  Just  out  of  High  School^ 
vrestling  with  the  call  to  serve  Christ  as 
Basilian  priests »  ii^uatiBg  to  coandt  our  lives 
"Wt  struggling  to  bree&  the  ties  that  held  us 
backf  ii^en  into  our  isidst  emam  a  MANf  a  nan  %dio 
had  aade  up  his  aind  to  give  his^elf  c^^^etely 
to  the  servJUM^  of  God  and  aan  as  best  he  could* 
I  doQ*t  eaoao^z^^^  tdien  I  say  that  aoa^  of  his 
spirit,  sooe  of  his  fim  eossiitaent  rubb^  off 
on  all  of  us*  %e  fact  that  all  thirtemi  fin* 
ally  Bade  that  sase  c<»Bitii«at  is  in  no  &aall 
part  dxLB  to  Bob  Kontague*  His  death  leaves 
thirte^!!  Basilians  vho  are  better  aen  for  that 
year  spent  vith  hia« 

Hie  novitiate  life  was  eaeaeting  but  Bob  gave 
Bore  than  was  ever  required  by  novitiate  life* 
Aaon^t  kids  he  becaiM  a  kid  again*  Zt  was  his 
%fay  of  teaching  us  that  sophistieaticm  was  not 
really  very  iiiportant*  And  over  the  yearSf 
idierever  Bob  has  lived  in  our  c<Mm»inity  the 
eff^^t  was  the  saae*  tfho  could  aeasure  the 
iapact  of  such  a  life? 

To  be  a  priest  was  his  goal  whim  he  case  to  the 
I^vitiate*  To  be  another  Christ*  There  is  only 
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one  priest  •  Christ*  He  calls  nen  to  partici«» 
pate  in  His  priestly  vox^»  To  bridge  the  gap 
tot%feen  God  and  nen*  To  bring  the  life  and 
sacrifice  and  resurrectioan  to  all  awn*  To  offer 
the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  for  God's  people^ 

Xt  is  a  fact  that  Bob  told  one  of  oar  novitiate 
the  day  he  ccmcelebrated  his  First  , 
iy  the  day  of  his  ordinaticn,  that  there  \mm 
nothing  to  look  f orvard  to  nov  bat  death  as  a 
fal  fill  went  >  Only  death  could  sake  nore  coe^ 
plete  his  dedication  to  God*6  vozic*  Death 
%fould  bring  fUlf iUamit  of  a  life  dedicate  to 
Clod«  %OBe  laho  knew  him  wiU  not  dii^iiss  this 
mm  «Bitiae&tt  broui^t  on  by  the  occasicm* 

Z  recall  during  Bob^s  sesdnary  and  ^jrlj 
priestly  years  asking  hin  about  6(»iething  he 
had  of t^i  nentioned  »  a  desire  to  give  his  life 
■ore  coopletely  to  God  in  a  contea^lative  life 
«.  in  the  Trai^pists.  It  was  a  real  difficulty 
for  hia  and  c»ily  his  a%i^ureness  of  the  need  ^lat 
others  had  for  hin  kept  hia  froa  this  step* 

It  is  strange  that,  considering  the  adairaticn 
and  respect  that  I  had  for  Bob,  when  I  think 
back  to  his  seainary  days  %diat  isesediately 
stands  oat  is  his  beautiful  t^aor  voice  singing 


i^smm?^^^'' 
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the  Irisli  Ballds  he  lored*  I  can  still  hear  hia 
singins  the  'Kotrntains  of  ffeiuriii*^  and  ICathlleen** 
%fhile  an  undergraduate  here  at  St«  Hlchael^s 
College*  No  one  i^o  witnessed  his  portrayal  of 
Beckett  in  Murder  in  the  Cathedral  c<»ild  f<»rget 
hov  naturally  he  suited  the  role  of  saint  and 
aartyr*  The  effectiveness  of  his  acting  vas 
^oim  %dien  he  caae  to  the  centre  of  the  stage 
to  give  the  Archbishop *s  Christnas  sernKm^  and 
i^«i  he  blessed  hioself  to  begin  it^  the  whole 
audience  did  likewise* 

He  WIS  in  the  Beadnary  as  in  the  NoTitiate*  a 
dedicated  person,  a  aan  of  prayer,  a  wcmderful 
coBDEunity  aan*  Andidiat  he  was  in  the  Novitiate 
^uad  in  the  Sesinary,  he  was  as  a  priest*  Vhile 
I  was  not  around  to  see  it,  X  know  that  those 
idio  had  anything  to  dov^with  hia  could  not  help 
tet  be  affected  by  his  life* 

Six  aonths  ago  %dien  I  heard  of  Bob*s  illness, 
I  felt  optiaistic,  knowing  ^e  strength  and 
the  spirit  of  the  aan*  As  reports  grew  acre 
oainous  I  heard  and  readily  believed  the  stories 
of  his  cheerfulness  to  friends  and  relatives 
who  came   to  visit  hia.  It  was  characteristic 
that  he  should  view  his  illness  not  froa  his 
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point  of  Tiew  but  froa  theix*8.  If  his  illneaa 
■ade  hia  sad  it  would  be  beoause  it  hurt  the 
ernes  he  loved^  not  that  it  hurt  him* 

Ve  have  lost  a  wcmderful  person,  a  beloved 
brother,  an  inspiring  confrere  and  exceptional 
priest,  a  good  friend*  But  ve  have  not  lost 
hia.  He  is  still  %fith  us  because  of  his  union 
with  Christ.  %ere  is  only   tragedy  in  his 
death  if  «m  do  not  often  recall  the  oeaninc 
of  his  life. 

Bob  loved  to  offer  Mass  and  i^en  a  Qiristia^ 
priest(or  lay»Bn}die8  in  faith  and  love  he  is 
exerc:f3ing  his  pries^ood  for  the  last  tiite, 
saying  his  last  liass*  Be  is  playing  his  part 
tor  the  last  tine  in  redeesdng  the  world  and 
entering  the  fulnee^  of  Qirist*s  death.  ^Hiis 
last  Hass  for  Bob  has  been,  I*a  certain,  the 
holiest  and  oost  real  of  all*  Not  that  his 
death  is  acre  preci<»is  than  the  death  of  Christ 
%diich  %fe  celebrate  in  the  Eucharist  but  because 
his  death  is  his  aost  total  sharing  in  the 
£u<^iarist,  in  the  life  and  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ*  Knwoing  how  Bob  looked  on  death 
takes  the  sting  froa  our  grief,  for  hia,  death 
the  fulf  illfl^nt  of  his  Mass* 


MeLean  «—  TATBER  HOBERT  NCIITAaUS  33 

If  our  liturgical  celebratic»i  of  Mass  is  to  be 
real  it  nezst  resenble  that  nooent  when  we  will 
eay  %iith  (Jurist,  as  Bob  did«  Tiather,  into  Thy 
hands  I  cooBittBd  ay  spirit*** 


(Serocn  preached  by  Father  Edward  MeLean  in 
St*  Sasil^s  Church,  Torcmto,  Koreaber  1,  I968, 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  Hobert  Hcmtague* 
Tk*azuscribed  fron  the  preacher's  aHumscript) 


QnfS^jrm      «-*  NOTEMBER  21,  I968         )ft 

Tbday  v»  are  146  jears  old.  It  was  on  Iknreiiber 
21,  1822,  that  the  Congregation  of  St«  Basil 
was  founded  as  a  religious  coonunity*  On  that 
day  ten  priests  banded  together  in  a  f oraal 
way  to  carry  on  the  itfork  of  educating  jcxaxg 
sen  to  the  priesthood*  iXtring  the  French 
Berolution  the  nuaber  of  priests  vas  tragically 
decrease  and  the  Bishops  had  to  find  a  iiiay 
to  train  young  a»n  to  help  the  Qiureh  of 
France*  Up  to  the  turn  of  the  c^:itury  this 
work  had  to  be  done  imder  cover,  in  the  hills 
as  it  were*  After  iBOO  ecmditions  iaprored* 
the  violence  of  the  persecution  had  aoderated, 
and  6O9  the  aake^iif  t  school  was  sored  to 
Annonay*  %e  ae8d>ers  of  the  staff  of  the 
aehod  lived  under  a  eoaaon  rule*  As  aeatbers 
of  the  staff  grew  older  and  the  desire  to 
carry  on  tliis  isportant  w<H*k  %ias  foreaost  in 
their  oind,  it  was  decided  to  for»  a  religious 
to  c(»itinue  the  vcik*  '^^his  desire 
fulfilled  <si  Noveaber  21,  1822,  ^en  the 
ten  priests  on  the  staff,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Bishop  Administrator  of  the  diocese  of 
?iviers,  joined  together  to  fora  a  religious 
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.ty  tinder  the  patronage  of  St.  Basils 
the  nac»  tokon  fron  the  uaae  of  the  parish  at 
MaiiKXi-Seule  where  soae  of  the  priests  adodnis* 
tered  a  section  of  the  Little  Seminary  of  the 
diocese* 

%e  Coagresaticn  grew  slovly  in  the  first 
fifteen  y^ars  but  the  work  of  this  group  of 
priests  beeafite  well-knourt  and  a  decree  of 
fcradae  and  appronral  f roia  Rooe  was  giren  in 
1837*  Pope  Pioa  IX  approved  thdLs  groop  as  a 
eooHRinity  of  siaple  vows  on  Septeaber  I8,  l863* 
ISie  Congregation  grew  and  spread  until  1902 
lAen  anticlerical  laws  were  «iacted  in  France* 
By  this  tiae  there  were  four  houses  in  France  ^ 
two  in  Algeria,  and  cxoe  in  £hgland«  All  but 
the  last  one  in  FSngland  were  transferred  to 
others  or  confiscated*  The  cosmoa  life  of  the 
Basilians  was  disrupted  as  you  could  quite 
iaagine* 

Z  co^ild  gen  on  %dth  our  historyt  about  the 
Besilians  %dio  cane  to  North  Aneriea  beginning 
in  1850  but  this  and  our  recent  history  are 
known  to  sone  extent*  ^  purpose  in  aentioniag 
our  founding  history  is  to  find  sooe  c^iality 
of  our  founders  that  ^ould  urge  us  cm  to 
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greater  lengths  in  the  work  of  the  CoBgrefffttion 
of  St*  Basil  in  I968. 

The  for«K>st  quality  of  our  founding  fathers 
USUI  courage «  courage  to  carry  on  an  important 
vork  for  the  Church  in  the  face  of  political 
and  social  unrest.  It  took  great  faith,  first 
of  allt  to  give  their  lives  as  priests  of  God^ 
and  thttdt  great  courage  to  work  in  a  Martcahift 
educational  institution  where  facilities  were 
so  lacking*  Ve  are  at  a  tiaie  of  great  social 
and  religious  upheaval  and  it  is  only  with 
great  courage  that  we  can  go  forward  in  carry«- 
ing  oiiJb  our  role  in  the  Chur<^«  We  need 
eoarage  to  live  chaste  lives  in  a  world  in-- 
•enaed  with  sex  fantasy.  We  need  courage  to 
live  a  poor  life*  a  life  of  Christ«-like  re«» 
nunciation  of  easy-to-get  luxuries  and  coii-> 
forts  of  all  kinds*  We  need  courage  to  live 
a  life  of  obedi^see  in  a  world  where  authority 
is  laughed  at  and  freedom  absued*  We  need 
courage  to  live  intense  Christian  lives  in  a 
world  that  seeks  pleasure  and  sin*  We  need 
eonrage  to  face  each  other  and  cay  that  we 
are  working  for  a  goal  beyond  cxir  own  puny 
desires* 
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The  Undlng  force  of  our  founding  fathers  wui 
their  eomon  life*  After  soiae  ^rears  of  living 
under  a  conmon  rule,  the  group  decided  that 
the  Vest  vaj  to  carry  fm   their  vozic  for  God 
and  the  Church  imub  lay  beins  formally  banded 
together  in  a  religious  ccMiranmity  approved  by 
the  Chux*ch*  It  s^eos  to  me   that  the  only  iimy 
that  ve  can  bolster  our  courage  necessary  to 
carry  out  a  fruitful  apostdate  is  by  our 
cni— ii'ilty  life*  Our  apostdate  to  whoever  it 
«t|^t  be  nov  and  in  the  future  %iill  have  God*s 
desired  effect  only  if  it  steos  froa  a  close 
cooEsmity  life^  a  real  unicm  of  aind  and  heart< 

CoMwnity  life  is  living  together,  working  to* 
gether,  eating  t<^ether,  talking  together, 
playing  tc^s^ther,  praying  together,  connuntnc 
together*  IMs  togetherness  is  the  basis  of 
«  fruitftil  apostolate*  l^s  togetherness  is 
at  the  opposite  pole  to  any  kind  of  emlflsh-- 
ness  or  adstaken  self^fulfillii^nt*  This  to- 
getherness is  the  sine  qua  n<m  of  our  own 
christian  living*  Without  this  togetherness, 
I  doubt  if  we  are  really  and  truly  christian* 

Today  on  the  feast  of  the  Presentation  of  Our 
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LM^t  our  fouBdation  day,  we  oast  shew  gnti* 
tude  to  God  for  bringing  ^Bch  and  erery  BBfiilian 
together  into  a  coaoBinity*  It  is  not  a  co- 
incidence that  our  foundation  day  falls  on 
this  feast*  Like  Our  Lady  ve  at  sofse  tlxM 
jflresented  ourselves  to  God,  for  Hia  to  do  with 
us  as  He  %rill8«  It  is  a  coi^ete  offering 
that  only  we  can  qualify  or  take  back*  In  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  Mauss  today  we  offer  ourselves 
as  victios  along  with  Christ  Our  Redeeaer*  In 
the  ikiachrist  He  will  ec^ie  to  us  and  give  us 
the  cmirage  to  perfect  our  offering  and  to 
unite  us  as  nenbera  of  the  Congregation  of  St« 
Basil  to  carry  cut  a  necessary  and  fruitful 
role  in  the  Church  today* 

(S^TBon  preached  at. the  Coomnity  Mass  in  the 
Chapel  of  St«  Basil^s  Seainary«  Noveotber  21, 
1968*  Transcribed  from   the  preacher's 
•ipt) 
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Z  bKve  lomd  the  tesnty  of  tby  haime^  0  l4»rdt 
and  the  place  nhere  thy  glory  difells*  Ps*  25 

I  wiah  to  express  to  my  confreres  and  friends 
of  Father  Hontagixe  our  ci^runon  seDse  of  loss  in 
the  death  of  our  boloved  ^peri<»r  and  Hector 
of  St«  Joseph^s  ^^ollege*     He  was  regarded  \Mtk 
te^  affectl<tti  by  the  staff  and  students  #  and 
by  his  BKmy  friends  ^o  cane  to  knov  hia  intiie-* 
ately*     I  niah  to  assure  Father  ltontagae*s 
ftell^Sr  that  ve  share  deeply  their  grief* 

Wim  deetht  like  that  of  every  priestt  leaves 
OS  yd,fh  at  profound  b&u^  of  lossf  tmd  yet  ^e 
Priesthood  of  Jesus  Christ  never  dies*     Qiere 
is  a  sense*  hoi9ever«  in  %diich  each  of  us  smrves 
God  in  a  special  %f8yt  so  that,  at  hia  ffodag  to 
Ood^  lao  other  can  quite  take  his  place*     I 
feel  this  is  particularly  true  of  Father  Hon-* 
ta^Of  idio  died  on  the  feast  of  Christ  the 
King*    lAiat  an  appropriate  day  for  his  return 
to  life  eternal!     This  Feast*  %dbich  is  dtoar 
to  li1»rgists«  uas  very  dear  to  hi*  because 
it  resells  to  our  adnds  the  vision  of  St*  John 
%diich  places  us  in  the  px^Bence  of  our  Singes 
heavenly  throne  ^ere  the  heavenly  liturgy  is 
eteomally  celebrated*    l!his  Feast 
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aose  mmrn  of  the  nnlcn  of  thin  heaTenly 
liturgy  with  the  Eucharistic  liturgy  i^iieh 
iMlMr  HoBtagae  celebrated  daily*     Hia  chief 
concent  yulb  the  liturgy*    You  see  a^^^la 
evidence  of  his  coticem  in  the  Chapel  cm  \4xieh 
iMi  labored  so  lovingly*    fruly^  he  loved  the 
beauty  of  Qod*a  ikmse*  soA  strove  to  aske  it 
ever  »ore  beautiful^ 

f^th^r  MontagiM  had  a  distingui^ed  career 
hetore  he  ^stored  the  priesthood*     He  had 
sp^it  five  years  in  the  Canadian  Navy^  reach* 
ing  the  rank  of  Lieut^umt^-CoflBU^er  at  the 
age  of  tiien^MBix^  being  the  yc^aigi^t  ^MWiwinder 
of  a  ahip  at  that  tine* 

Ee  had  a  distlngui£^ed  career  in  the  field  of 
acholarship  in  his  undergraduate  and  graduate 
studies,  and  in  teaching*    His  love  for  tru^ 
■oved  hia  to  Join  a  connmiity  dedicated  to 
teachiJBg* 

He  was  a  aost  coiqpetent  adslnistrator  as 
Hector  of  a  university  Cc^Llege  and  as  a  wmmr^ 
ber  of  the  Ihiiversity  S^iate*     But  the  out* 
atimding  ccmcem  of  hie  life  was  his  priesthoodt 
to  i^iich  he  dedicated  all  his  energy  unto  death* 
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Truly  he  caii^t  the  splzdt  of  the  great  Eigi 
Priest  tChrlBt  the  King,  whose  service  he  en- 
braced  and  whose  virtaes  he  ever  strove  to 
ifldtate,  especially  the  virtues  of  loyalty 
and  peace* 

He  was  loyal  to  his  fasdJLy.  How  ft*equent3y 
he  recalled  the  happy  events  of  his  boyhood  I 
His  devotion  to  his  parents  was  truly  bcmnd- 
less*  Mm  M  teacher  he  was  loyal  to  his 
students,  id^on  he  nmr&r  disappointed*  He 
held  thea  in  hi^  respect,  and  this,  tm 
their  part,  was  reciprocated*  He  was  l<^yal 
to  his  GonfflRinity,  for  tdios  he  gave  his  very 
life*  Indeed  he  was  the  victim  of  loyalty* 
Above  all,  he  was  loyal  to  his  church  and  its 
Vicar,  in  whose  joys  and  sorrows  he  partici* 
pated*  He  was  a  loyal  subject  of  Christ  his 

King* 

» 

Father  Montague  was  a  man  of  peace,  because 
his  King  was  the  ^rince  of  P^ice*  During  his 
illness,  a  novena  of  Masses  viae  offered  for 
his  intenticm;  and  his  intention  vias   for  peace 
in  his  own  hous^old,  peace  in  his  Coesmmity, 
and  in  the  Church.  His  spirit  of  peace  was 
felt  by  those  who  lived  with  him*  He  was  truly 
God*s  gtt^tle  «an,  God's  nan  of  peace* 
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All  of  ue  remeiBber  hi©  spirit  of  prayer*  The 
Pfialviet  deecribes  prayer  as  singixig  in  one's 
heart  to  God*  Father  Montague's  soul  was  full 
of  soQgt  full  of  prayer*  I>o  y<m  not  recall 
his  beautiful  voice  as  he  changed  the  Preface 
of  Christ  the  King?  His  scmgs  were  always 
love  son^t  love  of  God  and  love  of  man*  In 
his  last  illness,  he  prayed  that  he  sd^t 
Oddure  it  iBanfully«  in  a  priestly  fashion* 

And  now  as  we  bid  fai'ewell  to  hia,  his  con- 
freres and  his  f  asily  wis^  to  thank  all  i^so 
have  be^a  so  kind  to  him  during  his  illness* 
First  of  all«  His  QraceArchbishop  Jordan^  who 
offered  a  noveaa  of  Masses  for  hiia  and  %dio  kept 
vigil  with  hin  during  his  dying  hours*  Also 
K^msignor  C*J.  Foraut  %^h>  was  truly  a  father 
to  hin  and  ainif ested  a  aiost  tender  concern 
for  him*  In  Father  !kmtague*8  name  we  wish 
to  thaxik  all  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  the  various  committees  %^o  helped 
him  carry  the  heavy  financial  burdens  of  the 
College*  And  finally  we  wish  to  thank  his 
students  and  graduates^  whose  Jo^^  and  sorrows 
he  shared* 
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He  truly  loved  the  beauty  of  God^s  house*  Let 
us  offer  prayers  and  JKasses  on  his  behalf^  to 
i^Mied  his  entrance  into  the  vision  of  that 
beauty  and  heavenly  peace*  Aisen* 

(fioBUy  delivered  by  Father  Basil  F*  Sullivan 
at  the  funeral  Mass  for  Father  Robert  Montague 
in  St.  Josfsph^B  College  Chapel^  Edaionton^ 

Alberta^  October  29,  I968.  Transcribed  fro« 
the  copy  of  the  preacher* s  manuscript  deposited 
in  the  general  archives  of  the  Bagjliffln 
Fathers,  Toronto) 
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y^  are  gathered  here  tonight  to  ptay  for  the 
soul  of  Father  Robert  Montague «  Rector  of  St* 
Joseph *s  College*  His  imtioely  death  is  a 
notable  loss  for  the  Basilian  Fathers  of  whos 
he  %ias  a  much  Talued  mesiber;  for  the  Archbishop 
of  Edmonton  who  has  lost  a  wise  advisor  and  a 
loyal  co-operator;  for  the  University  of  Al- 
berta, too,  which  has  lost  one  of  its  senators 
and  the  head  of  one  of  its  affiliated  insti- 
tutions! for  the  Catholic  students  at  the 
Ghiversity  who  have  lost  a  spiritual  leader 
the  J  held  in  hig^  estema;  and  for  the  clergy 
of  the  diocese  who  have  lost  an  associate  they 
had  coiae  to  regard  with  great  respect  and 
affection* 

l!he  sysrpathy  of  all  goes  out  to  members  of 
his  family  who  have  lost  a  brother  of  whom 
they  had  every  ri^t  to  be  prcnid* 

All  indicaticms  are  to  the  effect  that  Father 
Montague  was  a  member  of  a  closely  knit-family, 
idienever  he  spoke  of  them  that  was  the  im- 
pression one  had  to  get*  He  spoke  of  them 
sore  often  than  most  priests  wo  —  of  his 
parents,  of  his  father  and  of  other  members 
of  the  family,  of  his  mother  in  particular. 
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and  always  in  teros  that  conveyed  the  impres- 
sion of  great  family  solidarity «  all  fsr  one 
and  one  for  all* 

This  solidarity  which  characterized  his  fam* 
ily  life  was  no  less  evident  in  his  religious 
life#  He  was  a  Basil ian  priest t  firsts  last 
and  always t  proud  of  his  identificaticm  with 
the  Congregation «  with  his  fellow  Basilians* 
and  anxious  at  all  times  to  promote  with  all 
his  talents  the  particular  task  assigned  hdlra 
by  his  superiors* 

Mad  he  had  many  talents  to  give  to  any  cause* 
His  early  hosiness  training  —  he  was  a 
banker  for  sose  five  years  — »  gave  him  an 
insight  into  the  practical  affairs  of  life« 
which  stood  him  in  good  stead  slb  a  religious 
superior* 

He  was  yAmt   is  often  described  as  a  **late 
vocation**  in  that  he  was  ordained  some  nine 
years  later  than  is  usually  the  case*  It  was 
<mly  after  his  discharge  from  the  RoyalCAn*- 
adian  Hacwj  in  which  he  served   for  five  years 
during  World  War  II  and  from  which  he  retired 
%d.th  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Commander;  *  it 
was  only  then  that  he  w«it  to  St*  Michael* s 
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College  in  Toronto  and  later  to  3t.  Baeil^s 
Sealnary. 

Bttt  these  nine  years  did  something  for  hia 
too*  He  came  to  knov  life  in  a  way  that  wmnj 
young  priests  never  do*  He  came  to  knov  his 
fellowmen  «-*  the  %iay  they  lived,  the  problems 
they  had  to  face^  their  good  points »  their 
weidaiessest  their  potmitialities*  Thus  there 
was  bom  in  hia  an  nnderstanding  and  a  toler* 
ance  which  enabled  him  to  communicate  wiUi 
the  young  in  particular,  to  guide  them  with 
firmness  when  firmness  was  necessary  — *  but 
always  with  kindness  and  with  understanding* 

Father  Itoitague  was  essentially  a  stud^it,  a 
fine  lecturer,  a  good  philosopher  whose  exper* 
tise  extended  not  only  to  the  scholastics  but 
to  the  modems  of  whose  thinking  he  had  a 
spl^idid  grasp*  He  \iaa  a  man  of  broad  intel«- 
lectual  interests  and,  for  all  that,  a  man  of 
deep  faith  —  a  f ai^  irfiich  ms  entirely  un- 
affected by  his  intellectual  attainments  and 
pursuits*  He  was,  in  his  way,  a  striking 
example  of  the  fact  that  there  is  plenty  of 
rocHB  in  a  big  enough  mind  for  both  faith  and 
reason,  faith  and  knowledge  i^ether  that  know- 
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ledge  pertain  to  the  field  of  theologjt  philos- 
oi^f  science,  sociology,  or  any  other  dis- 
cipline* %ere  is  roost  for  all  in  a  big 
«aou^  mind.  His  faith  remained  as  unscarred 
and  undaunted  as  it  was  because  he  was  also  a 
■an  of  prayer  and  that  at  a  tise  vdien  prayer 
is  bec(»dng  a  bit  of  a  lost  art*  And  because 
he  was  a  aan  of  prayert  he  had  no  %ialls  to 
revisit 9  few  adstakes  to  regret* 

Vhen  a  good  priest  dies  it  is  often  difficult 
to  usee—  what  he  has  acccffirplished*  We  kncv 
eiMii thing  of  his  better  know  achieveaents* 
We  have  an   idea  of  vhat  he  did  and  helped  to 
do  at  St*  ThtmBLB  itore  in  Saakatocm*  We  knov 
what  his  energy  and  drive  did  in  three  ^ort 
years  at  St*  Joseph^s  College*  But  I  am  sore 
the  good  he  did  in  a  great  many  other  areas 
is  something  of  vdiich  we  know  little  or 
nothing  -— '  ^e  iaqpact  he  made  upon  others 
by  the  sterling  example  of  his  own  life,  by 
his  sermons,  his  instructions «  his  advice  to 
those  who  sought  it  «—  all  the  good  he  did 
siflsply  by  being  a  real  men  and  a  real  priest 
•«»  something  the  young  are  quick  to  detect* 
I  am  sure  many  \tho  were  doubting  and  searching 
and  probing  have  realdLzed  that  there  had  to  be 


,^  tej 
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(thing  really  worthidiile  behind  the  think* 
ing  of  a  man  %^o  x>08se8sed  his  serenity  of  soul- 
something  that  was  never  more  apparent  than 
in  his  last  illness  # 

Father  Mcmtague's  long  assocaticm  with  St. 
Thonias  More  College  in  Saskatton  gave  him  a 
special  love  for  that  institution*  As  a  con- 
sequmice  he  made  a  study  of  the  life  of  its 
patron  to  whom  he  came  to  have  quitea  devotion. 
If  he  could  speak  tcmight  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  Father  Itontague  would  utter  the  very 
words  attributed  to  the  great  l^glish  saint 
just  prior  to  his  execution  ^  "Pray  froa  me  as 
I  shall  always  pray  for  you  that  one  day  in 
God*8  good  time  we  may  all  meet  merrily  in 
heaven^* 

(Sermon  preached  by  Ifsgr.  K^tmeth  Fcmm  at  a 
Funeral  mtm  for  Father  Hobert  Hontagae  in 
£dmonton«  October  30«  I968*  Transcribed 
from  the  copy  of  the  preacher's  manuscript 
deposited  in  the  general  archives  of  the 
Basilian  Fathers  in  Toronto). 
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Vt  ar«  gathered  here  today  to  pay  our  last 
respects  to  yet  another  of  our  priests  and 
confreres*  It  %rould  seem  that  we  are  %fedded 
to  ealandty  for  the  hand  of  death  is  nd^ty 
up<»  us«  The  naiae  of  Carl  AUnoch  must  now 
be  added  to  the  lengthening  list  of  Basil  ians 
but  recently  deceased* 

The  Fell  Sergeant  Death  was  very  abrupt  in 
his  arrests  he  %fas  not  pennitted  to  die  a 
studied  death*  But  it  vas  granted  to  hia 
to  spend  his  last  ccmscious  moments  in  the 
company  of  a  feUow  priest  and  to  pass  into 
eternity  cGLmost  iiasediately  upon  offering 
the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  ttess*  It  is  a 
great  consolation »  then*  to  us  of  his  rel- 
igious family  that  while  he  died  suddenly 
and  nnezpectedlyt  he  yet  died  a  peaceful 
and  m  holy  death* 

It  is  very  difficult  to  put  into  mxL  hour- 
glass or  to  capsulize  the  complex  career  and 
character  of  such  a  man  as  Father  AUnoch* 
One  could  speak  at  great  length  of  his 
jdiysical  strength  and  stamina ,  of  his  courage^ 
of  his  athletic  prowess*  Ghie  oig^t  elaborate 
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on  that  wisdoB  and  fund  of  practical  knov- 
ledge  that  mde  hia  a  Talued  counsellor  and 
an  able  administrator*  Que  laight  enlarge 
on  the  spirit  of  faith  which  animated  hia 
priestly  life  -  a  faith  fostered  and  streng-* 
thened  by  the  ever-enduring  influence  of  his 
lylettdid  parents* 

Of  all  these  and  of  many  more  we  could  speak« 
but  at  this  time  I  wmld   like  to  dwell  on 
one  feature  of  his  character  )^ich^  in  ^y 
oplaicii^  was  the  key  to  his  great  influence 
as  a  eoach«  a  teacher  and  a  priest*  I  refer 
to  his  great  love  of  natiire  and  the  outdoors* 
Sm  you  know,  Carl  Mitchell  AUnoeh  was  named 
after  his  illustrious  grandfather  t  J*D* 
Mitehell,  cne  of  the  most  famous  naturalists 
in  the  history  of  Texas*  His  collect icais 
are  to  be  found  in  many  of  our  universities 
throughout  the  state,  as  weU  as  in  such 
famous  places  at  the  Alamo  and  the  Smithsonian 
Institute*  A  school  in  Victoriat  Texas,  is 
in  his  honor* 


Is  it  any  wonder,  th«i,  that  we  find  hia 
grandson,  even  from  his  earliest  years. 


^^     ^*: 
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perfectly  at  hone  in  any  and  all  of  natxire*8 
settings,  whether  it  be  oountcdn  or  8trea«« 
forest,  lake,  ocean,  or  prairie*  Froa 
nature's  infinite  book  of  secrecy  he  read 
%iidely  and  reverently,  for  this  was  a  voltiflie 
of  %^iich  God  alone  \mB   the  author*  In  the 
great  outdocarsf  he  found  tongues  in  trees t 
bodes  iM  the  running  bro<^cst  seivons  in 
stones  and  Qood  in  everything*  His  special 
predilection  for  the  sea  \mB   ecaoething  that 
•Isost  bordex*ed  on  the  oystieal*  He  seemed 
to  B»ke  his  own  the  words  of  the  Bo<^  of 
Jobs  he  that  will  leazn  to  pray,  let  him 
go  to  the  sea* 

I  have  said  that  his  love  of  nature  and  his 
knowledge  of  her  ways,  was  the  key  to  the 
influence  which  he  exercised  over  the  young 
wm  whcMD  he  taught  or  coaclied*  He  spoke  a 
language  %diieh  they  understood  or  at  least 
would  love  to  understand* 


He  IMS  a  isan  of  the  outdoors,  he  was  a  aester 
of  all  the  crafts  and  Skills  needed  f<n*  sur<^ 
vival  and  enjoyment  in  the  outdoors*  He 

in  turn  a  sailor,  a  navigator,  an  escplorer. 


»  %^ 
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a  bunteTf  a  fishemantf  he  viaa  a  horsaiBn, 
a  eomnnt  a  rancher:  he  was  a  carpenter^  a 
aeehanlCf  a  %reldert  an  electrician  •  he  Mia 
all  things  to  all  nen. 

Ito  his  boys  he  ims  the  esbodiaent  of  all  that 
tmm  OBsculine  and  virile  «*  he  ims  a  r^tl  wma 
«•  he  was  thcAr  kind  of 


^oday  the  men  and  hoys  frcm  all  the  inter* 
Tening  years  between  193^  and  I969  are  here 
in  goodly  numbers  to  pay  eloqumit  tribute  to 
^e  memarj  of  a  fine  teacher «  a  ^l^idid 
coach  t  a  good  priest «  a  true  friend* 

fhey  Join  with  all  of  us  of  the  Basilian 
Community  and  %d.th  all  the  friends  of  the 
^llnoch  family  in  ext^iding  to  the  brother 
and  two  sisters  of  Father  Carl  our  heartfelt 
ayi^thy  and  condolences  on  their  great  loss* 

Mtm  pray  far  him  today  in  the  ritual  of  Holy 

Itother  the  Churchy  but  we  pray  with  joy  and 

gladness «  and  fitting  it  is^  for  from  the 

ruins  of  tiiis  noble  ^  stoic  t  little  man  we 

seem  to  hear  the  Admaniti<»i:  '*Let  there  be 

so  moaning  of  the  bar  when  put  out  to  sea,*^ 

(Sersrans  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Father 
Carl  AHnoeh  by  Father  JamMi  VdLlscm  in  St« 
^4me*s  Church,  Houstoxif  January  Ik^   1969f 
at  2:30  p*m«} 
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Ifoinbers  of  the  Pontificial  Institute^  Mr* 
Chancellor  t  are  accustonied  to  hearing  a  dif- 
ficult  question:  **Vhat  is,  or  are,  oediaeral 
studies?^  Should  our  answer  mention,  '•a  per- 
iod neither  ancient  nor  modem",  *^oriaontal 
structure",  inter-discipHnary  co-operaticm", 
<xt  **tool-<iisciplines"»  <mr  reimrd  is  sOTietimes 
a  gXmtas^   stare «  More  often  it  is  a  tolerant 
«Bile,  such  like  that  of  a  nursery  school 
teacher  explaining  to  her  little  charges  that 
the  overshoes  wmst   come  off  before  the  miov- 
suits* 

It  is  now  m^  duty  to  adduce  soise  authentic 
Sffiaples  of  aediaoYal  studies*  Sasiples,  of 
course,  will  not  do  duty  for  a  defintion; 
Socrates  would  never  have  tolerated  this  ploy* 
**That  is  not  what  I  asked  yc^",  the  old  gadfly 
would  complsLin^   "not  <»ie  or  two  out  of  B»ny 
instances,  but  the  essential  nature  -  to  eidoe" 
(Ikithyi^ro  6  D)*  We  all  know  to  what  end  this 
sort  of  talk  brought  poor  Sacrates  -  a  cup  of 
hemlock  and  posthumous  fame*  In  our  aore 
circaeispect  way,  let  us  settle  for  the  samples 
of  mediaeval  studies  provided  by  these  splen- 
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didly  eaparisKmed  graduates  who  have  actually 
doQ*  the  research  I  shall  now  recount* 

X.  All  the  world  kow  knows  that  there  are 
itoral  theologians  to  aay  we  have  given  too 
nuch  to  law  and  !iot  enou^  to  ooaiscience* 
m:mm   Who  is  to  blase?  Saint  Alphonaus  Liguori?  •> 
perhaps «  Seventeenth  century  esuits?  «»  they 
mT9   the  favorite  K^iipping  boys  for  many. 
Doctor  Francis  Firth  of  the  Congregation  of 
Saint  Basil  has  aoved  the  whole  business  back 
to  the  years  vhen   the  12th  c^itury  iifflLs  slipping 
into  the  13th*  There  he  has  foimd  &  smilous 
confessor t  Hobert  of  IQamborought  answering 
a  request  that  he  ^cplain  to  other  priests 
how  they  ought  to  go  fl^)but  administering  the 
sacrausent  of  penance*  In  their  mediaeval  %^yf 
all  hands  were  C(»ivinced  that  the  Lord  ab- 
solves us  of  sin  in  view  of  our  contritions 
the  sain  role  of  the  priest «  as  they  saw  itt 
was  to  ii^>08e  a  suitable  penance*  Where  would 
a  busy  parish  priest  find  hints  on  this  if  not 
in  a  convenient  boc^  where  everything  is  down 
in  black  and  white?  <•  sins  and  their  penalties 
as  neatly  budgeted  as  a  weddy  laundry  list* 
Besides^  ecclesia  seiaper  refonaanda^  '^The 
Church  always  needs  reof rising."  {I5ie  F<Hirth 


ajnan  —  INSTlTOfE  COmoCATlOH.   1969     75 

lateran  Council  was  in  the  offing  as  Flam- 
borough  wrote);  what  a  help  in  doing  the  Job 
if  eTeryone  knew  exactly  where  he  stood:  in 
what  sin  and  in  how  deeply*  Bobert  was  not 
content  iirith  the  first  fora  in  %diich  he  pub* 
liahed  his  book*  Re  kept  reading  Bore  Canon 
Law:  HugucciOt  Robert  CoursoHf  even  soae  non« 
infallible  papal  decretals  and  he  kept  working 
the  new  naterials  into  successive  editicms  of 
his  Penitential* 

Row  does  Doctor  Firth  know  all  this?  He  has 
sp^it  years  in  a  labyrinth  of  36  ccsif  lie  ting 
oanuscript  copies «  traced  their  interrelations t 
locked  up  the  references,  identified  Flaia-^ 
boroug^^s  scmrces.  He  knows  the  period  and   ^ 
he  knows  the  probles;  he  ccsitrols  the  tech« 
■^-^m   aiques  that  atUow  a  historian  to  transcend 
the  centuries*  When  the  thing  ^ma  dpne^  the 
equivalent  ^  give  or  take  a  little »  of  about 
three  very  substantial  Ph*D*  dissertations « 
he  defended  his  vtxrk  before  a  board  of  exaoK 
ining  professors*  Most  6f  them  are  here  to* 
nig}it  so  ycm  %rill  pardon  loe  if  I  do  not  dwell 
upon  the  fact  that  they  are  as  exigent  as  they 
are  erudited*  ^f  not  every  one  of  th^B  agreed 
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with  erery  single  conclusioa  Doctor  Firth  had 
reached,  %^  le  bcm  disaccord  is  what  ■akaa 
the  academic  world  go  roiind.  '^"hey  all  vere 
at  one  cm  thiat  J«J,  Francis  Firth  is  the  sort 
of  scholar  who  ought  to  be  awarded  the  highest 
degree  at  the  disposal  of  our  Institute*  Laatf 
it  is  a  arequirement  for  this  degree  that  the 
thesis  be  printed |  at  this  mcs^ait  Doctor 
Firth  *s  edition  and  study  of  Bobert  Flaa^or* 
^^*^***  Psnitential  is  sous  presse* 

Harold  Harlj  Bursihasi  has  dealt  with  another 
aediaeval  ihglishsan^s  boc^t  this  time  a 
translation  •»» 

Thm  License  thesis  of  Haymond  Douglas  Di<- 
Lor^isKO  has  a  history  of  its  own  ••• 

Conrad  Leonard  HarkixuB  is  a  Franciscan  Friar, 
that  iSf  to  say^  a  disciple  of  the  poor  «an 
of  Aasisi  •»« 

Mary  Jean  Kitchel  has  dcme  her  work  on  the 
well«4mow  iihglish  scholastic  Master,  Walter 
Burley  •••    '         ^ 

The  research  undertaken  for  her  thesis  by  Lois 
Katherine  Siaedick«  Ph«Dt  bears  on  the  literary 
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ambiance  of  poetic  symboal  in  an  Anglo-Saam 


Why  could  ve  not  define  any  one  of  the^  studies? 
Choose  your  sage:  ^>uns  Scotus  thought  "the 
singular  is  not  definable  by  a  definition 
other  than  that  of  its  special  clasa"  (In  2  Sent 
3  6  ad  3t  Opus  Ox:on«  Op  Om  12«1^)  and  each 
of  these  projects  is  singular!  %omas  Aquinas 
said  nothing  elaes  **this  or  that  singular  can 
not  be  defined"  (ST  1#29»1  ad  1),  The  early 
Wittgenstein  is  not  so  early  as  to  be  siedi*- 
aevalf  but  he  knew  that  "What  we  cannot  speak 
we  must  consign  to  silence"  (T  6«5^)»  Kedi«» 
aeiml  studies  aake  nonsense  of  attempts  to 
trap  their  burge<»iing  riches  in  a  few  poor 
ifords*  "Poor  words"  t  Mr*  Chancellor ,  "for 
talk  is  cheap*"  Cheap  or  not»  it  seeos  to  Me 
we  cannot  afford  to  listen  to  sftich  more  of 
this  talkt  and  so  I  beg  lea^e  to  conclude*" 

(Transcribed,  in  ccoidenaed  form,  fmm  the 
speaker*  3  typescript  in  the  archives  of  tbm 
Pcmtificial  Ixistitute  of  Mediaeval  Studies^ 
Toronto) 
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*Tor  a  Biahop  miat  be  without  eriiae,  as  the 
8te%iard  of  Qod  not  given  to  wine  «>  not  greedy 
of  filthy  lucre,  but  given  to  hospitality » 
gentle «  sober «  just,  holyt  continent!  that  he 
my  be  able  to  exhort  in  sound  doctrine  and 
convince  the  gain6ayers**'(^tus«  Chap*  1« 
Verse  7-9) 

As  I  stand  here  this  laoming  before  the  aortal 
rMvdLns  of  a  prince  of  God^s  Church  and  in  the 
presence  of  this  august  asses^>ly  of  biceps  f 
m^isignori  and  priests «  and  before  this  vast 
congregation  t  gathered  from  many  parts  of 
Canada^  and  the  United  States  of  America,  I 
ao  bewildered  and  sccu'cely  know  what  to  say* 
Like  the  prophet  of  old,  I  feel  as  a  child 
not  yet  come  to  the  use  of  speech*  It  is  a 
mystery  to  se  why  X  should  have  been  chosen 
to  address  you  on  this  mlmm,  occaaicm.  It 
were  neet  indeed  that  aoma  person  of  more 
exalted  di^iity  than  I,  sosoe   orator  whose 
tooL^e  has  be«i  touched  with  fire  from  on 
high^  should  speak  the  eulogy  of  the  dis- 
tinguished dead  aroimd  whose  bier  we  are 
gathered  ia  sorrow  at  ^lis  m<»ent»  If  I 
have  any  clais,  even  the  slightest,  to  this 
honor  \&kich  has  been  thrust  upon  ae,  it  oust 
cone  f^rom  this  fact  that  I  have  knoim  this 
saintly  nm  and  known  him  intiaately  for  oany 
years*  I  have  known  hio  as  a  priest  when  he 
was  the  himored  mipez^ior  of  AssuB^ticci  Cc^- 
lege.  Sandwich*  He  was  at  the  head  of  the 
college  during  the  seven  years  that  I  spent 
at  that  celebrated  seat  of  learning*  fie  ^mm 
ay  teacher  during  the  two  years  of  iqy  phil- 
osophy course*  The  year  following  we  entered 
into  a  new  relationship  towards  each  other* 
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w^  bishop  by  his  appoiataent  to  the 
iaportant  8mm  of  Lonclon«  the  training  school 
of  bishops  and  the  nursery  of  archbishops,  and 
I  beeaa»  one  of  his  ecclesiastical  etndents* 
fhree  years  later  those  hands  uliich  hatwm  so 
ofttti  been  lifted  in  blessing,  but  which  are 
now  entwined  in  the  cold  cleisp  of  death, 
were  placed  upon  my  head  in  the  solessi  rite 
of  rodinaticm*  And  that  f ami  1  tar  voice  now 
•tilled  forever  upon  this  earth  bade  me  rise, 
aayings  *^Thou  art  a  priest  forever  aeccK^bLng 
to  the  order  of  Helehisedech«"  For  sore  than 
five  years  after  that  I  lived  with  Bishop 
O^Ccnnor  in  his  episcopal,  residence  at  Lon-- 
den,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to 
hia,  was  an  intimate  and  confidential  friend 
of  his,  learned  to  love  him  and  adsire  his 
■ore  and  sore  day  by  day,  and  was  grieved 
beyond  the  power  of  erpression,  alnost  heart* 
box^en  in  fact,  when  he  v&b   transferred  from 
London  to  this  Ketrc^politan  See  of  I'oronto. 
I  mention  these  things  not  to  exalt  ssyself , 
laxt  siBiply  that  you  may  understand  that  mj 
knowledge  of  the  life  and  lab<»rs  of  Arch«* 
bii^K)p  O^Connor  is  a  fairly  ccs^rehensive 
knowledge* 

And  now,  eqt  brethre,  what  shall  I  say  of  this 
distinguished  churchoan  at  whose  obsequies 
we  are  assisting  this  aoming?  Out  of  a  host 
of  ^iings  %?hich  rush  in  upon  the  raemory  I 
will  choose  but  a  few  of  the  c«)st  iinportant* 
I  will  say  nothing  of  his  boyhood  days  sp^it 
in  the  sanctuary  of  the  hooe  of  his  pious  and 
truly  Catholic  parents,  not  far  from  this 
spot  where  he  now  lies  in  state,  or  in  the 
halls  of  this  venerable  college  of  which  he 
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oam  of  the  very  first  students*  I  will 
pass  OTsr  in  silAnce  the  manj  years  of  hard 
and  diligent  study  in  Cfuiada  and  in  France 
hj  tdiich  he  prepared  himself  for  the  sacred 
■iaistry  of  Christ  *s  Church  «  years  nade 
doubly  hard  by  the  fact  that  his  constitntion 
was  anything  but  robiust*  In  fact  before  the 
cmd  of  his  classical  studies  he  was  told  by 
his  physician  that  he  was  a  TictiiB  of  tubers 
culosiSf  and  was  sent  hone  to  die.  I  idJLl 
say  noticing  of  the  first  years  of  his  priest- 
hood spent  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  a  professor  in  different  colleges 
of  that  gareat  educational  order  of  mmi  lAiieh 
he  had  joined  •  The  Basil  ian  Fathers  •»  so 
well  and  favorably  knovm  to  t>ie  residents  of 
this  cityt  to  the  people  in  gen^sral  of  this 
broad  Ikxoiniont  and  in  seyay  other  parts  of 
the  world*  Bat  I  will  hasten  to  the  year 
1870 1  a  year  aade  imBorable  in  the  history 
of  the  Church  uniTersal  by  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  year  in  which  the  temporal  possessiong 
of  the  "Pfs^pea  in  ^taly  were  unjustly  ecnfis* 
cated  and  seized  by  a  nominally  Catholic 
kingy  whilst  the  other  rulers  of  Europe  stood 
flRipinely  by  and  tacitly  consented  to  that 
shaaeful  act  of  spoliation  t  <^  &c^  ^^  injus- 
tice often  vehefnently  protected  against  by 
the  late  Archbishop.  It  was,  then^  in  that 
year  that  F&ther  0*C«mor  was  node  Superior 
of  Assunnption  College «  which  till  then  had 
led  for  scoe  years  a  precarious  existence* 
The  yoang  and  energetic  priest  a#t  himself 
to  build  up  end  strengthen  that  struggling 
institution*  The  task  was  by  no  means  an 
easy  one.  But  his  deep  learning,  his  re- 
■arable  powers  of  organizaticm  and  adminlS" 
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tration,  his  apostolic  zeal  and  indoodtable 
courage  t  soon  produced  a  wondrous  change  • 
Additicm  after  addition  was  made  to  the 
original  building ^  the  teaching  staff  ima 
augoented  and  strengthed,  the  wise  rules  of 
the  great  founder  of  the  order  were  enforce* 
and  so  before  a  decade  of  years  had  passed 
hj  Assiuiption  College  bad  won  for  itself  an 
mnriable  place  aoong  the  instituticns  for 
hi^er  learning  in  the  Province  of  Ontario* 
And  in  ten  years  more,  on  the  day  when 
Fg^ttKP  O^Ccnnor  left  its  beloved  walls  to 
shoulder  the  burdens  inseparably  e^cmect^ 
with  the  oitre  and  the  crozier  of  a  bishop « 
it  had  attained  to  a  still  higher  position « 
a  position  which  it  siU^iretains  imder  his 
worthy  successors  in  the  presidency*  For 
alffiost  half  a  century  that  college «  which 
was  in  an  especial  nanner  the  creation  of 
Father  0*Cc»nor  has  stood  upon  the  historic 
ground  which  it  occupies  on  the  banks  of  the 
broad  and  beautiful  river  Detroit.  During 
that  tiAe  it  has  ever  held  aloft  the  torch 
of  true  learning  and  shed  its  radiance  and 
its  benign  influ^ice  over  the  western  pen- 
insula of  this  province  and  over  isore  than 
one  state  of  the  Asierican  Union*  Since  its 
incepticm  thousands  of  students  have  thronged 
its  spacious  halls  and  have  drunk  of  the 
fountains  of  knowledge  there  forever  flowing* 
There  they  have  received  a  good  classical  or 
eoBBerclal  education  which  has  fitted  theo 
for  acreers  in  the  world  or  for  entrance  into 
the  seoinary  or  the  university*  And  it  is  a 
well*4cnown  fact  that  the  graduates  of  that 
college  have  always  tak^i  a  high  standing 
idierever  they  have  gone  to  continue  their 
studies*  And  many  of  th&n  are  today  occupy— 
ing  positions  of  honor  and  of  trust  in  the 
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land  9  in  the  church «  and  in  the  different 
valks  of  life*  But«  my  brethren «  the  chief 
glory  of  that  flourishing  seat  of  learning « 
i^ose  history  is  so  intimately  c<»mected 
with  the  history  of  this  man  of  God  whose 
death  we  Boum  today «  is  that  the  education 
which  it  imparts  is  thsrou^ily  Christian* 
There  the  soul  is  recognized  as  the  nobler 
part  of  that  composite  being  which  we  call 
man,  and  hence  religious  training  goes  hand 
in  hand  with  mental  culture*  And  so  the 
graduates  of  Assumption  College  go  forth 
from  its  walls  well  versed  in  the  eleaentaryy 
moral  and  dogmatic  teaching  of  the  Church* 
fhis  gives  themt  if  they  are  aspirants  to 
the  priesthood^  a  good  foundation  on  %^ich 
to  rear  the  superstructure  of  that  knowledge 
of  divine  things  which  it  is  the  office  of 
the  Catholic  seminary  or  university  to  im- 
part* And  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that 
many  of  the  moat  able  and  zealous  priests  of 
the  diocese  of  Londcm  and  of  the  nei^boring 
dioceses f  on  both  sides  of  the  international 
boundary  line^  have  made  their  preparatory 
studies  in  that  college  Which  owes  its  pres* 
mat   ef  f ici«icy  and  its  past  triumphs  to  the 
genius  t  to  the  profound  %d^om  and  to  the 
heaven-ablest  labors  of  good  Father  O^Ccaonor* 

Tou  may  think,  mj  brethr^i,  that  I  tarried 
too  long  on  this  part  of  the  career  of  this 
great  servant  of  God  and  that  I  should  have 
haat«ied  nK>re  quickly  to  the  years  of  his 
episcopacy*  Bit  what  I  have  sp<^en  I  have 
spoken  because  I  believe  that  the  work  d(»ie 
by  Father  0*Ccnnor  for  Catholio  edueation  in 
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this  mmn^  mfsOLA  tern  won  for  Ida  iaperiah- 
ahle  ra&oim  and  a  ri^t  to  the  grateful  re- 
■MBl>raiice  of  the  people  of  Cajoada  and  of  a 
large  section  of  the  United  States  er^i  thou^ 
he  had  iterer  worn  the  aitre  of  a  bishop  or 
the  palliuia  of  an  archbish^* 

When  at  length  the  ndtre  did  cose,  unsoa^t 
and  uncoveted,  he  undertoc^  the  heaviest  and 
■oare  eaoM^ting  duties  of  the  episcopacy  %dLth 
%hB  mmm   iseal  and  energy  which  had  character- 
ised his  labors  in  the  acre  congenial  field 
of  education*  His  nine  years  tenure  of  the 
office  of  ordinary  of  the  diocese  of  Londcm 
was  a  tine  filled  with  incessant  toil  for 
the  good  of  religion  within  ^e  confines  of 
his  JturisdictiOQ  and  frau^t  %d.th  many  and 
lasting  blessings  for  his  people*  In  season 
and  oat  of  season  he  fed  his  spiritual  child- 
ren en  the  bread  of  God^s  w<»rdt  bozicen  to 
thes  in  seroons  of  great  depth  of  thought t 
carefully  prepared,  forcibly  if  not  eloqu^itly 
delivered,  as  redolent  of  piety  as  the  hc»&- 
ilies  of  the  early  Fathers  of  the  Church  and 
sade  intelligible  to  the  sia^est  ainds  and 
to  the  Binds  of  children,  by  the  absence  of 
all  learned  and  olK^mre  teras  and  by  a  wealth 
of  mpt   illustration*  He  was  most  faithful 
la  adainistering  the  great  sacraaent  of  con- 
firaatioa  to  the  little  onea   of  his  flock 
sad  wcmld  never  neglect  to  keep  an  appoint- 
aent,  nor  \Kgald  he  even  change  the  date  fixed 
for  any  e«reaocy  except  cc^^Ued  to  do  so 
by  necessity*  Brought  up  as  he  was  to  love 
law  and  order  and  Christian  discipline  he 
mled  his  priests  and  his  people  with  a  f ira 
^loit^  fatherly  hand*  And  if  by  soae  he  was 
teon^t  to  be  too  strict  a  disciplinarian  and 
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too  ooch  of  a  stickler  for  the  obaerranee  of 
rules  CGQsidered  by  then  as  unJjqpoirtaBt  or 
as  abrogated  by  long  years  of  desuetude «  it 
was  simply  because  they  did  not  understand 
hia  nor  the  zeal  for  the  hcaior  and  glory  of 
Gkxit  for  the  good  of  religion «  and  for  the 
salvation  of  souls  by  which  he  was  devoured* 

His  deep   interest  in  the  gareat  work  of 
Catholic  education  which «  as  we  have  seent 
the  dcodnant  characteristic  of  his  early 
in  the  priesthood  ^  was  not  allowed  to 
flag  yihea  he  passed  fros  the  classroon  to 
the  episcopal  palace*  The  aaoy  parochial 
schoolSf  built  or  projected  during  his  epis- 
copate,  the  valuable  aasistaneet  directive 
and  i»iterial«  which  he  rendered  to  the  col* 
lege  of  his  predilection  and  to  the  aany 
ccQvents  for  the  education  of  girls  under 
his  jurisdictiosi  -  all  bear  witness  to  the 
fact  that,  after  the  interests  of  aftigiGn, 
jiothing  %«6  dearer  to  his  great  heart  than 
the  interests  of  Christian  education* 

His  pow^c^  of  administration  of  utdch  Sand^ 
wieh  College  is  a  Bonum^at  were  given  a  wider 
scope  Mtk&QL   the  fortunes  of  the  diocese  of 
londGii  were  cosaitted  to  his  care*  And  in 
the  adaini  a tration  of  its  teoporalities  he 
deaonstrated  anew  his  great  business  acumen* 
Be  ssy  not  have  be^i  a  brilliant  financier 
but  he  was  a  capable  andftr-seeing  <me*  He 
%aui  an  implacable  «ie^y  of  heavy  debts  and 
would  seldom  allow  his  priests  to  begin  the 
erecticm  of  any  edifice  until  the  greater 
part  of  the  cost  had  been  guaranteed*  He 
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f  ocmd  his  diocese  rather  heavily  in  debt  - 
not  throu^  any  fault  of  his  predessor  but  by 
reason  of  its  youth  -  and  he  left  it  in  a 
financial  conditicm  second  to  few  in  Canada* 
Many  of  the  substantial  and  beautiful  eocles-^ 
iastical  bttildings  for  vdiich  the  diocese  of 
London  is  famous «  Jtere   erected  during  his 
regisie.  And  what  is  more,  by  his  careful 
handling  of  the  limited  resources  of  his  See, 
and  1:^  his  discharging  of  ouch  of  its  in** 
debtedness  he  made  p<»sible  the  remarkable 
building  career  of  his  who  was  his  successor 
in  Lcmdcm  and  in  the  archiepiscoapl  See  «• 
the  recently  deceased  and  deeply  lamented 
Fergus  Patrick  McEvayt  late  Archbishop  of 
^caronto. 

When  Bishop  0*Ccam<»*t  mj  brethren  toc3k  pose** 
ession  of  that  beautiful  gothic  cathedral « 
erected  in  London  by  that  other  great  church- 
man, the  late  ftost  Reverend  John  ¥alsh, 
whose  name  is  still  held  in  benedicticm 
throughout  the  length  and  bi'eadth  of  this 
province,  he  found  it  encumbered  with  a  debt 
of  S65tOCX)«  On  the  last  Sunday  on  idiich  he 
addressed  his  sorrowing  people  from  the  pul- 
pit of  St.  Peter *8,  he  was  able  to  announce 
to  them  the  good  news  that  the  debt  had  been 
reduced  to  about  one  third  of  that  amount* 
And  s<»oe  $1^,000  of  what  had  be«i  paid,  was 
paid  from  his  own  allowance*  As  a  bishop  he 
had  lived  the  saae  frugal  life  i^iich  he  had 
learned  as  a  meii^r  of  the  Congregation  of 
St*  Basil  and  the  residue  of  his  incoae  all 
vent  to  the  Church  and  to  the  charitable 
institutions  of  his  diocese*  His  saeceasfUl 
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adfldnistration  in  London  soon  became  apparent 
to  hia  colleagues  in  the  episcopac^t  and  so 
iilie&  the  See  of  Toronto  became  vacant  throu^ 
the  sudden  desdse  of  Archbishop  WsJlsht  Bishop 
O'Connor  %ia8  the  choice  of  the  bishops  of  the 
province  as  his  successor*  Setegged  to  be 
eaceused  from  accepting  the  proffered  prefer- 
■«it«  He  petitbned  the  then  Holy  Fathert  the 
great  Leo  XIII «  to  leave  his  idiere  he  was* 
Bat  ^:^oiae  %fould  not  alter  its  decision*  And 
then  the  good  bishop «  being  a  true  and  loyal 
son  of  the  churchy  and  kn^idng  that  the  voice 
of  Bone  is  the  voice  of  God,  acquiesced, 
aa^fliig,  like  her  who  vias  chosen  to  be  the 
soth^r  €d^   the  Word  IncamatOt  and  towards 
idieo  he  had  a  most  tender  devotion,  **Bcce 
aervuB  Domini,  fiat  mihi  secundum  verbum 
tuum"^  behold  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  be 
it  done  unto  me  according  to  thy  word. 

Tbm  scences  of  that  sad  morning  when  he  left 
the  city  of  Londcm  are  indelibly  stamped  <m 
Wff  memory*  A  large  number  of  the  Catholic 
citizods,  many  of  whom  had  only  begun  to  ap«» 
preciate  his  true  worth  wh^i  he  was  about  to 
leave  th«BB,  had  assisted  at  his  last  Mass 
and  remained  within  the  precincts  of  the 
Cathedral  to  %ritness  his  departure*  As  he 
walked  out  tb  the  carriage  in  silence  and 
with  a  heavy  heart  the  people  fell  upcm 
their  knees  to  receive  his  last  blessing* 
He  was  deeply  and  visibly  affected*  But  as 
the  carriage  passed  St«  l^eter*s  School  and 
he  saw  the  little  children  wliom  he  loved  so 
tearly  massed  alc»ig  the  sidewalk  to  imve 
him  a  fond  farewell  he  raised  his  hand  over 
them  in  blessing  and  then  gave  way  to  him 
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pgat«4ip  grief  f  and  strong  nui  as  to  %mi8  and 
ttttarly  devoid  of  any  feniniiM  w>aknawn»  ha 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears;  nor  did  he  re- 
gain his  coiQ>ooare  until  he  had  reached  the 
train  which  was  to  bear  hin  to  his  new  hoee* 
And  yet  there  were  those  in  Lcmdon«  and 
probably  in  this  city  also^  who  thou^t  hia 
a  hard  aan*  and  man  of  stem  and  unsyi^thetie 
aould.  The  truth  is  that  his  ifas  a  tender 
and  loving  heart  t  aa  he  proved  to  those  who 
witnessed  his  grief  (m   that  occasion* 

It  is  not  neeesaar^t  V  brethr«at  that  I  should 
say  ouch  of  the  years  idiieh  Arehbishop  0*Coq- 
nor  spent  in  this  cityt  i^ither  as  actively 
guiding  the  destinies  of  this  great  archdio-» 
case  or  as  lising  in  retireoent  the  quiet 
life  of  a  hustle  Basil ian  Father.  For  the 
past  eleven  years  his  life  has  be«i  before 
yoa  like  an  open  bo<^*  The  saoe  wisdost  the 
sase  seal  and  aiergy*  the  same  fidelity  to 
dtttyt  the  saiae  far-sightedness*  the  saae  fin- 
ancial ability  n^ich  he  displaced  as  Superior 
of  Assumption  CoUege  and  as  Bishop  of  Londcm 
were  evident  in  his  adadnistratiaa  of  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of  this  arch- 
diocese* He  lived  his  life  quietly  anong 
you*  He  not  only  avoided  publicity  but  he 
hated  and  loathed  it  as  something  to  be 
spumed  by  every  true  ambassador  of  that  meek 
and  lowly  Master  Who  gave  to  a  proud  iKirld 
its  first  lesscm  in  humility*  His  life  was 
hidden  with  Christ  in  God*  But  those  1^0 
are  able  to  distinguish  between  outward  show 
and  quiet  endeavor *  between  conscientious 
daily  toil  and  ajpsswodic  deeds  that  win  the 
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vorld*8  applaiiae«  know  that  his  work  h#r# 
vas  of  stopendoua  proper ticna*  And  as  1& 
London  he  had  blazed  the  wasj  for  hia  auc* 
oastior  in  that  See,  so  also  here  in  Toronto 
ha  did  the  spade  work  and  the  heavy  lifting 
that  Bust  needs  be  done  by  his  who  lays  the 
foundation  of  an  edifice  before  the  master 
builder  arrives  to  rear  the  towering  super- 
structure. It  is  interesting  to  note,  ny 
brethren,  hov  Divine  Providence  seems  to 
hava  raised  up  these  two  singularly  gifted 
aoit  ^^i^op  0*Ccamor  and  Bishop  Mc^ay,  to 
do  a  special  vozic  in  this  portion  of  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord*  l^eir  gifts  were  of 
a  different  order  and  so  their  special  wozic 
was  along  different  lines*  Yet  the  woric  of 
each  was  necessary  for  the  success  of  the 
work  of  the  other  and  their  c<Habined  labors 
in  London  and  in  Toronto  have  made  of  these 
two  dioceses,  two  of  the  bx*i|^t^9t  geas  in 
the  diadem  of  the  Qiurch  in  Canada* 

When,  lay  brethr^i.  Archbishop  O'Connor,  felt 
that  he  was  no  longer  able,  by  reascai  of  hia 
advanced  age  and  uncertain  health,  to  dis- 
charge  the  duties  of  his  high  office,  he  did 
idiat  few  mBH  have  the  humility  and  the  coux*- 
age  to  do,  under  similar  circuastan^MB  «  he 
resigned.  That  act  of  renunciation  by  which 
he  relinquished  all  rig}it  to  the  Archbishop- 
ric of  Toronto,  to  the  title  of  this  Miro- 
politan  See,  and  to  all  the  hcmors  and  esolu« 
Ments  ccmnected  therewith  was  characteristic 
of  the  man*  Hi|^  aa  was  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  before  held  by  the  people  of-.this 
province,  non-Catholic  as  well  as  C  tholie. 
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their  admiratica  and  esteem  for  him  were  re- 
dcnbled  by  reascm  of  that  unselfish  deed* 

Th9  rest  of  his  life's  story^  my  brethr«i, 
is  abort*  Three  years  of  complete  retire- 
wmnt   form  the  world «  three  years  of  prayer 
and  meditatiGBQ  in  i^reparatioa  for  the  final 
mwwonftt  three  years  of  suffering  patiently 
bome  in  uion  with  the  passion  of  the  Divine 
Master  Vhom  he  loved  so  tenderly  and  served 
so  faithfully^  and  then  the  end  «»  the  holy 
and  edifying  death,  usch  a  death  as  cne  reads 
of  in  the  lives  of  God's  Saints*  "Precious 
in  the  si^t  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  the 
just^t  says  the  Sacred  tect*  Thrice  preci<ms 
BBst  have  been  the  death  of  this  holy  Arch- 
bishop for  he  was  just  in  the  broadest 
of  that  term*  He  was  humble,  he  was 
ate^  he  loved  poverty  and  not  filthy  lucre; 
be  was  hospitable,  he  was  ccmtinent^  he  was 
a  man  of  faith  -  in  a  vrord  he  was  all  that 
St*  Paul  tells  us  that  a  good  bi^op  should 
be  i&  those  words  of  his  with  %&ich  I 
this 


But  now^  ny  brethr^i^  we  must  bid  a  last  and 
a  sad  farewell  to  the  Most  Beverend  Denis 
O'Ccmuxr,  faithful  priest  of  Jesus  Christ t 
bisliop  and  archbishop  of  the  one,  holy. 
Catholic  and  Apostolic  ^Imreh  of  the  living 
Qod*  Ve  oust  now  ccmsign  his  holy  remains 
to  the  silent  tomb  to  await  that  great  day 
of  the  Lord  vhmx   this  corruption  shall  jnit 
on  incorrupticnt  ^^^   the  mortality  shall  put 
on  iinmortality*  His  noble  and  wrngfamaimam 
soul  we  commend  to  the  mercy  of  Eia  idio 
fashioned  it  and  gave  to  it  its  nobility  and 
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Ita  grandeur*  That  soul  has  alraady^  wa 
hopat  entered  into  the  beatific  Tiaion  of 
its  Maker.  But,  lest  any  iBq;>erf action 
should  have  retarded  it  on  its  passage  to 
the  realas  of  unedning  peace,  let  us  unite 
with  the  Church  in  praying  that  the  lot  of 
this  great  and  good  Son  of  hers  may  be 
this  day  the  lot  of  the  saints  in  light* 
**Requiea  aetema  dona  ei  Dc^zdne,  et  lux 
perpetua  luceat  ei".  Grant  to  hi,^Oh  Lca*dt 
eternal  rest  and  let  the  light  of  eaven*s 
glory  forever  shine  upon  hiia* 

(Seroon  preached  by  the  H^r*  John  V*  l^obin 
at  the  funeral  of  Archbishop  0* Connor  in 
St*  Basil's  Church,  Torcmto^  Tuesday,  July 
%,  1911«  ITranscribed  froa  a  newspaper 
clipping  in  a  serapbodk  in  the  library  of 
St*  Basil's  Seoinaryt  Toronto) 
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On  behalf  of  the  Congregation  of  St«  Basil  X 
iriah  to  oonvey  to  Father  Me^^ey^s  sisters  and 
family  our  deep  and  prayerful  8yBq;>athy*  To 
his  sister  f  Florence  «•  unable  to  be  here  «»  ve 
smd  our  profound  sympathy  and  good  wishes* 
God  blees  you  and  your  par^its  for  giving  us 
Father  Tom.     Hay  our  mutual  love  and  prayers 
sustain  us  in  our  sorroir* 


Father  Tc»a*s  aednistry  was  sp^it  in  Calgary 
and  here  at  Asmnaption*  Re  always  ^ijoyed 
teaching  and  his  students  and  associates  loved 
his  because  he  had  respect  for  them  and  was 
available  to  them.  His  graduate  studies  yeaam 
ago  in  Psychology  at  Boston  College  were  under- 
tak^Qi  that  his  student  coimselling  mi^t  be 
more  effective.  These  last  months  separated 
from  his  teaching  were  a  difficult  and  frus» 
trating  adjtistment«  which  he  faced  with  courage, 

"Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory"  -  wrote  St. 
Paul,  and  addedt  almost  tauntingly  «-  ^  Deaths 
idiere  is  your  victory?  0  Death t  i^ere  is  your 
sting?**  I  am  ^>iBg  to  give  aimte  personal  re« 
flections  cm  the  life  of  Tom  Mc^oueyt  not  by 
way  of  eulogy  or  praise  of  him^  but  rather  am 
a  recogniticm  of  the  gifts  and  qxialities  azid 
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▼irtues  that  Qod  g&ve  to  one  we  have  knoim  toad 
loved*  Virtue  is  nore  appealing  as  it  is  r»» 
lee  ted  in  a  huaan  lifet  rather  than  in  a  def  in-» 
ition  in  a  text  bo<^*  I  think  he  faced  death 
vith  perfect  eala  and  serenity  mm   the  single 
and  necessary  clioBoc  of  a  life*  ^here  are 
strong  indications  that  he  had  a  pr^oonitiont 
that  lifers  sun  vas  setting*  Hecently  he  wrote 
to  his  brother»in«lav  that  his  (Tchb^s)  naae 
vaa  next  on  the  list*  His  last  illaesB  vas 
brief  «»  and  his  death  peaceful  -  he  8ia|»ly 
stopped  breathing  %#ith  a  sigh  of  relief*  Ve 
dremd   the  idea  of  dying  *  he  faced  it  with 
faith  and  trusty  not  in  a  mc^bid  way  but  optiaK 
istically*  On  his  bookcase  the  prayer  cards 
of  the  last  f  ort^rpf  ive  Basilians  to  die  were 
posted  «-  a  daily  rerainder  of  eternity*  So 
Bsny  people  in  their  lives  witness  to  the  irast 
potential  of  hiaam  life  •^its  dynasdcs  and  the 
witless  of  intellectual  discovery  and  aectaa^ 
lishsmit*  They  sickly  radiate  vitality,  the 
triu2q;3hant  zeit  of  living*  I  think  Too*s  %ritnem 
was  rather  to  the  fragility,  the  dlicacy,  the 
sensitivity  of  life*  And,  dear  Gkxi,  how  we 
needed  his  witness  and  exaflrple  in  our  age  of 
violence  and  recrinination*  He  was  quarterba^ 
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for  his  mm  anointing*  Seeing  that  he  vias  in 
the  hands  of  an  anateur«  he  carefully  instruct 
ted  Father  Donald  Faught  on  the  order  of  the 
eereaonies* 


Father  Tte  una  a  gentle  Bian«  gentle^  hufflble^ 
thcm^tful  and  eoB^;>aasiQnate  •*  nver  deaanding 
or  condescending  -  kind  and  gracious  to  all» 
%ere  was  something  almost  sa^raaental  in  his 
ssdle  and  a  radiance  in  the  tmrsith  of  his 
greeting*  A  li^t  has  gene  out  of  cmr  lires 
and  oar  hosie  *  a  quiet  Toice  has  been  stilled* 

!tai  had  a  delightful  sense  of  hui»>r  and  a 
li^t  tcu^,  nerer  bitter  or  scathing^  often 
devftstatingly  vitty*  He  kept  this  virtue  to 
the  mid*     After  he  was  anointed  on  Tuesday, 
he  was  told  that  it  a^mai^  as  if  he  %ns  8«ri«» 
oisly  ill*  He  replied  rather  drolly,  ^I  gu^n 
I  aast  be  if  the  first  thing  the  doctor  orders 
after  seeing  ae  is  that  I  be  given  the  last 

lt8*»» 


For  seri<»is  men  slDce  the  beginning  of  tine, 
the  world*s  blmoishes  defined  their  taidCf  and 
serious  aen  still  struggle  to  oske  an  iisperf ect 
society  work*  The   odds  are  greats  and  the 
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possibility  of  self-delusion  are  great*  His 
ooudstent  good  htuaor  nade  hijs  a  trusted 
frief^  \fho  will  be  sorely  aissed  in  an  age 
of 


Father  Ton  vas  devoted  to  the  Basilian  Fathers  t 
alsMys  proud  to  be  one.  As  with  most  of  us« 
apart  tram  our  fasilies^  ii^iatever  we  have  in 
the  vay  of  education «  degrees  and  position 
has  c&OB  from  the  6asilians«  T&a  created 
Sf—iiiifty  life^  by  sharsngt  by  giving*  A  veek 
a^  he  ease  to  our  regular  Tatchi  gam*  le 
eooi^lained  of  a  bad  cold  but  he  stayed  aiod 
played  to  please  us*  This  unselfisliness  ve 
took  for  granted*  As  all  of  ust  he  had  weak- 
nesses and  flredlities*  In  spite  of  i^ese  he 
reaained  lovable  and  admirable*  A  laon  %d.th 
salice  towards  none  -  with  charity  towards  all 
and«  as  a  refrain  and  suamary  of  his  life,  I 
repeatf  with  charity  towards  all*  He  had  a 
great  feeling  for  the  neglect^t  ^^id  those 
i^o  were  despondent*  ikmm   of  his  finest  work 
was  with  the  old  people  in  Hux-on  Lodge*  His 
own  sensitivity  told  his  v^en  others  needed 
his*  He  could  bring  courage  and  hope  becaiise 
he  had  thes*  During  Father  £lex  Grant *s  illnesses, 
tbs  was  a  great  source  of  help  to  his* 
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As  a  rellgioiia  he  knew  that  rmiewal  is  called 
for*  All  too  often  renewal  has  seant  abandon* 
ing  and  not  replacing  guidelines*  Tom  clung 
ifith  strong  and  Bia^le  and  vital  faith  to  the 
truths  he  alvfays  lived  by.  His  devoation  to 
daily  Mrss  vas  the  centre  of  his  life*  He  read 
his  office  in  the  pres^tice  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
vm&t  andt  hov  often  we  have  seen  him  sajing 
the  rc^ary  walking  back  and  forth  la  the  chapel 
or  asking  tiie  Stations  of  the  Cross*  His 
student  days  here,  and  his  teaching  career  in 
St*  Mary*s  in  Calgary  wad  here  at  AssusipticQ* 
were  all  sp^at  in  schools  dedicated  to  Maryt 
the  Mother  of  God*  His  life  was  lived  in  her 
pres^ice*  ^t  was  but  natural  then  %ihen  he  was 
tasim  to  the  hospital  on  Tuesday  ev^iing  that 
he  insisted  that  his  rosary  be  hung  around  his 
neck*  In  all  reneval  we  oust  have  ineaory  and 
pro|diecy*  If  we  are  aeaBerised  Imd  seduced 
by  tlie  cooteaporaryt  we  laiss  our  roots  and  our 
dastiay* 

In  ccnclusica,  let  ae  say  that  during  life 
Father  To«  McGwey  was  a  temple  of  God*  He 
was  pledged  to  final  Hesurrection*  T^t  is 
idiy  a  funeral  procession  is  really  a  victory 


^Ig^l^-"'' 
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■urehf  a  trisifiphant  thing*  -^hat  is  %diy  the 
Liturgy  uses  inc«ise,  joyful  x>tnilti  and  bless* 
in^*  Daily  he  ate  the  Bread  of  Eternal  Idfe^ 
^  eannot  be  content  with  crmi^s*  Itey  he  rise 
into  the  life  of  glory  and  the  eternal  TisiOB 
of  God*  Ifey  ^e  angels  lead  hiB  into  Paradise^ 
May  his  g^-eat  soul  rest  in  x)eace*  Thank  God 
for   giving  him  to  us* 

(tersKm  preached  by  Father  Jc^in  F*  Hurphy  at 
tlie  funeral  of  Father  Thoaas  McG^mey  in 
Assumption  Churchy  Winds(»r,  on  ^turday^ 
March  29 1  1969*  Transcribed  froE  a  copy  of 
the  preacher  ♦s  aanuscript  deposited  in  the 
g^ieral  archives  of  the  Basilian  Fsithers  in 
Torcaito) 
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Hy  d«ar  brethren  in  Christt 
We  have  come   together  this  aaming  to  offer 
a  ¥mm  of  requiem  for  the  repose  of  Father 
FMmk  Bolandf  a  Sssilian  confrere  to  oany  of 
nst  a  respected  colleague  or  a  beloved  teacher 
to  others,  and  a  friend  to  all*  Ve  are 
idtodced  by  the  suddenness  of  his  death>  eiratt 
in  these  days  of  var  and  violence  when  w 
Bight  well  be  considered  Shockoproof  •  It 
HM  not  «cpect«d^by  any  of  us.  nor  by  hi»B.lf , 
as  far  as  we  kzioir«  He  adaitted  half-huaor- 
oosly  that  he  was  liring  on  borrowed  tiae  in 
▼iew  of  a  heart  condition »  \mt   one  tends  to 
ignore  that  riAm    He  was  far  away  fr<»B  hoam 
when  death  overtook  his,  and  \itm,t   is  isore  he 
was  utterly  pre-occupied  %rith  a  rmmasLrch  pro- 
j^^t  he  was  aag«r  to  finish  and  give  to  the 
imblie*  Htuaaaly  speaking  It  was  not  ^e  tiae 
to  die.  On  the  other  hand  to  be  stricken  in 
Holy  Week,  and  to  die  as  the  first  rays  of 
£aster  dawn  t»re  beginning  to  aj^pear,  could 
there  have  been  a  holier  and  happier  tiae? 

aere  is  a  text  of  Scripture  in  today^s  epistle 
which  coaes  to  ay  mind  now  because  it  ells  us 
»thing  significant  abcait  Father  Boland* 
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Th«  words  are  those  of  St*  Peter »  the  rock  on 
idiich  the  Ghtirch  mm  built  t  and  they  inere 
writt^i  to  his  floekt  when  that  flock  was 
still  isnallt  and  in  special  need  of  guidance* 
fhegr  %rere  of  course  aeant  also  for  us  of  a 
later  tia».  ••It  is  yours*%  wrote  Peter «  "to 
poroclais  the  mxploLtB   of  God  idio  called  you 
out  of  dajteiess  into  ^lis  sarrellous  li^t*" 
(IPeter  2^  10) »  It  is  yours  (in  other  words) 
to  tell  of  the  goodness  and  kindness  of  Qod 
%^io  scoit  Eis  Son  into  the  %rorld  in  hUBan 
f  oral  to  show  us  the  way  to  heaven  by  what  he 
said  and  by  what  he  did|  to  show  us  the  %iay 
fr<»B  the  drab  existmice  of  tise  to  the  glory 
of  eternity;  in  short  fr<»i  dazicness  to  li^t* 

Hhe  initial  call  out  of  darkness  case  to 
Frank  Boland  at  the  bapti^Kil  f<mt*  He  was 
thim  called  to  the  light  of  the  Christian 
faith*  This  call  wbb  renewed  and  intensified 
at  intervals  in  his  upbringings  at  confiro- 
ationt  at  Holy  Mass«  and  in  the  sacraments 
gmierally*  It  was  a  clearer  call  when  he 
becase  a  x>z*i98t  in  19^2*  It  was  then  he  was 
called  in  a  efpecial  way  to  be  a  witness  to  the 
li^t  that  radiates  fr<M8  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ* 


^m^- 
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At  tbm  present  moamit   of  grief  IVank  BoXand 
bas  been  called  from  dazimeee  to  light  in  a 
aore  transcendental  way  «»  from  the  darkness 
of  tiae  to  the  light  of  eternity.  For  this 
call  I  am  confident  he  was  never  whol]^  an«» 
prepared.  He  had  pondered  froa  tis^  to  tiae 
the  words  of  the  Mvine  Heustert  *1^  ^  Bttn 
decides  to  coae  after  ae^  he  aast  say  No  to 
hifl^elf t  shoulder  his  cross  and  follow  ae*** 
Tears  ago  he  had  aade  up  his  sdnd  to  follow 
Christ  and  having  pat  his  hand  to  the  plow« 
there  was  for  hia  no  turning  back.  Holy  Veek 
had  been  a  tiae  of  great  interest  to  hia  ever 
since  he  sexvmd  in  the  sancturary  as  a  boy. 
Qie  switching  on  and  off  of  the  lights  in  the 
Tenebrae  service  greatly  intrigued  hia.  He 
vaguely  grasped  the  way  in  idiich  it  reflected 
the  death-resurrecti<m  theae  of  the  entire 
weekt  a  theae  which  echoed  like  a  recurring 
chord  in  a  synphcny  of  the  Passi<»i.  It  was 
of  course  only  later  that  he  saw  the  death- 
resurrection  theae  of  Holy  Week  as  an  epitooe 
of  the  Oiristian  life  itself.  The  sorrows 
and  joys,  the   defeats  and  victoriest  the  fears 
and  hopes  of  daily  life«  what  are  they  bat 


j^me^^m 
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msftibols   of  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Christ*  One  has  to  see  thea  from   this  point 
of  Yiev  and  accept  thea  in  order  truly  to 
follow  Christ*  This  laus  the  lesson  of  Holj 
Ife^l  ifhieh  gradually  he  <^se  to  leam# 

Ve  now  know  that  Frank  Boland  had  definite 
plans  for  the  Easter  of  1969«  ^  planned  to 
go   to  Hoae  to  see  the  cerefficnies  at  their 
best*  But  a  courtesy  call  in  Holland  on  the 
way  proved  to  be  the  end  of  his  earthly  pil«» 
griaage*  From  the  dazimess  of  symbols  he 
mm  amnOBed  to  the  full  glare  of  the  Divine 
Reality* 

I  shall  venture  to  say  of  Father  Boland  that 
he  \mm  a  selfHMtde  aan^  by  vhich  I  aean  one 
vho  not  only  takes  advantages  of  existing 
opportunities*  but  is  ever  on  the  alert  to 
create  nev  cmes*  You  have  known  hia  Icmg 
enough  in  Windsor  to  Imve  observed  thia*  and 
I  who  have  knc^ir  hia  curlier  (I  was  ordained 
the  day  he  was  bom)  can  testify  that  this 
pattern  was  evid^it  in  his  life  fr<»a  the 
beginning*  An  only  child  of  parents  %dio  were 
devout  Catholics  t  Frank  Boland  ch<»e  the 
priesthood  without  urging  on  their  part*  The 
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mum   is  true  of  his  decision  to  be  a  Basil  ian# 
It  Mus  his  choice  firsts  and  only  afterwards 
their^  though  it  did  involtre  separation  fros 
hot  at  an  curlier  date,  and  so  a  ^reat^r 
sacrifice  for  th«ai#  Both  parents  have  long 
since  been  called  to  their  appropriate  retmrd 
in  heaven* 

#rank  Boland  took  honors  in  History  as  an 
undergraduate  at  TorcmtOt  <^<^  after  ordination 
taugjit  that  subject  in  BasiUan  hi^  schools 
in  Toronto,  Houstcm  and  Calgary*  ^  related 
to  hi^  school  students  perfectly  and  had 
ttaoraoos  influence  with  th^i*  Ihridently  their 
mLgemmaa   to  know  and  do  things  appealed  to 
hia*  He  was  quite  willing  to  admit  that  we 
have  a  special  duty  to  the  poor,  but  held  that 
it  was  a  mistake  to  think  that  all  the  poor 
are  in  the  slums  of  our  cities*  There  are 
boys,  he  said,  in  all  our  schools  who  do  not 
know  that  it  is  Christ  who  is  knocking  at  the 
door  of  their  hearts*  Not  to  recognise  the 
call  of  Christ  is  to  be  poor  indeed* 

So  Frank  Boland  was  not  merely  a  good  teacher 
as  all  will  admit*  H«  had  likewise  the  pas- 
toral instincts  of  one  who  was  a  priest  to  the 
cope* 
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During  hia  lat«r  jtb  at  Hi^  School  t#a^«» 
dLn^  Father  Boland  aou^t  to  prepare  hlaself 
l^  aimer  coursaa  at  the  IftiiTaralty  cd  Detroit 
for  a  aev  opporttmity  that  waia  presenting  it«- 
aelf  •  He  for^ttw  a  nev  IMiversity  of  Windsor 
cooing  into  beings  and  eagerly  set  ab<mt  pre» 
paring  himself  for  a  role  in  it*  He  pleaded 
for  and  uaa  granted  free  tiae  for  graduate 
study  and  entered  upon  a  doctoral  prograa  in 
the  University  of  Ottawa*  He  obtained  the 
degree  in  1955t  said  came   to  WiQd8<Hr« 

I  hazelly  need  to  coai^at  on  his  record  in  this 
university.  It  ia  granted  that  he  excelled  in 
the  classroom.  But  he  was  not  content  with 
being  a  routine  professor*  He  had  already 
be^in  to  love  his  university  and  s<»xght  to  do 
sose thing  for  it  in  the  field  of  scholarship* 
As  I  ^dd  before  he  was  always  in  search  of 
new  possibilities,  lihrentually  he  hit  upon  the 
project  of  a  Canadian-Aaerican  Conference  to 
explore  annually  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  which  touch  each  other  so  signifies 
antly  in  this  area*  By  personal  appeal^  always 
hard  to  resist t  he  was  able  to  enlist  the  co- 
operation of  social  scientists  in  a  variety  of 
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ualTersitiest  sa<^  o^  statesfflen  and  diploaata 
en  both  sides  of  Uie  international  border. 
It  will  be  a  aonuaent  to  the  seiBory  of 
Father  Bolaad* 

Basilians  will  always  regard  Frank  fioland  as 
one  of  their  great  teachers*  We  cosascmly 
think  of  Father  Joe  IkK^ahej  as  oar  greatest 
(speaking  of  the  dead  onlj)«  Henceforth  we 
idiall  hsTe  to  bracket  hia  %rith  Frank  Boland* 
%ey  had  the  saoe  dynawdsnit  the  saae  escplosire 
energy  and  i^iat  is  oore  isportant  Uie  mmm 
priestline«B  radiating  thrcm^  their  secular 
teaming*  Let  us  think  of  thea  together 

today  as  we  pray  for  their  repose* 

(Ttanseribed  f^ron  a  dittoed  copy  of  the 
preacher's  aBOiiiseript  prmm^rr^  in  the  general 
archives  of  the  Bafrnian  Fathers  in  Tor<»ito« 
Serson  preached  by  Father  il«J.  MeCorkell  in 
Mtumaptlai  Qmreht  Windsor^  on  Saturday,  April 
12 1  1969 1  <^t  the  funeral  Mass  of  Father 
Boland*) 
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The  Wise  VoHUHf  she  it  is  %dio  is  to  be  praised« 

(Piwerbs  31f29) 

The  aeaning  -  the  ngrstery  -  of  OQr  text  from 
the  Book  of  Proverbs  is  not  always  easy  to 
discern;  for  modem  life  often  makes  obscure 
those  among  us  i^o  excel  in  a  life  of  Tirti^* 
Yet  there  are  those  who  have  received  some- 
thing of  wisdom,  divine  wisdc»it  vhich  gives 
them  the  courage  to  live  the  full  life  of 
Christian  responsibility.  Hy  text  speaks* 
too*  of  the  valiant  %roman  i^o  has  overcome 
obstacles*  discouragement  and  inner  turmoil 
throai^  God*s  grace*  But  we  know  that  a  wise 
women  is  not  bom  that  way  nor  does  the  mere 
passing  of  years  ^ake  her  that  %iay»  Time  is 
not  the  essential  feature*  but  tdiat  hapi^ns 
during  a  lifetiaie*  how  it  begins  and  how  it 
ends*  Perhaps  the  title  of  %rise  and  valiant 
woman  can  well  be  given  to  Margaret  Pattison 
whom  Almighty  God  has  taken  to  Himself  and  for 
whose  last  burial  rites  we  are  gathered  here 
this  morning.  Margaret  Pattison  was  a  woman 
stalwart  in  soul;  valiant  because  she  had  m 
set  of  values;  wise  because  of  her  love;  and 
praised  because  her  life  was  a  success* 


m^wtn 
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Nurgsret  I^ttisoKi  wm  bom  in  Maleot  OatariOt 
an  <»ily  child  of  excellent  Christian  pairents* 
From  her  ycaith«  it  became  ajTparent  that  her 
idiole  life  would  be  dedicated  to  doing  good 
for  others# 

After  training  as  a  nurse  Ae  gave  herself  to 
the  pati^Eits  at  the  hospital  in  Itov  Toronto* 
It  was  there  that  she  first  met  the  priest* 
from  St*  Michael^s  College  ^o  looked  aft^r 
Catholic  religious  serrices  in  the  hospital* 
As  a  result  of  this  cmitact  i^e  camt   to  St* 
Michael^s  College  in  1919t  first  as  nurse  for 
the  Basilian  Fathers  and  students »  and  later 
on  as  mxperrisor  of  donestic  affairs*  S^  im 
veil  r«a^S>ered  bj  several  generations  of  St* 
Michael* s  College  students*  Her  aeaor^  for 
imnta  of  stud^its  and  their  fasilies  never 
faded*  She  often  wmild  speak  of  incid^its 
connected  with  some  y<mng  oant  now  a  proaiB«* 
«it  member  of  80ciet;f*  She  interrupted  her 
work  at  the  College  for  several  years,  vh^i 
she  transferred  her  allegiai^e  to  the  Jesuit 
Fathers  by  taking  a  post  at  the  Itertyrs* 
Shrine  in  Midlandt  Ontario*  Here  she  continued 
to  m^m   the  ne^da   of  Uie  visitors  and  pilgrims 
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and  WBidm   the  acquaintance  of  so  many  Canadian 
and  Aaariean  friends*  She  had  the  happj 
facility  of  aeklBg  friends  and  keeping  thaa 
for  long  years  aftervards* 

She  then  returned  to  St*  Basil*  s  Sefldnary  at 
the  strong  urging  of  the  Ba^lian  Fathers;  at 
first  to  the  old  Sefldnary  on  St*  Ifcury^s  Street 
and  finally  to  the  pres<mt  Seiiinary  on  St* 
Joseph^  where  she  continued  to  serve  until 
January  of  this  year«  Failing  health  forced 
her  to  ^iter  the  hospital  where  the  end  caais 
on  last  Sunday  erening* 

liargaret  Pattiscm  served  the  Ba^<dlian  Fathers 
and  Basilian  Semiiiarians  for  so  sany  years 
thmt  she  was  well  known  by  all  of  then  and 
they  indeed  aoum  her  passing*  like  aany  of 
the  intellectual  giants  iidio  have  attended  St« 
Michael*  s  College  and  left  their  isarkt  ifar» 
garet  Pattison  in  her  own  sphere  has  left  a 
■ark  on   the  College:  her  personality «  her 
dedication  and  her  sanctity*  We  extend  deep- 
est syapathy  to  her  relatives  to  whom  she  was 
so  devoted  and  who  were  so  devoted  to  her* 
She  will  be  sorely  missed  by  them  and  tottch 
of  them  we  express  our  regrets* 
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Td  her  nanyt  aaay  fri^tids  we  likewise  extend 
sysp&thy  for  she  knew  the  value  of  friendship 
and  had  tioe  for  ereryone*  Her  letters  and 
notes  on  all  occasions  \iere  received  and 
cherished*  Active  in  oanj  societies,  she 
lent  her  support  to  all  their  efforts  and 
to  each  group  she  added  her  loyalty  and 
continuing  ac»Bbership^ 

Our  grief  today  expresses  itself  in  our  feel- 
ing of  great  loss;  yet  we  know  that  one  day 
each  of  us  auat  pass  this  v»y  for  Qod  who  is 
our  Creator  has  so  ordained  it*  But  he  is 
also  our  Father  and  it  ia  to  Hia  that  we  oast 
ret\2m*  Such  is  our  Christijm  belief,  such 
is  our  experience  of  life*  I'o  us  left  behind^ 
we  have  the  generosity  and  goodness  of  her 
life  to  linger  in  oar  heajrtsi  her  virtue  and 
strength  ou^t  to  serve  as  an  «eaaple  for  us 
in  the  days  ahead* 

He  who  knew  Margaret  Pattiscm  can  point  to 
those  years  in  which  i^e  gave  so  freely  of 
herself*  Her  goodness  shone  in  her  eyes,  it 
caae  froaii.thin*  It  was  an  innocence  froa 
alioe  and  selfishness*  Ve  a^ball  always  re- 
tr  her  as  the  wise  and  valiant  woaan  \Ak€mm 
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iralue  was  l)#y<OQd  pearls;  ^e  brou^t  us  good, 
not  evil 9  all  the  days  of  her  life.  Her  hands 
t^re   skUlfult  she  extended  her  ame  to  the 
needj*  ^e  was  clothed  with  strength  and 
dignity,  she  opened  her  smith  in  wisdos  and 
on  her  tongue  was  kindly  coimsel* 


Jer  adopted  sons  and  daughters  rise  up  and 
praise  her  thus:  Many  are  the  vcmem   of  proven 
w^i'tht  hut  you  have  excelled  thes  all.  Cham 
is  deceptive  and  beauty  fleeting*  It  is  the 
valiant  wooan  who  is  to  be  praised* 

0  Lord,  Our  God,  give  her  a  reward  for  her 
labours*  iUid  let  our  prayers  and  oat  love  go 
with  her  into  the  life  beyond* 

(Seraon  preached  by  Father  <^€tmes  Horro  at  the 
Funeral  Mass  for  Hiss  Margaret  Pattison  in 
St*  fiasil^s  <^urcht  Toronto,  on  Wednesday , 
April  16,  1969*  Transcribed  from  a  dittoed 
copy  of  the  preacher*  s  oanuscript) 


O^Donnell  «•  FATHER  ST/VNLST  LtMCH      W9 

Lard^   I  pray  thee  to  give  mm   grace  to  carry 
^y  aheaf  of  tears  in  auch  faaion  that  I  asy 
receive  ay  heritage  of  gladness  aaong  the 
ri^teoQs* 

Sueht  ay  friends*  vas  the  prayer  uttered  first 
nearly  forty-two  years  ago  by  Father  Stanley  lynch 
when  he  prepared  to  go  to  the  altar  of  God  to 
say  Mass  for  the  first  tine*  And  such  was  the 
prayer  he  of  feared  each  aomingy  until  recently  t 
i^en  he  placed  on  his  ara  the  naniple;  and 
thou^  the  aemiple  is  no  longer  %#om  by  the 
priest  t  I  aa  sure  that  the  spirit  of  that 
prayer  hovered  on  his  lips  each  sKsming  and 
throu^out  the  days  until  that  great  day  of 
days  idien  Our  Lord  called  hia  to  share  true 
gladness  aacng  ^e  righteous* 

It  seems   to  ae*  as  I  look  back  over  the  ausy 
years  in  idiieh  I  have  known  hia  as  clasaKite 
and  confrere*  that  the  petition  of  that  prayer 
belonged  singularly  to  hia  acre  than  to  the 
rest  of  us  and  t^iat  in  the  life  %^iich  he  led* 
the  grace  he  sou^t  in  itms  granted*  He  was 
a  aui  idio  could  and  did  take  life's  set-backs 
with  a  aaile«  To  aost  aen  «dio  knew  hia  or  caae 
in  contact  with  hia*  he  was  a  jovial  person* 
one  not  easily  depressed;  he  could  lau^  when 
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things  mmmod  at  their  worst;  he  greeted  lifets 
little  tragedies  with  a  chuckle  and  ita  greatar 
ones  vrith  a  saile  and  the  cRiggeatioa  that  things 
wofuld  wox^  out  all  ri^t#  13iat  mj  friends  t 
the  iaipressicHi  %^i^  aaismal  acquaintance  had 
of  him. 


But  there  was  another  side  of  hia  which  the 
\tmld  at  large  kncma  little  about*  As  a  boy 
in  school  he  gare  prooise  of  great  things  to 
folloif*  As  a  young  aan  in  college^  he  %fas  out- 
standing  in  an  outstandgin  class*  His  class 
was  regarded  in  his  tiae  as  the  finest  and  aost 
brilliant  class  in  the  history  of  Assuoptioa 
up  to  that  tine  9  aiui  Stanley  I^nch  stood  out 
in  it  as  a  aan  of  geniust  especially  in  the 
study  of  the  classics*  How  X  ^iTied  hia  his 
ability  to  aaster  sentences  in  Latin  and  Greek! 
Over  the  years  I  hare  known  several  great  aan 
in  ^e  classics  t  but  none  to  surpass  the 
poraalsa  of  Stanley  I^rnch* 

Tat  that  prcadse  was  not  to  be  fulfilled* 
Utiberculosis  struck  hia  down  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  his  career  when  he  was  acting  as  prin-* 
cipal  of  St*  Michael* s  College  School  and  teach* 
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ing  Qr9€k  there.  The  brilliant  career  in  the 
study  of  the  classies  cane  to  a  halt*  How  mj 

heart  went  out  to  his  then!  He  lauded  and 
aaid  that  he  was  going  up  to  Qabriel*s  Sani* 
toriUB  to  take  the  cure*  To  hear  his  mj  it 
was  to  believe  that  his  was  not  a  ^rious  case 
and  that  he  wc^ild  be  well  in  a  very  short  tiae* 
But  it  was  anything  else  but  that*  I  have 
heard  that  he  was  placed  there  on  a  sleeping 
jporeh  %dLth  six  or  scrren  other  serious  cai^s* 
He  alone  left  that  porch  aliTe  and  well, 
cured  probably  more  throu^  his  aerry  sub«> 
Mission  to  the  holy  Will  of  God  thamtthrou^ 
anything  else*  That  saae  aerry  subalssiott^ 
carried  bin  throti^  the  Booths  and  years  that 
followed  ^&:k  precautions  against  the  old  eneflQr 
prerented  hia  fr<»i  pursuing  his  cax^er  as  a 
teaeh«r  %diich  he  had  begun  brilliantly  soae  t«i 
years  before*  Only  for  a  brief  period  after- 
wards was  he  ever  able  to  go  back  into  ^e 
ela^nrooa  and  to  his  beloved  Qreekm     But  for 
all  that«  he  never  lost  toi^h  with  it«  as  so 
aany  of  us  have  dene.  The  last  tiae  I  saw  hia« 
Z  asked  hia  whether  he  still  reaeal>ered  his 
Qre^*  His  face  lit  up  and  he  answered  'HTes'* 
with  a  happy  sails*  He  said  he  would  give  al- 
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aaythlng  to  be  able  to  read  again  Xeno- 
pheQ*8  «*  he  hesitated  for  a  mement  and  I  thoaglit 
I  would  help  out  by  su^esting  the  Anabasis » 
but  he  ^ock  his  head  and  sadd^   ^o  ^  the 
history^  the  Bellenica**«  X  had  forgotten  or 
never  knew  that  «ieh  a  bock  existed* 

After  Gabriel* St  h»  nas  forced  toomfine  his 
actiTities  to  part-tiae  work  in  our  parities* 
He  reirelled  in  it,  ouch  to  the  aflnseaent  of 
those  of  us  who  knew  hia«  He  used  to  jest 
about  his  being  no  good  and  the  had  to  take 
the  cure.  But  %ihile  he  was  taking  it,  he  was 
far  frc»  being  idle.  He  used  to  be  annoyed 
with  the  sports  colusmists  iidio  were  always 
talking  about  %diat  good  spelts  St*  Hichael^s 
players  %fere  in  their  regular  defeats  in  the 
finals  of  the  Ontario  Bockey  League*  He  de* 
cided  to  change  all  that;  and,  with  the  help 
of  Qerry  laFliiiMiii,  he  set  about  building  up 
Bomm  good  tmme  at  St*  Hikers;  Together, 
they  aade  hockey  history  and  in  aany  respects 
changed  the  pattern  of  the  0*H*A* 

The  years  slipped  past  and  the  %mr  caae*  to 
tto  weodanMBt  of  all  of  us  who  had  beci 
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aecttstOMBd  to  this  genius  engaged  in  a  moBtt 
tiKie  of  odd  jobst  to  the  wonderaent  of  all  of 
us«  he  tock  the  tests  and  with  his  superior's 
peradLssion^  he  vas  in  uniform  as  chaplain  in 
the  airforoe  before  iK^t  of  us  knew  what  he 
was  up  to*  He  served  in  the  airf oree  till  t^e 
&ad  of  the  war*  his  last  t^ir  of  duty  in  India* 
He  returned  to  us  with  the  reputation  of  a  aan 
of  aany  parts^  but  I  aa  sure  that  aany  a  aant 
in  those  trying  tiaes  and  places,  found  censol-* 
atioa  and  help  in  the  counsel  %^ich  he  gave* 
If  there  is  one  thing  sore  than  any  other  that 
X  rwi^iber  of  hia  in  those  days,  it  is  that  he 
wm  always  with  the  under«d<^»  0^  yts,  I  know 
that  he  could  be  rou^  and  even  uncouth  at 
tiaes  %^en  hm  was  cutting  throu^  the  wool 
Mith  i^ich  aen  like  to  beclouds  their  aindSf 
but,  after  the  sound  and  fury,  Father  Stanley 
Z^ch  would  be  found  standing  with  the  aan  idio 
needed  hia*  There  was  noting  i^ntiaental 
about  hia,  at  least  on  the  surface,  though  I 
suspect  that  deep  down  in  hia  there  were  hidden 
wells  of  it»  OKI  the  surface,  there  was  coly 
the  kindness  and  understanding  of  a  aan  of  God« 
It  was  that  which  aade  hia  a  success  in  his 


m^  »»'-■ 
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pwrochlAl  work  and  in  his  ainistratioos  to  tho 
sick  and  inf  irv*  Merrisent  vent  idiererer  he 
iMnt,  just  the  ri^t  kind  of  it  to  suit  each 
oeeasion  and  to  cheer  each  heart* 

First  and  last  Father  I^ch  %mis  a  Basilian* 
He  Altered  the  Novitiate  during  a  trying  tiae 
%^«i  difficulties  had  arisen  betveoi  the  Baa- 
ilians  of  France  and  those  of  Canada^  vhen  the 
tvo  provinces  of  the  Congregation  were  about 
to  0«|>arate*  8e  came  oat  of  the  Hotritiate  into 
the  i^tiTe  life  of  the  new  Ccmgregation  \^eR 
wise  sen  were  prophesying  that  it  would  dissolve 
and  disappear^  Sone  of  our  grMit  «en  were  leav-> 
ing  it  to  bece»e  seculars*  llow«  as  I  look  hack 
on  itt  Stan  lyx^h  was  one  of  the  BasHianSt 
just  a  scholaatie  thent  idio  gave  ballast  and 
direction  to  sobm  of  us  who  did  not  understand 
%^at  was  happ«eing«  Many  of  us  students  at 
temMjJtion  had  been  thinking  of  applying  f^r 
i^aission  to  the  ccmwinity  of  men  %fe  had  coae 
to  revere  and  love  and  soae  of  those  very  aen 
were  leaving  it  I  What  were  we  to  do?  HuMOur 
ted  it  that  there  would  be  no  one  in  novitiate 
in  the  year  that  was  cooing  upt  the  year  of 
our  decision* 
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X  apHMBber  wll  our  departure  fron  AssuBption 
that  year  for  London  for  convocation.  In  epita 
of  our  graduation  and  degree «  %ie  were  a  pretty 
glutt  lot*  Many  of  us  wanted  to  be  Basil lanSf 
but  if  the  c<»nunity  were  not  going  to  last! 
Hj  otm  mch  adaire  bi^op  tc^d  ae  that  if  I 
wBUdted  to  be  a  religioust  I  should  be  wise  and 
join  a  congregation  or  order  that  %ias  going  to 
last. 

All  this  was  in  the  Spring  of  1927*  Ve  went 
to  liondcn  coRTinced  that  none  of  us  would  be 
going  to  be  Basilians*  But  on  our  arrival  back 
at  Assuaption  all  that  had  changed*  Stan  I^mch 
greeted  us  «»  bi^ause  he  had  talom  a  year  out 
for  novitiate,  he  had  not  been  with  us  <»  he  g 
greeted  us  with  a  grin  around  his  two  ears  and 
the  announeeaent  that  two  very  nieh  respected 
juniors  had  applied  for  the  Novitiate  mud  that 
ruaour  had  it  that  there  would  be  others* 
Within  two  weeks  t  the  nuaber  had  risen  to 
seven  and  I  %ias  one  of  then*  Stan  was  in  ay 
rocMi  the  ni^t  I  aade  mj  decision  and  I  know 
that  he  had  sooething  to  do  %iith  it* 

He  had  sonething  to  do  with  aany  another  dto* 
eisicm  thay  I  have  aade  over  the  years  since 
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th^Sf  as  he  has  often  had  with  the  decisioBS 
of  maoDj  another  aan  in  the  cooaRmity  and  oat 
of  it*  Be  has  been  one  aan  on  idioa  erery  one 
of  us  could  and  did  depend*  As  a  confrere 
and  classwite  said  to  ae  last  ermiing:  '*Stan 
a  contented  aant  happy  and  serious  about 
thingst  great  and  ctaU^  that  case  his 
nay  throu^  obedience  or  zeal*  He  was  always 
a  busy  aant  ^t  never   so  busy  that  he  could 
not  stop  in  the  aidst  of  his  labours  to  listen 
to  soae  one  with  soa»thing  on  his  aind«^  He 
vas  a  aan  with  a  aind  ke«i  as  a  razt^m    He 
could  cut  thr(»2^  wooly  thinking  in  a  twink* 
ling  to  give  guidance  and  help  to  all  who  ease 
to  hia  mnd   to  soae  wh<»  in  gentle  kindness  he 
sought  cmt  when  they  did  not  coae«  He  was  a 
am  tVLll  of  aerriaent  and  fond  of  Jcking« 
but  always  and  ever  he  was  a  aan  of  Godt 
doing  God*s  vork  with  cheerfulness*  He  was 
our  friend t  faithful  and  true  to  us*  Let  us 
not  forget  hia  in  deatht  not  in  gloom  or 
sadness  but  with  the  joyful  ccnTication  that 
in  hia  has  be^  ftil  filled  and  answered  thm 
prayer  %^iich  he  so  often  said  throug^iout  his 
lifetiaet 
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Lotrd^  I  pray  thee  glTe  me  grace  to  eaarry  m^ 
ibeaf  of  tears  in  such  fashion  that  I  aay 
reeelTed  ay  heritage  of  glaidness  asong  ^le 
ri^teous* 


(SeraMtt  preached  by  Father  Josei^  L*  O^Dosmell 
in  Assuaption  Church «  Windsor «  on  Satiirdayt 
MiQr  31^  1969t  at  the  funeral  of  Father  Stanley 
l^^sch^    l^ranscribed  froa  the  j^reacher*8  aaaa* 
script  t  preserved  in  the  g^ieral  archive  of 
the  Basilian  Fathers t  Toronto) 
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Zn  tijies  paat  it  %A6  not  uiiknoim  that  om  1a 
the  congregation  vould  rise  up  and  say  a  fav 
words*  Today,  after  the  newp  of  the  death  of 
Father  Stanley  I^mch,  I  feel  urged  to  do  like- 
wise* He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this 
I&iiTersity«  along  with  Father  Vincent  GuinM^ 
and  Father  Wilfrid  Dwyer*  His  influence  %fa8 
strongly  felt  in  the  direction  of  establishing 
the  liberal  arts  coaplexi<m  of  the  institution* 
liberal  arts  institutions  are  always  under 
pressure  to  set  up  junk  courses;  Father  I^ifneh 
iMia  sturdily  in  opposition  to  such  influences* 
le  was  dman  of  ererything  in  those  early  att^iu- 
ated  days  and  in  addition  devoted  hiaself  to 
the  teaching  of  Latin  and  Gre^u  He  wmild  be 
pl^ised  with  recent  i^cretions  to  the  Classics 
departaent*  The  students,  following  the  lead 
of  Alvin  Albrechtf  now  a  senior  executive  in 
the  Coaet  Rice  Coapanyt  called  hia  the  Iron 
Didce  because  of  his  aggressive,  even  ferocious 
deaends  in  the  classroon  (though  one  oust  add 
that  he  differed  considerably  f roa  Wellington 
in  having  a  wonderful  sense  of  huaour*)  His 
strategy  of  attack  was  not  confined  to  the 
clai^rooat  he  Msed  it  on  all  sorts  of  occasions; 
and  it  earned  his  a  great  deal  of  obloquy  froa 
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those  viio  did  not  understand  that  he  expected 
an  equally  violent  counterattack «  and  in  fact 
was  a  little  eabarrassed  \ihen  it  was  not  forth* 
eoaing*  Vhen  a  student  or  ccmfrere  responded 
with  an  appropriately  violent  reply  his  peaLi 
of  lau^ter  were  good  to  hear*  Re  had  a 
running  c^ifliet  going  wi^  one  of  his  latin 
studttits  i^ott  he  called  the  battle  azct  Bet^ 
Koenigt  now  Mrs*  Charles  Fischer*  Mrs* 
Fischer  reaeabers  hia  witti  a  raal  aif faction* 
I^  fact  all  the  students  liked  hia*  lifti«i  I 
spcke  to  Mr*  Lou  SwiUey  about  his  death,  Mr* 
SwiUey  held  forth  on  \itmt  a  deli^tful  ehar<» 
acter  he  was*  When  he  \ma  dby&plain  in  the 
Hoyal  Canadian  Air  Force  he  rose  to  the  rank 
of  SquadroQ  Leadert  ^^  vaus  d^K^ted  to  Fliglit 
Ceaaander  (sic*  for  Lieutenant):  and  %diy  I  can 
iaagine*  I  suppose  he  aade  soae  ferocious 
attadc  on  Soaebody  •*  and  one  does  not  6aQ>ect 
too  ouch  in  the  way  of  huacnir  asKsigst  ailitary 
bras8«hats*  He  %fas  at  Strawberry  Island  in  ay 
tiae  there,  and  Principal  of  St*  Michael*s 
College  School  wh«i  I  was  teaching  there  as  a 
scholastic*  I  do  not  offhand  recall  any  par- 
ticular stories  about  hia  in  those  days;  bat 
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certainly  one  has  always  aware  of  the  presence 
of  a  Tivid  personality*  0  yesf  I  reaieaiber  he 
had  oe  t^iching  boxing  to  the  lower  school 
stiidents*  I  followed  the  ItUce  Gibbcms  syst^il 
Con  Sheehan  tau^t  the  upper  school  sraapsm 
Incidentally  Qon  and  I  tau^t  the  oaae  ^aarmmm^ 
at  the  tiniirersity  of  Toraito  Schools  in  tte 
following  year  idiile  attending  the  Ontario 
College  of  Educations 

(Hosily  spok^i  at  the  retreat  ccmcelebration 
in  the  chapel  of  the  University  of  St.  ^oaast 
Houston,  ^taoest  en  Thursday,  llay  29t  1969* 
Transcribed  froB  a  letter  giving  the  text 
sent  by  the  preacher  to  Father  Bobert  Scollard> 
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nr«  Chanc^lloTt  President 
of  the  Senates 


At»  St*  Thnie  More  College  this  yeert  there 
ifl  m  new  feeling  of  perMOtence  or  perhaps  I 
should  say  a  uev  copsciouaness  of  mi  old  feel- 
ing, for  X  don^t  think  the  Bislllan  Fathers 
stationed  here  ever  doubted  the  pexisanence  of 
their  %fork*  fiat  so  long  as  the  college  wis 
homed  in  a  idiite  f^raaw  strt^tore  just  b^fcnd 
the  ed^  of  the  caopust  it  %foald  hare  been 
strange  in  thMi  if  they  had  been  oonseious  of 
persanenoe*  fiather  vera  th^  eonseioits  of  the 
fact  that  they  were  living  in  a  oake^iif t* 
Mtoa  the  analM^  of  our  stodmits  grev  and  it 
iflui  neeeKMury  to  add  an  eattemd-on  to  the  old 
idiite  house,  eyr&i   then  they  knew  it  i«as  a 
Mdh»ahif  t,  that  iw  as  0Q3y  a  satter  of  tine 
till  they  would  have  to  be  soving  on.  Sach 
year  the  old  place  shook  more  alandngly  as 
traffioe  on  College  Drive  increasedf  each 
year  it  ereaked  and  treiBbled  the  aore  with  the 
tread  of  wua^  feet*  It  i^ould  have  to  go*  Hov^ 
we  did  not  know,  for  \fe  had  no  aoBsy  to  ereet 
a  greystone  building*  Bat  we  were  not  very 
xauch  troubled  with  the  thought*  Ve  were 
ccamting  on  the  growing  interest  in  us  and  in 
the  university  aaong  our  Catholic  people* 

Five  y«irs  ago,  under  the  leadership  of 
Justice  CuUiton  and  with  the  fuU  approval 
of  our  bishops,  the  Catholic  sen  of  the 
province  organised  a  casqpaign*  Thm  eCld  white 
house  lias  disappeared  and  grass  now  grows 
where  once  it  stood*  Our  new  greystone  build<» 
iag  is  a  reality*  We  have  moved  into  it, 
serat<^ed  it  up  a  bit,  got  rid  of  the  smell 
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of  trmeh  pAint,  bad  thm  phxabe^  in  to  neko 
ropaiz^t  giv«2  it  a  lifod*ia  feeling*  With 
our  footings  planted  deep  in  prairie  soil 
and  a  miracle  of  grass  all  aroond  ua^  we 
fi^ould  be  queer  creatures  indeed  if  we  were 
not  consci<»i8  of  penMBMoee* 

Our  greystone  building  has  aec^ituated  con*- 
sciousness  of  another  sort«  of  soeae thing  far 
more  in^ertwit  tb^  pemueneet  wid  dep«ading 
in  no  waj  ^P^Btk  the  greystcee*  Zt  (mnrings  from 
ae  presuo^tion  on  our  part  biat  froiB  the  heart 
and  soul  of  the  uaiYersity*  It  is  the  ctm^ 
sciousness  of  beloriglag^  of  being  «i  integral 
part  of  this  great  comBomity  of  usinds  and 
hearts* 

Cae  of  the  eiost  striking  characterdLstics  of 
this  university  is  its  unity^  its  solidarity^ 
its  power  to  lay  hold  of  every  one  of  its 
parte  and  makB   it  one  with  itself*  %rou^ 
twenty«*€ne  yeaure  that  unifying  force  has 
readied  out  to  us  on  the  cairns  and  in  lecture 
halls,  in  the  meetings  of  departn^t  and 
councilt  in  the  faculty  club  and  the  senate 
and  in  convocaticn*  If  today  we  at  St«  theani 
More  College  are  more  conscious  of  it  than 
ever,  it  is  because  it  has  reached  out  beyend 
the  borders  of  the  caiipis^  d^solished  cnr  old 
idd.te  house  and  built  a  xiav  one  within  these 
borders*  If  the  free  gifts  of  the  Catiiolie 
people  of  Sasieatc^iewan  provided  the  naana  to 
build,  that  unifying  spirit  gave  us  the  in* 
spiration  to  build  as  we  did*  We  are  delisted 
with  our  new  building  and  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  for  our  delist  is  the  ctmviction 
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that  %!•  bam  aumMdad  in  I^Uowln^  that  in- 
spiratiCBt  that  «•  have  succeeded  in  doing 
vhat  \n  set   out  to  do:  we  have  built  a  beauti- 
ful building  in  baraony  tdth  the  beauty  that 
surrounds  it*  Th<»e  idio  fraaed  the  eeBotitutien 
of  our  federation  with  the  imiverQity  wanted 
our  college  to  be  a  partt  not  an  appendage^ 
of  the  university*  'Ehey  ^owed  vlsdoM  in  the 
aeans  they  used  to  achieve  that  end*  They 
identified  the  faculty  of  St*  !2!hoMUi  More 
College  with  the  faculty  of  the  rnxLYmreltj^ 
and  the  students  of  St*  ^oiaae  More  CoUe^ 
with  the  student  body  of  the  university,  and 
they  looked  forward  to  the  tiiae  when  we  would 
build  on  a  site  appointed  to  us,  on  the  canpis 
of  the  university*  What  they  set  out  to  do 
has  been  accomplished,  for  the  opesdng  of  our 
Imilding  rounds  (^t  their  dreajsu 


It  indicates  scnaething  elses  that  our  Catholic 
people  appreciate  the  eizeellwiee  of  cor  oal* 
veraity  and  are  grateful  for  the  wmffmmittLtj 
of  its  faculty  and  s«2ate  and  board  of  governors 
%^^  haa  «ede  it  possible  for  thea  to  share 
in  Its  work  and  its  *o<»iefits* 


IOmi  St«  thoMka  itea  College  was  estabUahedt 
OathoUc  studeata  representi^  ealy  three  or 
four  percent  of  the  total  student  population* 
Today  the  total  lists  BOtmAmm  between  twenty 
and  thlr^  percent*  In  the  beginningt  all 
the  Catholic  students  here  ccmld  be  gathered 
in  reasonable  o<»!f  ort  within  the  f r<xit  rooa  of 
the  old  building*  Today  even  the  new  eeaacn 
roc»B  bulges  with  thea  and  could  not  contain 
thea  all  if  they  we»  all  to  cone  at  the  ana 
tlae#  The  handful  of  CathoUo  studeata 
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in  St*  Thcw  Waat%  CoUeg*  n  tlMi 
rly  TMurs  has  Iner^a—d  to  over  tifo^  hmidrod 
and  ei^ty,  waaA  thore  are  twice  aa  aany 
registered  in  the  other  coUegea*  Moat  of 
ttuNB  take  aa  nany  of  their  classes  vith  ua 
aa  their  courses  and  tine  tables  will  perait 
and  all  of  then  lock  to  ns  for  counsel  and 
guidance  and  speak  of  Kewaun  Club,  idiich  we 
■aintain,  ae  their  howe  away*>i 


any  one  of  then  what  he  is  doing  and  he 
will  tell  you  that  he  is  att«idiBg  uaitrersity* 
Isk  idiich  college  is  he  working?  He  will 
that  he  is  in  Arts  and  Sdeneet  or 
;,  <3ir  Agriculture,  or  Fhajnaacy^ 
,  or  DducatioQ.  If  he  is  in  Arta 
and  Sci^ice,  he  will  proabably  get  arcund  to 
tell  you  that  he  is  registered  in  St*  fhoaas 
More  College. 

AH  this  is  an  indication  of  wluit  is  hiqitpening 
here,  of  the  unity  and  understanding  of  each 
other  iAmt   grcws  amcmg  the  studoits  froB 
pwvenal  and  aily  ccmtact  with  each  otl^ 
and  with  students  of  all  fai^is  and  racial 
backgrounds*  Prejudices  that  rise  froei  i^ior^ 
ance  are  shed  and  underatandlng  of  each  other 
becooes  their  portion  and  the  principle  of 
their  conduct*  Catholics  fr<»  afar  %^o  know 
nothing  of  the  systes  sooetiaes  aak  i4iat 
happens  to  the  faith  of  our  yoiaig  people  asd 
we  rejoice  in  tellii^  thes  that  there  are  no 
better  Catholics  in  the  woSLd.  They  live  a 
cooreon  life  with  those  idio  are  to  be  their 
fellow  citiZfMis  in  the  future  |  and  they  grow 
in  knowledge  of  their  f  ciith  and  the  traditions 
of  their  fathers  %ihile  they  learn  to  cheri^ 
the  knowledge  vddch  a  great  aodem  university 
offers  thMi*  They  are  preparing  themselves  to 
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plsy  their  part  in  the  world  of  the  futtire  in 
the  work  of  the  professions  and  in  public  and 
private  life*  Here  without  prejudice  or 
bidceringt  they  learn  the  true  meaning  of 
tolerance  wo  sell  that  the  word  la  aearcelj 
ever  mentioBsd  awauc  iiimu 


Ttda  does  not  mean  that  they  consider  religion 
so  unimportant  as  to  be  imworthy  of  serious 
^»8ideraticn;  rather  do  they  consider  it  too 
aa«ped  to  be  vm^  narely  as  the  means  of 
intellectual  stimulation*  %ey  respect  each 
other  in  the  practice  of  their  faith*  and 
that  is  ttat* 

tmdimm  and  gentle«en  ei  thm  senate^  do  yoa 
rMUw  what  this  mmmalf    len  in  this  cownn* 
ity  of  minds  and  hearts*  here  on  this  Idi^Mst 
intelleetiial  level  of  our  profvincial  society* 
men  moA  wmm  of  all  faiths  grew  to  the  full* 
nass  of  adult  life  respecting  each  other  %rith- 
out  cosxproolse  of  any  kind  and  in  the  practiaa 
of  every  virtue.  I  think  that  it  promisas 
great  things  for  the  future  and  that  it  is 
^thing  for  us  to  be  grateful  for* 


One  mi^t  aak  wliat  is  the  cause  of  such  an 
increase  in  the  enrolment  of  Catholics  in  tlia 
imiversity  as  a  wliola  and  in  St*  Thomas  More 
Collage  in  particular*  %ere  are  really  two 
to  that  question*  one  immediate*  the 
ite*  Qae  eicplains  ttm  startling  in- 
crease of  this  year  «  and  it  was  startling  for 
and  with  little  warning  we  found  our* 
with  our  znioft>ers  almost  doubled;  the 
other^/"  why  it  did  not  happ^i  years  ago* 
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Z  think  thm  incTMia^  of  this  ymur  rmprmmtaata 
tbm  mmmamOLtLtmd  results  of  four  years  of 
peignljig  and  a  aach  publiciaed  Opening*  Ve 
had  goiEM  to  the  people  of  the  prorinoe  to 
their  help;  ve  had  told  them  about  the  univer^ 
sitj  and  the  relaticas  hetiieen  the  eoUege  and 
it*  Olrriously  ve  have  beeo  good  oaleawen*  ta^ 
vhy  not?  Bad  ve  not  an  agcellent  prodnet  to 
sell?  We  hand  ba«i  ^Mplj  ocmriaoed  of  its 
vorth  and  our  people  had  been  eager  to  listm 
to  vhat  «re  had  to  say  about  it*  They  hate 
m/^fparted  us  generously  vith  aoney  to  build^ 
aad  aov  they  are  sending  us  their  sons  and 
imi^ters  to  share  in  the   fruits  of  their 
saerifioe*  There,  I  thizdc,  you  vill  find  tbm 
eyplatiatiOBL  vhy  the  building  tdiich  they  helped 
us  to  build  is  this  year  ^ist  as  earovded  as 
the  old  plaoe  used  to  be* 

ISbe  rMote  explanation  is  a  negatire  sort  of 
thing,  for  it  «acplains  idiy  the  nuniber  of 
Gatholios  attending  university  this  year  is  an 
inerettBO  instead  of  the  ncnraal  thing*  ^e 
faet  is  ^lat  laany  Catholics  i&o  had  the  mnns 
and  inclination  to  send  their  sons  and  dau^ters 
on  to  hi^er  education^  rarely  thought  of  slid- 
ing thmm  here*  They  vere  avare  of  a  fact  that 
is  often  overlooked  in  tte  non«Catholic  world, 
that  thsrm  is  such  a  ihiskg  as  Catholic  higher 
education  %rith  traditions  of  its  own,  vitha 
culture  of  its  ovn*  It  is  a  very  anci«it 
culture  and  it  is  still  the  culture  of  no 
aaall  part  of  the  Christian  worlds  Not  un- 
reasonably our  Catholic  paronts  s«it  their 
acoi  a»i  dau^itera  to  coU^bmi  and  universities 
%ihere  they  would  share  in  the  traditions  of 
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their  fathers*  They  dreaded  idiat  the  prorin*- 
elal  university  ai^t  do  to  the  faith  of  their 
ehildrezu  Bat  idien  they  found  that  they  could 
idxare  in  the  blessings  of f «red  thea  by  a  great 
imiversity  and  at  the  mmm  tUm  drink  deep  of 
the  culture  and   thou^t  of  the  Catholic  worlds 
uhca   they  came  to  realize  that  in  the  Univer^ 
sity  of  Sa^catcheiMn^  broadxninded  men  %iere 
bigHidaded  emn^  to  recognize  the  worth  of 
the  meient  culture  and  to  give  it  a  place  of 
honour  in  the  curriculura;  ^en  they  cane  to 
realisse  that  the  university  had  invited 
priests  steeped  in  that  culture «  to  teach 
their  sons  and  dau^ters  literature «  histcnry 
and  philosophy,  then  their  attitudes  changed* 
da  groidLng  influx  of  Catholic  students  to 
the  oaapBs  of  the  university  is  evidence  of 
tlie  confidence  of  our  Catholic  people  in  the 
University  of  Sa^catcheiMn  and  its  facility* 

This  brings  lae  nearly  to  t^e  mid  of  i^  rininrks* 
In  our  new  building,  ycHi  will  find  if  ycm 
visit  us  «-  and  you  are  all  invited  to  do  so  - 
a  chapel  which  has  been  described  by  those  who 
are  supposed  to  know,  as  the  im>st  beautiful 
of  its  kind  on  the  prairies*  That  sey  be 
hyper1x>let  but  hyperbole  or  no,  it  is  siiaply 
beautiful^  I  think*  It  is  intended  for  tte 
use  of  our  stud^its,  and  we  rejoice  in  the 
fact  that  they  are  using  it*  I  have  hi^ 
hopes  that  one  day  we  shall  habe  there,  all 
the  beauty  of  ritual,  and  oo^Lc  and  the  spoken 
word,  pr^>er  to  a  university  chapel  of  the 
ancient  faith*  You  will  find  in  our  new  Imild- 
ing  also,  an  duditorium-coismon  room  which  re« 
lieves  the  pressure  on  the  Hemorial  Ihiion 
Building,  Mpecially  at  lunch  tiae^  and  %diich 
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prawiA<ta   the  iM>no  to  do  soaething  serlooa  in 
^jnun  and  mosie*  Ton  will  fi2id  as  well^  rma^ 
idaiiee  fteilltias  for  the  priests;  offices 
for  counsel  and  guidance;  a  nnsic  room,  with 
records  and  a  fine  iwarMne  to  play  them;  a 
seminar  room  and  a  library^ 


At  the  aoflmt  the  library  is  little  owe  than 
s  reading  room  %rith  the  fev  bocks  \m  had  col-» 
leeted  in  the  aaall  library  i&  the  old  building; 
but  one  dayt  ve  h&p^^   this  libnury  will  supple* 
aent  the  splmdid  Morray  Memorial  library  with 
m>mething  %^tiich  might  represent  the  eoLLege's 
eontribution  to  the  sources  of  reference  here 
en  the  caarpus,  stxsething  akin  to  the  library 
of  the  Pontifical  Institute  of  Mediaeval  Studies 
at  St«  i^chael^s  College  in  Toronto*  Ve  hope, 
in  other  words*  to  build  up  over  ^^e  years  a 
litoary  of  special  interest  to  all  studimts  ei 
the  university  ^o  have  a  especial  interest  in 
the  Middle  Ages*  Each  year  we  modeans  are 
learning  to  look  back  with  more  and  more  respect 
to  the  thi,rikers  of  those  ates  and  to  reeo^uime 
that  they  may  have  leiKons  for  us  to  learn* 
To  provide  tmoh  a  librcry,  we  have  deliberately 
built  it  with  easy  s^c^bs   from  the  ca^pust  and 
it  is  our  intent  to  fill  it  with  bocks  which  It 
would  seem  to  be  our  special  duty  to  supply* 
fhrou^  it  we  hope  in  sons  small  way  to  repay 
the  university  for  the  generosity  and  kindU- 
aeas  it  and  its  presidimts  and  faculty  have 
alMiys  Aomk  aa* 

(ftaasaribed  from  the  oopy  distributed  by  the 
News  Service  of  the  Iteiversity  of  SaskatctowUt 
copy  in  St*  Basil's  Seminary  Library,  en 
Paaaaber  3t  1957.  Talk  was  given  at  a  meetiag 
^  the  (University  of  j^udatchewan  Senate) 
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Mnoy  T^ars  ago«  a  group  of  young  man  ^mrm 
finishing  their  university  studies,  sone  of 
which  hftd  been  given  in  the  building  edjoiin-^ 
isg  this  church*  They  were  a  ndxolesooe, 
happy  group  from  representative  catholic 
fafldJLie8#  Thmae  young  sen  had  participated 
in  the  acad«sLe«  athletic,  social  and  religious 
activities  that  are  ^cpected  to  be  a  part  of 
the  training  of  a  yoimg  catholic  guitlosn* 
HOW  THEY  HAD  COME  TO  THE  MOST  IMPOHTAOT  part 
of  their  career  «-  their  future  professional 
life  sad  there  iwre  many  attractive  choic«e 
opmi  to  th^u  ^oong  this  group  was  Vincent 
ThcHsson  i^oiB  I  had  tau^t*  He  had  all  the 
(luaUties  of  his  classflHtted  with  all  the  daring 
and  the  spirit  of  roaence  that  every  youth  has* 
Whffia  the  choices  were  kzioim,  it  imus  found  that 
Yincent  Thonson  and  some  others  had  sade  a 
curiotis  decision  •  a  little  out  of  the 
ordinary  and  one  \iblch  put  thes  seaenliat 
aside  froa  their  claseoMites*  Ttey  had  decided 
TO  BS  PRIESTS  and  also  to  join  the  ssae  grmp 
of  priests  %dio  had  been  their  teachers*  The 
announceoant  that  they  night  have  chos^i  any 
other  profession,  or  even  at  this  early  stage 
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to  bmv«  beeooe  Berried  mL^t  hacw  not  te«a  ao 
surprislBg^  BUT  THIS  D£CISIC»i»  SO  ISnJSUAL 
AlP  IST  SO  SAlfS«  How  id  it  «U  eooe  about? 

Zt  aay  hmrs  been  in  their  parish  church  iidiile 
listezdug  to  or  talking  with  their  parish 
priest t  that  they  heard  the  tfords  similar  to 
ttese  i^iich  the  Lord  said  to  the  young  boy 
iwwel  «»  mud  lik»  Sasaielt  ^  oKist  have  said^ 
"%>eak  Lord  for  Thy  servant  heareth***  Of 
course  the  cizvuiastances  are  very  different 
in  Veinc^at  ^oason^s  emmm^  but  like  Saiauel 
he  anst  have  said^  ^%>eak  Lord  for  thy  servant 
htareth*  Lord  %fhat  wilt  Thou  have  ae  dc/** 
ARD  SO  a;  THE  AGE  GT  24  yearst'^idien  he  mm 
axperiening  all  the  hopes  of  manhood,  he  gave 
all  that  te  poaaeaeed  even  his  heart  to  f ol^ 
low  God  in  the  religious  life*  Three  years 
later,  on  the  feast  of  St«  Ihoaas  the  Apostle 
the  one  whoa  Christ  had  ehided  for  his  laming 
faith.  Father  thoaacn  nov  joined  hiaself  ir«> 
revoeably  to  the  total  service  of  God  and  Hia 
people*  kSiat  aust  have  been  his  sentiments 
idMa  at  the  first  concelebrated  Mass  he  said 
with  the  Arehbi^op  at  the  Coanunion  the  famous 
words  of  Jesus  «•  **Put  thy  hand  and  know  tlie 
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place  of  the  nail  and  be  not  incredulous  but 
believing***  Be  did  go  up  on  the  cores  because 
he  bad  the  courage  and  generosity  to  under* 
stand  Christ's  wordst  ^f  I  be  lifted  up  Z 
dhall  draw  all  men  to  me***  And  he  stayed  en 
the  cross* 

MtM  the  yoimg  lerite  goes  out  as  God's  repre* 
s«itatiTe»  Out  into  the  abuiuiant  harvest  of 
Canada  idiere  he  Mma  to  labour  so  rel«itless2y* 
m  PRIESTS  HAVE  BSSN  CALLED  Wm  to  aseurae 
the  direction  of  such  diversified  vork  as  \mm 
giv^ei  to  Fa^er  ThonsM*  &ink  of  his  work 
as  principal  of  schoolst  director  of  the  souls 
of  es^rging  Christians^  >B»6t  of  %^oa  he  would 
hmmt  personally*  His  nase  and  the  name  <^ 
his  associate  prints  ahve  li^coee  syal>ols  of 
educational  prowess  and  of  christim  charity 
and  joy*  Froo  here  he  w^ott  into  the  field 
of  financOf  or  as  we  say  treasurer  of  our 
institutions*  Be  wklb  ever  vigilant  for  the 
cottfcart  of  the  staff  and  students  a  like «  aware 
of  the  constant  change  in  siodes  and  ooods* 
He  anticipated  many  radical  changes  which  were 
to  cooe  later  in  naintenance  and  values*  But 
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idio  WILL  TRT  TO  ESTIMATE  HIS  ROLE  AS  PASTOR 
OP  SOQLS  FOR  MANY  TEARS  in  Aah^rstbarg*  laUr 
in  Lethbridge  and  Calgary?  HERE  HIS  BRIIXIAIIT 
AIKDTISTRATK^  WAS  EXCKSim>  OnLl  BT  HIS  KNOV* 
LEDGE  AND  LOVE  C3P  people*  His  relentlMM 
anargy*  Priest  he  wiSf  presbyter  Bieans  old 
■an  «>  not  chr<mologieally  old,  but  old  in  the 
ifisdoB  of  the  Holy  %>irit«  Mhat  a  paster  •• 
one  idio  knew  his  floekt  their  joys  and  sorrows* 
HS  REACHES)  HIS  APOQEE  Pl^HAPS  IH  HIS  woric  ftS 
Chaplain  World  War  !l^#o*  v^hat  an  inspiraticn 
and  consolation  he  oust  hsTS  been  for  young 
men  in  a  nev  MK>tioQal  terrain*  Can  you  see 
and  hear  hin  telling  thea  in  tdiat  consisted 
fU  MAf  SHE  TRDTH  AND  THE  LIFE?  They  beliOTed 
hint  not  only  because  they  saw  his  sign  of 
chaplain  on  his  uniforoit  but  becatise  he  tau^t 
UIKIORRUPTNESS  OF  DOCTRINE^  Ha  shoved 
aerenity  and  blaanesn*  He  was  a  oan  in 
k*s  world,  but  they  knew  that  he  was  lodg- 
ing beyond  the  tempona*  He  had  THAT  LUMINOUS 
CiaALITY  SC^IETriMES  radiated  by  a  priest  or  a 
nun  laio  is  VHOIXT  AND  UTTERLY  GIVEN  0?ER  TO 
AND  POSSESSED  BT  God  -  that  he  is  a  powerful 
stimulus  to  others*  ^uch  a  person  can  affect 
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p««pl*  indireetlor  •▼^^  i&  a  bos  li&e  •  buying 
goods  in  a  shop  «>  Boamtiama  aerely  walking 
along  the  street*  Ihis  vneffable  thing  cease 
from  nSDICATICil* 

VHA7  VA3  THE  DIHSCTIIKS  F08CS  BEHIND  THE  LIFE 
(F  FATHER  THC^ISai?  Kot  merely  altrui8a«  car 
sociological  urgings,  although  Father,  in  his 
foresi^t  was  the  first  Rssilian  to  take  his 
Hester*  8  degree  in  Sociology*  IT  WAS  THE  Cdf- 
VIOTICH  (F  TIE  CHOICE  KAT  HE  HAD  MADE  WHEN  S£ 
STOOD  B£aPORE  Arc^bi^op  McNeil  in  this  very 
sanctuary  mnd  in  an8i#er  to  the  call  if  he  were 
ready  to  accept  God*s  chall^iigey  he  said^ 
**AdiRtfi«  HERE  I  iUr«t  in  the  sane  way  that  JaMS 
and  John  in  snewir  to  Christie  chall^ige  to 
tte«  if  they  <eould  f  cOlow  HiSt  said  »lfi  ASS 
ABI£*%  And  so  Father  Thoffiscn«  like  every 
other  priest,  accepted  this  chall«fige  before 
the  CCmS  OF  HEAVEN  and  the  living  God*  HE  TBSM 
PUT  HIS  HAND  TO  THE  PIX^  AND  NEV'i^  J/XKED  BACK* 
Here  was  the  activation  for  Father  Thooseet 
and  every  other  priest*  He  aade  this  venture 
for  eternity  throu^  faith*  Faith  is  the  bul- 
wark of  every  priest^s  Ufe,  of  evex^  Christian 
life,  or  our  parents  life*  H«ciceforth  Father 
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vonld  !••&«  wAit  upon  Christ,  trostiiig  him 
Uim  to  fulfill  His  proaiset  and  trusting  Him 
ID  SHABLE  HIH  TO  FOmiL  THSS£  VOWS  HE  IUlDS. 

FAITHt  L07S  AHD  LCYALTT  HA?£  CABRIED  FATH8B 
aMUUUft  HIS  PRIESTLI  LIF£«     l«re  h«  li^  dtsd 
tef  ore  as«     V^  siiall  not  use  SDPHEMISI^  AS 
«TASS£D  AWAY**,  PASSED  OR.    Father  Tbmmmm 
vas  a  realist  and  so  he  says  to  us  nov  fro« 
the  oaflket«     ^  hato  died!     FHEE  ME  0  IX»a>, 
;^t  Judge,  from  STERKAL  DEATEm     Tou  created 
mm.    You  are  just,  but  ycu  maat  haire  your  day 
of  redconing*     But  I  rmmmBbmr  that  idien  I  %ias 
bi^ised  the  priest  ai^ed  oe  (through  w^ 
sponsor),  ^^Mhat  do  you  wish?"  tmd  I  said, 
"Faith'*.     And  when  he  asked,  *ni&at  does  Faith 
bring?^,  and  I  said,  **£tenial  Life***     You  amm 
I  started  well  and  I  reoMber  too  that  idien  I 
mm  m  little  boy,  I  was  prejaired  «  perhaps 
TO^CJS>  Mae  aay  say  «-  to  get  ready  for  ay  First 
Holy  riMismfmii     Of  course  I  did  not  understand 
everything  that  vas  going  to  happen  but  thea 
I  didn^t  know  the  reascm  for  medicines,  but 
you  vanted  oe  to  live  beyond  last  MCM>AY,  and 
HQT  parents  understood,  for  you  Christ  said,  **If 


^      TATBER  VHCERT  TBORSOV  1^ 


yen  eat  asr  fl^ah  and  rink  mj  blood  you  %dll 
h«v«  lif  •  WTlastlng  -  and  I  shall  raiaa 
jou  up  on  the  Last  Dty*    I  beliara  that  aqt 
liTath  «*  velo<Mae  ma  0  God* 


AND  HOW«  I  would  Ilka  to  axpreas  to  Fathar 
ThovKm^a  miBtmr^  his  brother  and  relativaa 
tha  daap  i^jPinpathy  of  our  Coagregaticn#     Tbmj 
balong  to  tha  Baailian  Family^  Asd  tha  tiaa 
viU  0Tmr  reaain  firm  axkd  lasting  and  idian 
thay  puis  St*  6asil*8  thay  will  know  that  it 
was  here  that  their  brother  %fas  ordained  for 
God*8  people*    Hare  he  w<»iced  for  thes^  and 
here  he  died  for  thes* 


(^E^ranseribed  f^rom  the  |areacher*8  nanoscriptt 
in  his  poaaaaaicn*    Serma  preached  bj  Fathar 
Leonard  Bmii  at  the  funeral  of  Father  Vinc«&t 
fhonwn  in  St*  Basil^s  Church «  TorcntOt 
tlittrsday^  October  lOt  1968) 
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ftdm  is  the  rictarj  vliieh  awmrcoate  the  world 
f^th»  I  John  5%   ^» 


1^  dear  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ: 
This  statement  contains  a  grtat  ^^fstery*  k 
mjBterj  not  in  the  sense  that  it  cannot  be 
trnderstoodf  but  the  nystery  contained  in  it 
is  the  hidd«i  and  vonderful  work  Qod  has  done 
for  the  salvation  of  m&n^   by  the  Tictory  of 
lis  Boa  over  death  an^sin  thro^i^  his  Passion « 
DMith  ai^  Hemirrection*  !rhis  is  the  victory 
referred  to  here*  And   the  irorldreferred  to  in 
the  statMWQt  is  not  the  universal,  the  earth, 
tha  olcyt  the  stars;  it  is  not  the  nations  of 
the  %K»rld,  nor  the  peoples  in  it;  it  is  not 
the  daily  contacts  of  men  %d.th  ami  nor  nations 
with  nations  in  haiaan  affairs.  Bat  the  world 
in  ^is  stateoent  of  St*  John  stands  for  all 
that  is  perishable t  all  that  is  corruptible, 
all  that  has  the  isark  of  tiae  in  it,  all  that 
is  doooed  to  die* 

And  the  victory  over  this  world  of  death  and 
corruption  resides  in  our  faith*  So,  St*  John 
tells  us  in  those  consoling  wordss  **This  is  ^e 
victory  which  overccaaes  the  world  «•  our  Faith*" 
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Our  Faith  in  i^iAt?  In  the  nystery  of  6od*« 
love  for  us*  ^oar  God  so  lored  the  world  ma 
to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever 
belieres  in  his  wm^  not  perish «  but  have  life 
everlasting^.  This  then  is  the  victory  of 
the  believer  over  the  world  «  (the  %K>rld  of 
sin  and  d«tth)« 

lis  faith  in  Qod^s  gift  tf  his  Son  to  imb 
for  their  salvation^  ^dlis  faith  in  the  resiurreo- 
tion  of  his  Son  from  the  dead*  lis  faith  in 
his  bapti«ai  by  which  he  shares  in  the  Besurreo-' 
tion  of  this  Son  •  Jesus  -  the  Saviour*  In 
this  is   the  believer  convinced  of  his  victory 
over  sin  and  death* 

And  this  faith  t  coanon  to  all  of  us  who  believe 
was  the  prized  possessi<m  around  which  the  life 
of  Father  Mu^  Nolan  revolved*  1!his  was  the 
gift  frost  God  %4tich  he  prised  aost*  And  God 
blest  hiffi  with  nany  talents  bo^  physical  and 
intellectual*  As  a  youth  at  Assuoption  Higjh 
School t  he  was  a  Yarsity  athlete*  Re  partici- 
pated in  tra<^t  basketball^  baseball  and  foot<- 
ball*  He  jokingly  referred  to  himself  as  the 
best  left  half  at  Assuoption «  and  his  coach  in 
those  days,  Fath«r  Tincent  K^medy,  would  prob* 


Jk  iia 
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ablj  attest  to  the  turth  of  this  statement* 
Intellectually  he  had  the  ability  and  the 
desire  to  obtain  an  M#A«  in  eh«aistry«  and 
this  was  the  subject  he  taught  at  Catholic 
Central  Hi^  School  in  Detroit  t  at  Aquinas 
Institute  in  Bochester*  Neir  loiict  '■^^  *t  St« 
Th<»K8  EL^  School  in  Hmtston#  Me  %ais  entfaus-* 
iastic  about  his  subject  and  an  adequate 
teaeher  of  it*  Eis  big  boast  as  a  teacher  of 
^Mdstry  was  thm   fact  that  he  launched 
Father  George  Kosieki  on  his  career  in  <^e»» 
istry*  As  a  teacher  t  coai^  and  aoderator  oi 
the  Dads*  Club  at  Catholic  Central^  he  ms  a 
faithful^  reliable  and  hard«»voi:^ing  ai»ber  of 
the  staff*  But  these  accc»Bpli^iaents  were  just 
en  the  csirface  of  the  real  Father  lu^  Holen* 
Re  ims  such  more  than  a  coacht  a  teacher  of 
tdiemistryt  a  moderator  of  actiTities  «  he  tias 
a  man  oi  Faith.  ThiM  iias  the  real  Father 
Nolan* 

I  m  stressing  tiiis  aspect  of  his  character 
because  in  the  two  and  a  half  years  I  lired 
with  hiffit  this  is  the  quality  that  caam   out  loud 
and  clear  to  me*  I  sav  him  as  a  man  deeply 
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rooted  in  the  Faith  he  had  inherited  f ro« 
his  exenplary  parents*  And  it  is  in  the  Nolnui 
Z  set  yesterday.  It  is  a  common  faoily  trait* 
le  was  regular  and  attentive  to  his  daily 
spiritual  eKerci£^s«  his  Masst  his  breviaryt 
his  rosary,  his  visit  to  the  Blessed  Sacraaent* 
Okie  mi^t  ae^  idiat  is  so  nnnsual  aboat  this* 
Are  these  not  the  normal  practices  of  religions 
life?  YeSf  they  are,  and  the  vast  najority 
of  religioiM  are  faithful  to  tbem*  Bat  in 
these  days  of  experimentation  «  wh^i  ther^  is 
a  the<»*y  that  your  work  is  your  pz^yer,  ndien 
one  is  left  on  one's  own  in  these  mattei^t 
fidelity  to  them  indicates  a  f oundrntion  of 
faith  in  the  person  and  they  are  idtnesses 
of  its  presence  in  that  person* 

Father  lug}i  Molan^s  faith  was  a  living  faith, 
ifie  that  produced  good  works*  As  Father  Bocoo 
Volpe  put  it,  ••Hu^  welcoaed  opportunities  to 
help  people*^  And  certainly  this  seal  flowing 
trtm  his  faith  \m8  evid^it  in  the  years  he 
spent  in  pastoral  woxic  in  Basilian  parii&es* 
Zn  Asherstburg  he  and  the  memhers  of  the  St* 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  distributed  truck 
ICMids  of  food,  clothes  and  toys  to  the  poor 
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At  Qiris^His  tine*  Bere  at  ilBauiiiptioa  parish 
he  orgenised  four  choirs  to  sing  the  praises 
of  God  in  the  liturgy*  He  delighted  to  tell 
of  his  apostolate  to  the  stray  sheep  at  lleai^ 
ford*  Perhaps  the  biggest  and  sost  ioportant 
work  in  his  apostolate  was  the  annual  football 
gHse  be^ieen  Catholic  Central  and  Konsignor 
Flannlgen^s  faaous  Boj^b  Toum   team  which  he 
and  the  Dads*  Club  at  Catholic  CentnO.  spc»» 
sored  each  year*  It  was  a  big  undertaking 
to  fill  Brigpi*  Stadiua  for  this  braefit  guw* 
It  required  sen  with  faith  and  confidence  in 
Qod  •*  and  untiring  seal  for  their  catise,  that 
of  Catholic  Bducation  in  Detroit*  i^nd  I  9m 
sure  that  those  of  you  in  this  Church  ^lis 
aoming  %iho  becaaie  friends  of  Father  Nolan 
through  your  association  %dLth  hia  in  this  pro-> 
ject«  will  agree  with  tsm   that  he  was  a  snn  of 
faith  f  a  faith  that  flowed  over  into  works  fttr 
his  fellow  oen* 

The  Gospel  tells  us  that  ofat   of  the  mouthy 
the  heatt  speaks*  The  inner  inan  is  revealed 
in  his  conyersation  and  it  \ms  precisely  fro« 
the  Mode  of  his  ccmversation  that  ycm  knew 
where  his  values  lay*  He  was  a  aan  of  strcmg 


z<^   ^^ 


;iv'.^a-      .,w   i 


Kelly   -   FATHER  HDOI  WCUM  l4l 

like8  and  dialikes  -  both  of  porsoDt  placos 
Bnd   things*  This  made  him  faumuit  lovoablat 
■aeh  like  oorselTes*  HeaTen  forbid  that  I 
Mkke  caricatiire  of  him.  If  I  did  he  would 
ehaatise  ae  «»  Tony  •»  don^t  nake  ae  a  phoney* 
Picture  ae  aa  X  mm.    So  th«i  if  he  liked  you^ 
and  he  liked  aost  people  he  aet«  he  would 
likely  graTitate  to  what  ac^t  appealed  to  hia 
-  a  person's  faith*  And  hi^est  coapliamt 
he  could  pay  a  person  was  his  favorite  i^^ase^ 
He  has  the  Faith*  Ter  lai^,  this  covered  a 
aultitude  of  faults  in  a  aan*  It  was  kindred 
spirit  looking  at  kindred  spirit* 

le  loved  theAmerican  people*  le  loved  Detroit* 
le  really  never  left  Catholic  Central  Hi^ 
School*  He  loved  theAmerican  people  not  be- 
cause they  were  Aaerican,  but  because  to  hia 
they  were  people  of  faith*  To  hia  the  sacri- 
fices they  have  aade  to  set  up  and  aaintain 
their  parochial  schools  %fas  mn   indication  of 
their  faith*  Concerning  the  Sunday  work^  he 
and  the  Basil ians  in  this  area  do^  he  would 
often  reaark  about  the  volumes  of  confessions 
he  and  his  confreres  would  do  in  the  Detroit 
area*  To  him  this  waa  a  aanifestation  of  Faith t 
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and  as  a  nan  of  Faith,  hm  respondad  villingly 
and  lovixigly  to  the  needs  of  the  laity  in  the 
practice  of  their  faith.  And  with  this  re«- 
■ark  I  will  conclude  my  tribute  to  mj  beloved 
ocmfrerot  Father  Hu^  Hdan  *  a  aan  of  Faith 
and  an  example  to  mm  and  all  ny  ecof reres  to 
be  kept  before  us  as  an  example  to  follow  ia 
this  age  which  is  experiencing  a  crisis  of 
Faith,  '^^hia  is  the  true  path  to  follow  ^  the 
path  to  Tictory  over  this  age. 

And  now  for  a  minute  or  so  I  want  to  address 
a  few  words  of  consolati<m  to  his  brothers  and 
sisters*  his  nieces  and  nephews  and  his  other 
relatives  on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of 
all  m^  Basilian  confreres. 

Ito  know  how  imxch  you  loved  Father  Hu^  «ad  how 
much  Father  fiug^  loved  you.  I  know  because 
^enever  he  came  down  here  to  visit  you  f r<»B 
Toronto,  he  always  seemed  to  me  to  leave  the 
house  with  a  hop,  skip  and  jump.  He  delighted 
to  be  with  yoa.  So  it  is  no  wonder  you  will 
miss  hifflf  as  I  and  his  confreres  at  St.  Mich* 
ael*s  College  School  will  miss  him.  That  is 
the  sadness  of  death.  But  do  not  linger,  please 
on  this  aspect  of  death.  It  is  not  Qiristian* 


^M  U 
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It  is  not  %AiAt  Father  Hii^  would  vant  to 

iMnre  behind*  Ee  wants  you  to  erect  a  living 

—oriel  to  hiSt  one  that  will  keep  his  pros* 

ent  to  you*  And  here  is  ay  8Uggesti<m  to 

erect  this  living  aeaorial  to  him*  On  this 

little  obituary  card  of  his  %irite  out  in  your 

oim  handwriting  the  text  that  I  used  in  taj 

introduction  -  on  three  separate  lines  s 

ffhis  is  the  victory 

over  the  %forld 

our  Faith  (I  J<^n  5f^) 


I  feel  that  this  is  a  fitting  mmbHiT  to  hia 
beaause  it  eiii^>odie6  the  theme  of  his  life  «» 
Faith  9  by  which  he  overcame  the  world  in  hia- 
self  s  the  world  of  huioan  treakness,  8in«  and 
^toaUu  Write  it  beneath  his  nawiling  counten- 
ance on  this  little  card*  It  will  be  his 
testioony  to  you«  his  words  of  ^icouragement 
to  joa   to  win  the  victory  over  the  world  in 
yont  over  you  weakness «  your  frailty,  your 
sinst  your  death  *  by  your  Faith* 


(SeraoR  preached  by  Father  iUithony  Kelly  at 
the  funeral  of  Father  Sugh  Nolan  in  Assuarption 
Church,  Mindsor^   on  Anrsday,  June  26,  I969, 
at  10:CX)  a*s*  Transcribed  f^rom  the  preacher's 
aasuiroript) 
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Qrant  hlia  eternal  fellowship  with  ToUt  in 

he  placed  his  faith  and  hope*  (Postcommunion} 

In  an  Advent  season  every  Christian  is  called 
upon  to  live  in  faith  and  hope  •  for  he  is 
looking  forward  to  the  celebration  of  that  day 
when  Christ  will  fully  enter  his  life*  Marked 
in  tine  by  the  celebraticm  of  Christmas,  when 
Christ  visibly  entered  the  lives  of  the  Blessed 
Virgint  St.  Jo^ph,  the  shepherdSf  the  Christian 
looks  forward  to  when  his  faith  will  give  way 
to  vision;  his  hope  to  possession;  and  the  love 
of  Christ  will  be  all  in  all* 

These  three,  his  faith,  hope  and  love  give  to 
the  Qiristian  a  security,  a  freedom,  a  peace 
that  can  be  found  in  no  other  way*  He  is  aware 
that  the  truths  he  holds  and  lives  by  are  not 
the  products  of  huaan  brilliance,  but  the  revel* 
ations  of  Qod  Himself,  guaranteed  by  His  who 
said,  **I  am  the  truth"*  He  knows  that  his  hope 
rests,  not  aa  his  own  ability  or  strength,  but 
<m  the  almighty  power  of  God  Himself,  who  moved 
St*  Paul  to  say,  "I   can  do  all  things  in  Him 
who  strengthens  me***  His  love,  too,  is  not  his 
own,  Imt  a  share  in  Qod*8  love,  who  so  loved  us 
that  He  created  us  «-  redeemed  us  -  sanctified 
U8«  In  this  world  Father  John  Meyer  lived  and 
died* 
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Bom  about  63  years  ago  in  Indlaiiat  ha  became 
a  aehool  teacher t  a  specialist  in  EBathematicSf 
a  catholic;  studied  at  Purdue «  Michigan,  Aamoip^ 
tioiit  St*  Basil* a  Seminary,  and  was  ordained  a 
priest  in  1939  •  "Hie  thirty  years  of  his  priestly 
life  V9re   spent:  ten  years  at  Aquinas  Institute 
in  Hochester,  Kev  lork^   the  last  twenty  here  in 
Houston  at  the  t^iversity  of  St.  Thomas* 

As  you  have  probably  heard,  ve  were  at  morning 
prayers,  he  was  forced  to  leave  because  of  weak- 
ness and  pain.  A  few  hours  later  he  was  dead. 
In  this  we  hare  all  lost.  Our  8yir^>athy  goes 
out  to  his  sisters,  one  of  wh^i  was  able  to  fly 
down  this  morning,  remain  a  few  hours,  and  then 
liad  to  fly  back.  She  was  not  able  to  stay  for 
his  funeral.  All  of  us  share  mutually  in  the 
loss  of  a  priest  and  a  religious.  In  his  death, 
he  was  as  in  life,  decisive.  Father  Iteyer  never 
wanted  to  be  a  burden  to  anyone.  One  of  his 
greatest  crosses  was  when  he  had  to  be  told 
that  he  could  no  ledger  carry  out  certain  tasks 
or  duties. 

We  have  lost  a  priest.  Hever  again  will  there 
be  a  Father  John  Meyer.  Others  will  come  along 
to  take  up  his  work,  to  teach  his  classes,  to 
say  his  schedule  of  Masses,  but  they  will  not 
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be  him*  Father  Meyer  occupied,  as  each  and 
•reryone  of  ua  do«  a  very  unique  place  in 
God* 8  creation*  No  one  else  can  fill  it*  l^ia 
orershadoved  into  his  life  and  made  each  and 
everyone  he  came  in  contact  with  feel  i!BpQrt«> 
ant*  Because  he  saw  them  as  soo^cme  unique « 
someone  ii^ortant  before  God,  as  someone  sent 
to  him  for  the  ^cercise  of  his  priestly  minis* 
try* 

It  wade  no  difference  to  him,  whether  it  warn 
in  the  classroom  teaching  gec«itry,  theology, 
biology,  or  on  the  street,  skid  row,  the  jail, 
or  at  the  Bodeo  as  Chaplain  of  the  Association, 
leather  he  mia  preaching,  or  as  priest  at  the 
«ltar  ^  all  these,  to  some  degree  or  ^^er, 
were  the  means  of  reaching  into  the  hearts  of 
men  and  leading  them  a  little  to  Christ,  to  the 
Qod  he  loved  and  served* 

If  John  ever  had  a  real  fear  it  was  that  he 
would  betray  tiis  trust,  and  for  this  reason 
he  constantly  sou^t  prayers,  that  he  mi^t 
faithfully  be  Christ *s  priest*  He  was  well 
aware  that  from  the  moment  of  the  in^osition 
of  the  Bishop *s  hands,  when  Christ  placed  the 
awesome  powers  of  the  priesthood  within  him  - 
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^en  by  a  few  simple  words  he  could  change 
bread  and  wine  into  Christ ^s  body  and  bloody 
or  by  a  few  others  lift  the  world  from  some* 
(me*s  shoulders  and  assure  them  of  Christie 
forgiveness »  he  %ias  offering  his  life  to 
Christ*  He  was  %rilling  to  share,  to  hear 
spoken  to  him^  ••^ou  art  a  priest  forever". 
lliere  would  be  no  respite;  no  vacation  from 
the  priesthood*  His  labors  vould   end  caily  at 
his  death* 

As  a  priest  he  was  sent  to  play  a  role  in  the 
lives  of  men  I  to  act  as  intermediary  between 
them  and  God;  to  bring  God*6  gifts  and  bless- 
ings ;j||f  them;  to  offer  their  lives  and  gifts 
back  to  God;  to  make  them  realize  how  import- 
ant each  and  every  cme   of  them  was  before  God 
-  so  important  that  Dod*8  only  begotten  Son 
would  live  out  his  life  for  them,  and  leave 
his  ministers  behind  to  carry  on«  to  show 
them  that  throu^  their  walk  in  life  God  could 
and  would  be  glorified »  if  men  w(^ld  but  accept 
his  love  and  service* 

How  thoroughly!  how  well  Father  Meyer  carried 
out  his  work,  we  must  leave  to  the  judgment  of 
the  God  he  served*  But  c»n  can 
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|ttdgB«at6  and  thus  each  of  the  priests  of  his 
Congregation  is  saying  two  Masses  for  the  re^^ 
pose  of  his  soul  and  invites  you  to  join  with 
theot  now  and  always  with  your  prayers «  that 
in  the  words  of  what  is  the  last  prayer  of 
today*  6  Masst  **<2rant  him  eternal  fellowship 
with  yout  in  vhom  he  placed  his  faith  and 
hope* 

(Serson  preached  by  Father  Alfred  Caird  at  the 
Funeral  Mass  for  Father  Jcdm   Meyer  in  St« 
Anne*s  Churchy  Houstcmt  Friday,  December  12, 
1969 •  Transcribed  from  a  copy  of  the  preacher •s 
typescript  t  deposited  in  the  general  archives 
of  the  Basil ian  Fathers «  Torcmto) 


Out  -  ReminiBcences  on  the  Founding    1^9 
of  St.  Thomas  llore  College 

I  beliere  it  is  true  that  I  left  i^y  heart  in 
Saskatoon  •  Certainly  a  new  life  began  for  me 
idien  I  oane  to  St.  Thomas  Ifore  College  and  the 
Revoan  Club  in  19^2,  and  in  great  part  slou^ed 
off  the  old.  This  probably  the  last  occasion 
when  I  shall  speak  here  like  this.  And  I 
think  I  hare  a  few  things  to  tell  you,  which 
it  has  been  my  privilege  to  know  at  first  hand, 
and  which  may  interest  you.  How  did  St.  Thomas 
More  College  come  to  be?  How  did  the  Basilians 
happen  to  come  to  the  UniTersity  of  Saskatchewan? 

President  Murray,  the  first  president  of  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan,  was  the  one  who 
casued  St.  Thomas  More  College  to  come  into 
being.  It  was  President  Murray  who  brought 
the  Basilians  to  Sa^catoon,  to  take  charge  of 
St.  ISiomas  More  College*  Bishc^  Murray  was 
the  first  Ucmam  Catholic  Bishop  of  Saskatoon. 
Bm  was  transferred  here  fr<MB  Victoria  in  193^« 
Father  Markle  had  been  teaching  scholcistic 
philseophy  at  the  University  since  1927* 
Shortly  after  Bishop  Murray  came  to  Saskatoon 
some  questicms  dealing  with  the  teaching  of 
philsophy  came  to  to  him.  Father  Da]ry  was 
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staying  with  the  Bishop  at  the  ti»e«  Father 
Daly  and  Bishop  Murray  both  belongM  to  the 
Bedemptorist  order  and  were  close  friends* 
Father  Daly  was  founder  of  the  Sisters  of 
Service ,  a  religious  order  of  woom*  Bishop 
Murray  had  had  no  experience  with  secular  uni* 
▼ersities  and  was  bothered  about  how  to  deal 
with  the  University.  ^  told  Father  Daly  and 
a^ed  the  latter* s  advice.  Father  Daly  said* 
*^I  would  not  touch  it  until  jcxl   ccmsult  Father 
Carr^  the  Basilian  Superior  General «  who  has 
had  sany  years  experience  in  such  satters." 

«fery  well**,  said  the  Bishop »  ''you  are  going 
to  Toronto*  Go  and  see  Father  Carr^  and  ask 
his  to  coine  out«  There  will  be  a  meeting  of 
the  bishops  of  the  province.  I  would  like  hin 
to  coiie  a  week  or  so  before  the  meeting  of  the 
bishops  t  so  that   we  can  be  prepared  for  it.  I 
will  look  after  his  expenses  ••*  Father  Daly 
eaae  to  see  ae^  and  I  went  to  Saskatoon.  That 
would  be  at  the  end  of  Januaryt  1935* 

For  three  weeks  the  thermometer  had  not  risen 
above  20  below.  But  that  is  incidental.  I 
said  to  Father  O'Leary:  'How  do  you  stand  it?*» 
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**(%«  we  Bianage."  **But  how  do  you  go  out  and 
go  around?'^  ^}rie   doo*t  go  out#" 

Bishop  Murray  had  unlisted  l^e  services  of  a 
«OMBlttee  of  laymen  and  clergy*  Whei  it  cones 
to  naaing  people  in  situations  like  this«  it 
is  a  very  ticklish  biisiness*  Try  as  best  caie 
can«  one  is  apt  to  leave  out  so!^  who  deserve 
to  be  mentioned  and  they  will  be  hurt  and 
their  families  and  friends  will  be  Imrt.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  %rill  do  the  best  I  can* 
It  Bay  read  like  Homer  *s  catalogue  of  the 
ships f  cmly  Homer  has  this  advantage  over:  he 
■ay  have  left  out  names  t  but  no  <me  can  check 
up  on  hiffi. 

Vhen  I  look  at  that  eiMflmittee  I  find  that  it 
wtm   quite  a  remaiicable  one*  Father  Baudmntf 
BOW  Archbishop  of  St*  Boniface «  was  one*  At 
that  time  he  mslb   curate  and  acting  pastor  of 
Prud*h<»aBe*  Father  Birch  was  another.  He 
was  pastor  of  St*  Joseph *8  parish  and  for  some 
yeeurs  n^#  has  been  second  to  the  Superior 
General  of  the  ^late  order  in  Roae*  Father 
Markle  later  became  a  Mcmsignor  in  the  arch- 
diocese of  Toronto t  and  died  youngs  greatly 
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gtitfrmd  by  all  who  knew  him*  Father  Ccu^lin 
belonged  to  the  Hedemptorist  order*  He  was 
pastor  of  St*  Mary*s  parish  and  has  had  a 
distinguished  career  in  his  order* 

The  laymen  were  as  follows:  J*J*  Leddy*  His 
naae  alone  suffices  to  laakr  his  out  for  a  long 
and  distinguished  life  in  the  service  of  the 
Church*  Iliere  was  no  one  in  his  day  who  stood 
out  as  a  leader  aaong  the  Catholics  of  the 
prorince  as  he  did*  Soger  Strickland  was  ai^ 
other  man  on  the  cofanittee*  For  those  idio 
have  coae  sine^e  it  should  suffice  to  say 
that  during  the  war  he  i»s  the  peroanent  chair- 
nan  of  the  llctorj  Drives*  ^e  last  one  <m  mj 
list  is  Sasiet  Bally  now  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Province  of  Saskatchewan* 

That  was  the  cossDittee*  It  set  in  the  evenings* 
I  do  not  remeiaber  h<w  often ,  about  four  or  five 
tiaea»  The  subject  aatter  of  the  discussicms 
was  the  educaticm  of  Catholics  at  the  Univer- 
sity* At  no  time  during  these  discussi<ms« 
as  far  as  i&y  memory  can  be  trusted «  was  there 
amy  mention  of  asking  for  a  Catholic  College  at 
the  University*  Moreover*  there  was  not  talk 
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of  the  Basilians  cosing  to  Sa^dcatoon.  To 
grasp  the  picture  you  haTe  to  res^mber  that 
I  was  not  there  representing  the  Basilians* 
I  \mB   there  as  a  consultant* 

There  was  a  feeling  the  the  eocairittee  that  the 
University  vas  biased  against  anything  Catholic* 
It  was  finally  decided  that  the  best  thing  to 
do  was  to  interview  President  Murray*  An  ap- 
pointment was  made  for  Saturday  morning*  Here 
again,  I  antst  trust  to  m^  memory*  I  am  sure 
Mr*  Leddy«  Mar*  Strickland «  and  ssyself  vent  to 
see  President  Murray*  I  am  not  sure  idiether 
llr*  Ball  was  there  or  not*  If  he  wasn't,  it 
was  becaiise  he  was  prevented  by  some  serious 
cause* 

km  mctm  as  we  entered  Presidait  Murray's  office t 
the  matter  was  settled*  ^e  took  over  from 
there*  I  had  known  him  before*  As  eoon  as  he 
knew  the  Basilians  were  interestedf  that  settled 
it*  He  wanted  a  Catholic  College  at  the  Uni- 
versityt  with  the  Basilians  in  charge  of  it* 
He  took  it  for  granted  that  I  was  there  to 
negogiate  for  the  Basilians  something  like  St* 
Michael's  College  in  the  University  of  Torcnto* 
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It  vas  not  until  sooe  time  later  that  he 
understood  that  he  had  odsinterpreted  the 
meaning  of  my  presence.  It  made  no  differ** 
ence  with  him*  He  went  ahead  with  his  plans  t 
as  if  I  were  there  to  negogiate  for  a  Basilian 
college*  He  had  treo^ndc^is  admiration  for  the 
arrangement  at  the  Iftiiversity  of  Toronto* 

It  iMLs  near  the  end  of  his  long  term  as  Pres<» 
ident  of  the  University*  Before  he  retired^ 
his  great  ambition  was  to  have  a  Catholic  Col«» 
lege  at  the  University  of  Saskatchewan,  con- 
ducted by  the  Basilian  Fathers*  I  do  not  think 
that  I  personally  counted  for  very  much#  He 
would  have  been  satisfied  with  any  other 
Basilian* 

It  made  quite  a  difference  to  me*  I  was  carried 
away  by  his  enthusiasm  and  allowed  myself  to 
become  involved  in  a  deliczte  situation*  I 
warned  Presid^it  Murray,  Bishop  Murray  and  the 
committee  exactly  how  things  stood,  that  I 
ecfold  not  establish  a  College  without  the  aj)*- 
proval  of  the  General  Council  of  the  ^^er,  and 
that  they  were,  to  put  it  at  its  best,  cool  to- 
wards the  idea*  My  warnings  went  unheeded* 
They  were  all  confident  that  it  would  go  throu^. 
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After  that  neeting  eTerythlng  devolved  on  Pres* 
ident  Murray  and  loyself «  Of  course  I  kept  the 
Bishop  fully  informed,  and  the  cossaittee  too^ 
and  above  all  I  kpet  the  Basilian  General 
C<»mcil  fully  informed.  1^  dealings  with  the 
President  took  place  on  the  understanding  that 
everything  he  and  I  did  was  provisional,  and 
would  have  to  be  approved,  on  our  part,  by  the 
General  Cmineil,  and  <m  his  part  by  the  Senate 
of  the  University.  Shortly  after  that  meeting 
I  had  to  leave  Sai^catocm,  and  went  to  Calgary* 
President  Murray  and  a^self  continued  our  neg- 
ogiaticms  in  a  nusber  of  letters* 

As  I  recall  it,  thi^re  never  was  any  formal 
agreement  drawn  up*  When  it  came  to  presenting 
the  proposal  to  the  Senate,  President  Murray    j 
drew  up  a  contract  based  on  what  was  agreed  on 
in  our  letters*  In  order  to  win  the  consent 
of  the  Senate,  President  Murray  brought  out  Sir 
fiobert  Falconer,  President  of  the  University  of 
Toronto,  to  explain  the  situation  in  Toronto, 
and  his  evaluaticm  of  its  worth*  President 
Murray  yms  a  religious  man  and  felt  that  a  Oath* 
olio  College  at  the  University  would  further 
the  cause  of  religion*  Besides,  no  doubt,  it 
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coon  ted  with  hia  that  it  would  help  the  Uni- 
versity to  have  the  Catholics  of  the  Province 
united  in  support  of  it* 

the  Basilian  order  is  governed  by  a  Superior 
General  and  four  General  Councillors  and  three 
other  officials*  These  are  elected  every  six 
years  at  what  is  called  a  Geneirail  Chapter* 
This  Chapter  is  cc»iposed  of  representatives 
elected  by  the  members  of  the  order «  besides 
scHBe^  like  the  Superior  General  and  the  other 
officials «  who  by  their  offices «  are  members 
of  the  General  Chapter*  Th±a   General  Chapter 
examines  all  the  business  of  the  order*  The 
Gmieral  Council  can  hand  over  to  the  Chapter 
any  business  of  special  iinportance^  which  it 
prefers  not  to  decide  itself.  Now  in  193$t 
there  was  a  General  Chapter  coming  on  in  July. 
When  the  proposition  ffor  the  foundation  of  St< 
Thomas  More  College  was  submitted  to  the  Gen«* 
eral  Council*  and  since  the  Chapter  was  so 
close  ^  and  the  project  was  so  important  *  the 
General  Council t  instead  of  giving  a  decision 
itself,  chose  to  leave  the  matter  for  the  Gen- 
eral Chapter  to  deal  with*  It  was  proposed  to 
the  General  Chapter  in  July  and  approved  by  it< 
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1?hat  settled  the  foundation  of  St*  Thoaas  More 
College*  These  are  some  of  the  tnatters  I  had 
in  mind^  when  I  said  that  I  ad^t  be  able  to 
tell  you  some  things  you  mi^t  not  othervrise 
know* 

I  have  something  more  to  say  to  you«  which  is 
too  vital  to  be  crowded  out*  In  the  past 
three  or  four  years  an  extraordinary  f ers^nt 
has  been  active  in  Catholic  thinking  in  the 
United  States.  In  19^6 «  Mcmsignor  Ellis» 
Professor  of  Church  History,  The  Catholic  di- 
versity of  America »  published  in  boc^  form  an 
address  entitled,  American  Catholics  and  the 
Intellectual  Life.  It  proved  to  produce  a 
shock.  It  was  like  the  ^Kplosicm  of  a  bonib* 
Stated  briefly,  through  careful  and  exhaustive 
study  it  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Catholics 
are  inferior  intellectually  to  their  felloii- 
Africans,  that  Catholic  colleges  and  Tud.ver» 
si  ties  are  inferior,  and  that  in  every  field 
of  endeavour  Catholics  do  not  measure  up  in 
leadership,  in  fact,  they  trail  woefully  be- 
hind* The  address  and  its  views  speead  like 
vUdfire.  -^ere  were  some  angry  dissenting 
Catholic  opinions*  These  were  remazicably  few* 
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The  general  attitude  of  thinking  Catholics 
WR8  to  take  the  charge  calmly  and  study  itf 
and  if  it  were  true«  to  set  about  remedying  it* 

That  is  what  Catholics  in  the  IMited  States 
have  been  doing.  In  general  there  is  a  dis- 
position to  accept  the  case  of  Msgr*  Ellis  as 
fair  and  accux^te*  The  excitement  stirrred 
up  %ias  so  great  and  so  %#ide8pread  that  the 
Catholics  in  Britain  to<^  it  up«  and  did  soae 
soul-seaurching  on  their  o%m  account*  They 
reached  about  the  sane  conclusicas  for  Baritain 
as  Msgr#  Ellis  found  true  for  the  United  States« 
namely  that  Catholics  are  intellectually  in* 
ferior*  They  too  are  now  working  at  it* 

It  is  a  big  question)  too  big  to  do  more  than 
merely  state  in  suimnary  fashion  here  tonight* 
It  is  worth  understanding  it  clearly,  that  Cath* 
olics  in  the  United  States  generally  (  we  will 
confined  ouz^elyes  to  them)  recognize  and  ac- 
knowledge that  Catholic  colleges  and  universities 
have  been  inferior  and  that  Catholics  have  been 
inferior.  It  is  not  a  nice  thing  for  Catholics 
to  have  to  stomach*  If  it  is  true,  it  is  better 
to  face  it*  American  Catholic  educators  are 

eager  to  discuss  Catholic  education  at  the  uni- 
versity level. 
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Wienever  they  cone  in  contact  with  it  or  bear 
aboutf  Aserican  Catholic  educators  become  in- 
tensely interested  in  what  ic  t«sking  place  here 
in  Saskatoon  at  St*  ThomBLs  More  College*  They 
wax  eloquent  about  it*  They  thinkt  from  every 
point  of  Tiewy  it  is  the  most  perfect  answer^ 
to  what  has  become  known  aa  ^he  »p:*eat  debate** 
in  Catholic  educaticm*  You  do  not  realisse  it# 
Yon  are  too  close  to  it  to  see  it.  You  have  a 
treasure  here  valuable  beyond  price # 

I  will  close  by  quoting  Sir  Hugh  Taylor  of 
Princeton,  Chairsan  of  the  Voodrow  Wils<»i  F<Amd" 
ati(»:  **!nie  best  solution  in  America  to  the 
question  of  higher  Catholic  ed\^  cation  is  that 
in  existence  and  in  operation  at  St*  Thomas 
Mere  College  in  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan*** 

SaAatoon,  Feb*  9f  1961* 

(Transcribed  frcnn  the  printed  version  in  the 
Chelsea  Annual  2  (1961)  75-79«  Published  at 
St.  TaoaSiB  «More  College* 
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¥«ry  fieverend  and  HeTerend  Fathers*  BeTertad 
Slaters f  Mr*  Felix  Collins «  friends  and  eoft* 
fZ^rea  of  Father  John  Collins*  !Ehls  Boming 
I  have  chosen  for  the  text  of  my  hCMnlly  two 
▼erses  froK  the  oTenth  chapter  of  tlie  Bode  of 
Ecdesiastes: 

Be  not  wanting  in  cofisforting  them  that  veept 
and  vcOLk  with  them  that  aoum.  Be  not  slow 
to  visit  the  sick*  And  by  these  things  thoa 
Shalt  be  confirmed  in  lore* 

Ibr  dear  friends* 

ttese  prophetic  admonitions  *  taken  frc^  the 
Holy  Bible  t  were  fulfilled  in  the  life  of  our 
deceased  friend  and  c<»ifrere*  Father  John  Col- 
lins t  for  Father  John  Francis  Collins  was  eer<» 
tainly  not  wanting  in  c^sforting  them  that  weep< 
He  most  certainly  did  walk  with  them  that 
mourn,  and  Father  Collins  itfas  not  slew  to  visit 
the  sick,  and  therefore  I  firmly  believe  that 
for  these  things  Father  Collins  %fas  c<mf irmed 
in  love*  It  is  true  that  in  a  sense  all  Chris- 
tians are  missionaries,  and  that  we  are  com- 
missioned by  GkKi  to  teach  all  peoples  by  our 
word  and  especially  by  our  good  example,  all 
those  things  that  God  has  commanded*  But  some 
are  called  to  do  this  in  a  more  strict  sense, 
and  they  become  blessed  with  a  vocation  to 
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dedicate  their  lives  to  bringing  the  good  news 
of  the  Gospel  to  God^s  people  all  over  the 
worlds  and  this  was  the  privilege  of  Father 
Collins*  And  it  was  not  by  accident  that 
Father  Collins  was  sent  by  his  superiors  to 
this  Gulf  Coast  of  Texas  shortly  after  his 
ordinaticQ  to  the  priesthood.  I  spent  hqt  col- 
lege years  %fith  Father  Collins  and  my  years  in 
Theology  at  St*  &sil*s  SMdnary  with  Father 
Collins  #  I  was  ordained  a  year  before  his  and 
sent  to  Texas  and  I  missed  him  because  we  had 
played  together  and  prayed  together^  studied 
together  and  argued  together* 

Because  he  was  fleet  of  foot*  althou^  small 
in  stature  t  he  was  a  very  excellent  athlete  in 
High  School  at  Cuyahoga  Falls^  CSiio,  but  when 
he  cane  to  Assumpticn  College  in  Windsor,  and 
GBom  cfat   for  football  that  first  Fall  after- 
nocm,  it  seemed  ridiculous  that  a  man  so  small 
would  have  the  nerve  to  play  football  with 
such  big  meut  and  you  know  it  gave  us  all  a 
lift  to  see  his  great  courage  that  overcame 
his  lack  of  weight*  He  earned  his  letter* 
That  same  cairage  stayed  with  Father  Collins 
throughout  his  life*  When  he  came  to  St*  Thomas 
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High  School  in  Houston  he  lored  to  teach  the 
bofB  end  he  loved  to  coach  then  and  I  felt 
that  Father  John  ColldLns  had  found  his  niche* 
Heere  he  vast  just  ordained «  a  successful 
teacher  and  a  very  successful  coach*  I  dcn't 
Bdnd  telling  you  that  his  teaias  von  most  of 
their  ^uai^s  and  he  liked  to  win*  But  I  %fas 
wrong}  this  was  not  to  be  his  life.  He  had 
joined  the  Basilian  Fathers  rather  than  the 
Diocesan  Clergy  so  that  he  could  enjoy  the 
eoBipany  of  his  ccnfreres  and  to  teach  boys* 
Vell«  it  all  st€urted  the  sussmer  after  he  got 
to  Texas*  He  was  asked  to  do  the  Simday  work 
with  Father  Joe  Dillon  on  the  Missions,  and  I 
can  reseiiber  him  to  this  day,  starting  off 
early  Saturday  aoming  «»  of  course  we  had  no 
•utottobiles  then«  St*  'Hicaias  didn*t  have  a 
«i(r  «  and  so  he  took  a  bus  downtc^m  to  the  hrxs 
terminal  where  he  w<»ild  get  a  bus  to  the  town 
he  was  going  to,  be  it  Nacogdoches  or  £agle 
Lake  or  New  Gulf  or  Rosenberg  or  Wharton «  and 
away  he  would  go,  full  of  zeal  and  happy*  In 
thdae  dayia,  as  you  remember,  we  were  not  al» 
lowed  to  have  anything  to  eat  or  drink  before 
*  lie  had  to  fast  from  midnight  of  the 
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ai^t  before  if  we  were  going  to  receive 
CcMOonioii  or  say  Mass  •  so  Father  Collins  on 
those  hot  suRBDer  days  began  by  hearing  Con- 
fessioQS  all  day^  one  place  or  another.  He 
would  walk  at  least  three  ndles  frc»fi  the  bos 
stop  to  the  little  area  where  he  was  going  to 
gOt  naybe  sleep  in  a  farm  house «  maybe  sleep 
in  the  sacristy  of  a  little  chiirchy  and  the 
next  morning  atty  Hass  in  that  little  church 
T«ry  early ^  baptise  babies  t  walk  with  those 
who  mourned,  comfort  those  who  wept,  and  then 
he  visited  the  sick,  he  married  those  who  were 
^ffiiiting  for  a  priest  to  be  asorried,  and  then 
he  went  on   several  miles  to  another  little 
settlen^nt  %fhere  he  said  his  Mass,  maybe  this 
tii^  in  a  box  car  or  on  the  veranda  of  a  h<mse$ 
and  then  again  the  Bsma   duties  as  in  the  first 
place  so  th&t  by  2  s  30  in  the  afternoon  he  was 
able  to  have  a  glass  of  water  and  a  cup  of 
coffee #  That  night  he  would  be  back,  and  oh, 
he*d  be  so  dusty.  7ou  know  there  were  no  paved 
roads  then,  he  walked  through  it  all  and  I 
knew  that  he*d  start  off  with  a  brown  suitcase, 
but  it  was  always  gray  when  it  returned*  Well, 
he  just  had  a  knack  for  getting  dusty,  all  his 
life*  But  he  was  always  cheerful  and  he  was 
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always  vanting  to  know«  **Hov  did  the  boys  do 
in  the  gaae  Saturday  night?  Did  they  win? 
Did  they  conduct  theoselTes  well?  Hov  was  tha 
student  body?  Did  they  behave  ireU?**  Ha  was 
not  a  bit  c<mcemed  about  the  fact  that  he  had 
really  suffered  over  the  weekend*  Then  it 
meant  going  to  bed  eonpletely  exhausted^  but 
he  was  always  up  at  5:30  in  the  aiming  for 
i»ditation  and  for  hia  Holy  }laa8«  then  break** 
fast  and  back  to  the  classroom*  That  eveningt 
after  school «  you  would  find  his  out  on  the 
field  with  all  the  renewed  vigor  that  he  had 
the  Friday  before* 

He  was  happy  and  this  looked  like  his  life^  but 
then  his  superiors  decided  otherwise^  inspired 
by  the  Holy  Spirit «  I  am  sure.  I  know  they 
didn't  pull  his  name  out  of  a  hat  when  they 
ware  thinking  of  finding  a  oissicsnary*  Hiey 
looked  us  all  over  and  they  locked  for  the  one 
who  had  the  qualificatiims  of  a  missionary* 
There  were  several  of  us  young  priests  there 
but  they  chose  Father  John  Collins  because  he 
was  quick  to  comfort  thioi  that  weep;  he  was 
was  quick  to  walk  with  them  that  mourned;  and 
he  was  not  slow  to  visit  the  sick*  They  knmr 
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if  he  continued  these  things  he  wmld   be  con- 
firmed  in  lovet  and  that  is  what  we  need  for 
a  missionary  •  So  Father  Collins  was  wrenched 
by  Qod  from  the  place  where  he  was  so  happy* 
He  was  torn  out  of  there  and  sait  to  these 
people  with  whoa  he  could  at  first  hardly  com- 
Qfonicate  because  God  wanted  that  mant  that  man 
lying  there,  to  carry  his  cross  funong  his 
people  and  to  carry  His  word  among  His  pecrple^ 
and  to  carry  His  own  Body  and  Host  Preciotis 
Blood  to  those  people*  And  so  Father  Collins 
became,  with  Father  Joseph  i>illon,  one  of  the 
first  of  the  two  missionaries  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers  who  did  active  work*  Ihis  had  to  be 
Qod* 6  way  of  testing  Father  Collins  in  the 
crucible  of  pain*  l!he  first  pain  was  this 
pain  *  a  mental  pain  <*  the  pain  of  separati^i 
from  his  confreres*  It  was  the  pain  of  lone- 
liness because  that  is  the  lot  of  any  missionary 
%^o  leaves  his  confreres,  his  relatives  and  his 
friends  and  goes  out  among  a  foreign  people  who 
speak  a   foreign  langaage^  to  help  them  because 
they  are  God*s  children* 

Father  Collins  spent  s<HBe  thirty  odd  years  of 
lonely  life  in  the  service  of  God*  But  that 
wmsB^t  the  only  cross  that  he  was  to  bear*  God 
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decided  to  teat  hin  again  t  and  this  tisae  in 
the  crucible  of  physical  pain^  and  all  of  a 
sudden  it  started*  You  naae  the  disease «  he 
ted  it*  Tou  naoe  the  operation,  he  had  it* 
I  used  to  kid  hia  and  call  hia  ^A  doctor's 
deli^t*^t  **A  8urge(»i*s  %ialking  ffiiracle*%  and 
he  used  to  lau^*  But  hour  true  it  vas!  Be 
had  everything  happen  to  hia,  but  he  bounced 
back  with  the  cmirage  that  he  8ho%fed  as  a  young 
aia»  What  helped  hia^  I  aa  sure,  to  endure 
all  the  pain,  the  pains  of  loneliness  and  then 
l^ysical  pains  that  wracked  his  body,  was  his 
great  love  of  God,  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the 
MMBt  ^^^  ^^i®  great  love  and  his  gs^at  devoticm 
to  the  Mother  of  God  under  the  title  of  ♦♦Our 
Lady  of  Guadalupe*"  13iis  he  learned  from  the 
people  he  served  and  loved,  the  Mexican  people 
in  the  Gulf  Coast  area  of  Texas*  He  saw  also 
that  great  bond  of  foaily  love  that  is  so  out- 
standing in  Mexican  fatdlies,  and  these  things 
gsve  hia  the  strength  to  go  (hx  without  the 
coapany  of  his  confreres  whoa  he  aissed  and 
his  relatives  idioa  he  aissed  so  much* 

And  so  Father  Collins  was  tested,  and  for  these 
things  I  aa  sure  he  was  confiraed  in  love,  and 


•  JCmN  F.  COLUHS  167 

\f9   can  see  it  in  the  way  he  visited  the  sick* 
Any  tine  you  needed  help  you  called  Father 
Collins.  He  was  the  catcher  of  everybody's 
troubles t  and  I  know  this  because  it  has  been 
^y  privilege  to  pr<»K>te  the  Hissicms  for  the 
past  eight  years,  and  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  being  near  Father  Collins  for  a  few  months 
every  year*  I  would  sleep  in  the  rooa  next  to 
hiSf  here  in  Sugar  Land^  and,  do  you  know  that 
I  don*t  know  of  a  ni^t  when  he  didn't  get  up 
at  least  five  times  to  get  his  breath,  sit  on 
the  side  of  his  bed  to  get  his  breath*  He  used 
to  leave  his  door  open,  because  he  needed  that 
air*  He  had  gastric  trouble,  because  of  so  many 
operations  <»!  his  stomach,  and  he  used  to  sit 
there*  He  would  go  cot  and  maybe  make  himself 
a  cup  of  coffee  and  CTtoke  a  cigarette  and  go 
back  to  bed«  But  it  was  a  regular  thing  for 
him  to  be  up,  up,  up  during  the  ni^t*  But  he 
w€is  always  full  of  pep  the  next  morning*  And 
oft^i  in  the  night  he  would  get  calls,  maybe 
just  somebody  calling  him  to  ask  for  advice,  to 
ask  for  consolaticm*  But  not  always*  Sometimes 
he  would  get  a  call  from  some  man  who  wanted  him 
to  come  and  help  him  ri^t  then,  and  I  know  there 
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were  times  \ihen  he  di(in*t  feel  strong  enoti^, 
because  he  has  been  dying  for  a  longf  long 
time*  There  %iere  times  wh^a  he  would  come  to 
ay  <ioor  and  say,  **Lee,  would  you  mind  driving 
me?"  And  I  would  a^,  "What  time  is  it?".  He 
would  say,  "2»30  oar  3»00  in  the  morning,  but  a 
MkB  wants  ae«  It*s  not  very  far*"  I  would 
say,  "He  will  still  want  y«i  in  the  morning", 
but  his  answer  was,  "If  he  wanted  me  in  the 
morning,  he*d  call  me  in  the  morning*  He  wants 
m  now*"  And  so  it  meant  getting  up  and  going 
irith  him*  He  had  said^  **It*8  not  very  far"t 
but  would  you  beliere,  60  or  70  miles  I"  That 
to  him  was  no  distance  at  all,  it  ims  a  ease 
of  ccmsoling  s<»Qeone  who  needed  him« 

That  was  his  whole  life,  that  sort  of  thing  •• 
always  going  to  people  in  need,  always  adminis-» 
tering  to  people  \itio  needed  him*  That  is  a 
mimsioner^s  life  and  he  wore  himself  out,  not 
his  spirit  but  his  body*  I  do  not  know,  but 
maybe  he  had  been  dying  for  a  long  time,  but 
I  personally  saw  his  death  approaching  ten 
mcmths  ago*  And  so,  Sunday  he  was  able  to  drag 
himself  out  of  bed  and  say  Itetss,  with  many 
pauses  and  hesitations,  and  finally  he  got 
throu^*  He  wrote  out  a  few  last  words  to  his 
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vlllt  a  few  additicHEiG  and  things  t  and  than 
lay  down  to  die»  He  was  brought  to  St*  Joseph* a 
Hospital  in  Houston*  'Qiey  carried  hin  in  and 
put  hiffi  on  the  bed;  the  chaplain  anointed  hia 
and  gave  hia  the  Sacraments ,  and  he  died*  He 
had  hoped  to  pat  off  his  death  for  another  we^ 
or  so  because  he  had  another  service  to  render 
to  man*  He  ii^s  to  preach  next  Sunday  on  the 
feast  of  Christ  the  King^  but  I  think  God  was 
telling  us  something  when  he  to<^  him  Sundajf 
It  was  Mission  Sunday* 

But  now  I  know  if  Father  Collins  could  speak 
right  now  he  would  chide  me  and  scold  me  for 
singing  his  praises «  because  he  always  said^ 
^*Vhen  I  die  I  hope  they  ask  for  prayers^'*  So 
if  you  will  permit  aOf  I  am  going  to  do  sone-* 
thing  that  I  learned  from  Father  Jcdm  Glayia 
many  years  ago*  I  am  going  to  ask  yoUt  ^hmi 
I  pause  here,  to  form  your  intenticms  with  me 
to  pray  for  the  repose  of  the  s<hi1  of  Father 
John  Francis  Collins  in  all  your  Masses  and 
your  prayers  until  he  needs  them  no  longer* 
Row,  I  know  this  thou^t  oust  come  to  some  of 
you«  *'Bat«  we  aire  doing  this  now,  three  days 
after  he  died^  while  more  than  likely  a  man 
who  suffered  like  that  for  Christ  is  already 
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in  HeAven,  and  what  about  all  the  Masses  that 
he  has  already  had  offered  for  him  and  all 
the  prayers?"  Isn't  that  a  beautiful  thought « 
because  I  can  just  see  Our  lady  of  Guadalupe 
saying  to  hia»  "John,  look  at  all  the  fruits 
of  the  Masses  that  %rere  not  needed  by  you*  I 
mm  going  to  let  you  watch  ms  pour  the  fruits 
d^m  on  this  person  here  whoB  you  prayed  for 
so  a»ch,  and  I  as  going  to  let  you  watch  mm 
give  the  fruits  of  this  Mass  to  this  faadly 
here,  and  I  an  going  to  let  you  watch  me  give 
the  faruits  of  these  Masses  to  your  fellow 
missi^daries  and  to  Felix  Collins,  your  brother, 
and  to  the  people  who  were  so  close  to  you 
and  idio  loved  you  and  prayed  for  yo^  so  isuch, 
and  for  all  these  Masses  for  your  v<mderful 
Mexican  people  whom  you  served**^ 

Gh!  s^  dear  friends,  I  could  go  on  and  menti<m 
his  oany  other  virtues*  I  could  talk  about  his 
great  faith*  I  could  give  you  exasples  of  his 
great  hope*  I  could  talk  about  his  wisdon  and 
talk  about  his  gcmmt  courage,  but  this  w<mld 
only  be  anticlisatic ,  because  all  these  virtues 
that  were  pnieticed  by  hiai  in  a  high  deg^e* 
vere   overshadowed  by  his  tresiendous  love,  because 
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he  had  walked  with  those  that  aoum  and  he 
had  conf  orted  those  that  weep  and  he  had  spent 
his  life  visiting  the  sickt  and  therefore  he 
was  confirsed  in  love* 

Bo  let  us  get  on  with  ^is  beantiful  conceit 
•brated  Hsubs  for  the  repose  of  his  soul«  and 
then  we  will  proceed  to  hary  his  brc^en  body 
as  we  ask  Qod  to  grant  eternal  rest  to  his 
loving  soul* 

tosa*  God  bless  yoa. 

"^^(SenBon  preached  by  Father  A*  ^land  Higgins 
at  the  funeral  of  Father  John  F«  Collins  in 
Stm   Anna's  Church,  Houston t  on  Wednesday , 
October  22 ,  1969.  Sermon  was  taken  down  on 
a  tape  recorder*  tSiis  copy  vas  nade  frca  the 
transcript  of  the  sermon  deposited  in  the 
general  archives  of  the  Basilian  Fathers , 
TorcMito)* 
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Ky  dear  Fathers  and  students! 
the  touch  of  solemnity  about  our  proceedings 
this  evening »  both  in  the  refectory  and  here 
in  the  churchy  is  not  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  Feast  of  the  Appariticax 
of  St*  Michael*  There  is  an  event  touch  more 
unique  to  which  attenticm  is  being  draim  to- 
day«  and  that  event  is  the  diasond  jubilee 
of  the  priesthood  of  our  beloved  Father  McBrady* 
Sixty  years  ago  he  was  ordained  ^  and  with  Joy 
in  his  heart  be^^m  that  priestly  career,  which 
has  proved  so  fruitful  and  the  end  of  which t 
thank  God,  is  not  yet  in  si|^t» 

Sixty  years  is  a  long  tiae  in  the  life  of  a 
am*  It  is  a  long  tise  in  the  history  even 
of  a  college  in  this  country*  It  is  a  very 
l<mg  time  in  the  history  of  St.  Michael^s, 
and  of  course  you  have  to  add  ten  or  sore 
years  to  that  figure  to  reach  the  number  of 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  Bobert  McBrady 
OMie  from  Whitby  to  begin  his  studies  at  St* 
Michael* s  College*  It  is  simply  incredible 
what  changes  have  taken  place  since  th«i« 
About  the  caily  thing  that  has  not  changed  is 
the  elm  tree  in  the  playgrounds ,  which  Father 
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KcBrady  telle  us  looks  the  saae  as  when  he 
first  eaae*  Everything  else»  and  particularly 
everybody  else  has  changed*  Indeed  barring 
three  or  four  priests  there  is  not  cme  of  us 
who  were  bom  when  Father  McBrady  %ias  already 
a  veteran  in  the  priesthood* 

This  wasf  however,  thou^  long  ago^  wh^i  F^^er 

a 

KcBrady  caiEie  here  as  a  student*  Like  all 
students  of  that  day  and  this,  he  saw  his 
visions  and  he  dreamed  his  dreasis*  One  of 
those  dreass  was  the  pries  tliood.  The  general 
outlines  of  that  dreara  he  saw  clearly  and 
pursued  perseveringly^  but  there  were  sany 
details  of  that  priesthood  which  he  could  not 
have  foreseen*  He  could  not  have  foreseen  that 
he  was  to  becoa»  the  greatest  pulpit  orat<»*  in 
Ontario^  l^e  ousic  of  his  voice,  and  the  clar~ 
ity  of  his  ideas,  and  the  chans  of  his  style 
flaking  hia  a  mighty  force  for  good  in  preach- 
ing the  Word  of  God.  Nor  could  he  have  fore- 
seen his  oarvellous  success  as  a  teacher  or 
the  many  generations  of  students  that  would 
come  under  his  influence,  and  go  away  with 
gratitude  in  their  hearts  for  the  inspiraticm 
he  had  giv^i  thea*  It  is  a  fact  that  he  taught 
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for  soffle  fifty  years  without  a  breaks  except 
for  a  few  Bocths  %dien  he  was  ill*  Of  course 
ve  have  been  inforsedt  and  we  smile  as  we 
recollect  it^  that  he  always  had  poor  nterial 
to  woxic  with.  Bather  I  should  say  the  good 
students  which  he  had  were  all  in  the  distant 
past*  At  least  so  he  infom^d  us  many  times* 
He  was  perhaps  a  better  teacher  than  he  vam 
prophet,  if  I  aay  venture  to  say  so*  For 
ttany  of  us  present  today  who  were  former 
students  of  his  he  predicted  a  failtire  even 
more  colossal  than  we  have  achieved  because 
we  could  not  write  Latin  according  to  his 
standards*  However,  if  we  do  not  remember 
all  that  he  taught  us  so  skilfully,  we  do  re- 
«e«ber  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  we  recall  also 
the  serry  %my  in  \^ich  it  %^s  done,  and  the 
tizae  will  never  come  in  our  lives  when  we  shall 
cease  to  quote  the  resounding  phrases  in  which 
he  told  us  the  kind  of  students  we  were  and 
the  blue  ruin  that  awaited  us* 

There  is  still  another  element  which  i^as  ex«* 
trei»ly  vague  in  Father  McErady*s  school* 
boyish  visicai  of  his  future  priesthood*  It 
was  the  place  he  was  to  occupy  in  the  hearts 
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of  his  brother-Basilians  as  the  years  rolled 
onwards,  and  especially  as  the  riper  years  of 
his  priesthood  were  reached  •  That  is  sooe*-^ 
thing  too  glorious  to  be  foreseen  by  anybody 
and  too  good  to  be  hoped  for*  When  his  bio- 
graphy coses  to  be  written  there  will  be  in 
it  nothing  ©ore  touching  than  the  devotion  to 
him  during  these  latter  years  of  his  decline 
^i  the  part  of  the  sesbers  of  the  staff  fros 
the  Superior  to  the  very  youngest  scholastic 
«  vying  with  each  other  to  show  hia  consider-* 
atioQ  and  kindness*  In  these  years  he  has 
e«ised  to  live  as  far  as  the  outside  world  is 
concerned t  though  his  naae  n^s  long  a  power  in 
that  worlds  but  he  has  not  ceased  to  live  in 
the  intimate  inner  life  of  the  College* 
Rather  he  has  entered  into  a  fuller  life^  the 
richer  life  of  the  af fecticms*  In  this  way  he 
ham  brought  a  blessing  on  the  College  and  its 
work,  and  it  is  our  fervent  prayer  that  he 
be  granted  additional  years  to  do  so* 


And  now  let  me  speak  of  a  final  feature  of 
Father  McBrady's  priesthood  which  surpassed 
his  fondest  hopes  even  in  those  early  St* 
Michael*  s  days  when  hopes  were  hi^*  It  is 
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the  length  of  years  which  God  vas  to  give  hia, 
far  beyond  the  usual  span*  Sixty  years  a 
priest I  Sixty  years  celebrating  Holy  Mass! 
Who  can  estiioate  the  good  that  he  has  done? 
Who  can  reckon  the  confessicma  heard ,  the 
Coiiwmiogis  given,  the  eermcma  preached*  the 
ferrent  priestly  prayers  sent  up  to  the  throne 
of  the  sost  High  God? 

There  is  a  Tersicle  in  the  PssIjbs  which  se^i^ 
to  describe,  even  in  the  Old  Testaoent,  what 
the  priesthood  of  the  Rew  Law  was  to  be* 
**Going  they  went,  and  wept  casting  their  seeds* 
Casing  they  cazse  with  joy,  carrying  their 
sheaves*"  13ie  priesthood  has  sany  trials t 
for  it  is  a  life  of  sacrifice,  even  if  a 
sacrifice  laade  sweet  by  the  knowledge  that  it 
is  made  for  the  love  of  God*  There  is  no 
divine  assurance  that  the  seeding  tise  will 
be  one  of  joy;  rather  the  contrary*  But 
there  is  divine  assurance  that  they  %dio  sow 
in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy*  In  the  reaping 
tiae  they  will  carry  their  sheaves*  What  are 
the  sheaves  ii^ich  Father  McBrady  carries  to- 
day? Are  they  not  the  sixty  years  of  his 
priestly  labors?  Are  they  not  filled  with 
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golden  grain  for  the  granary  of  God?  Surely 
it  is  with  confidence  that  he  can  look  for- 
ward to  the  end* 

May  the  priestly  life  of  Father  McBrady  con- 
tinue to  be  an  inspiraticm  to  the  younger 
priests  \dio  are  still  'casting  their  seed*, 
and  likewise  to  the  students  who  are  seeing 
their  Tisioois  and  dreaming  their  dreams* 

(Serscm  preached  in  St*  Basil* s  Church , 
2?oronto,  May  8,  193^  t  ta^celebrate  the 
sixtieth  anniversary  of  F  ther  Mc Brady's 
ordination*  This  sermon  fias  preached  at 
Benediction  given  by  Father  McBrady*  Trans- 
cribed f r<Hi  the  text  printed  in  the  Catholic 
Register  t  Torcaito,  May  24,  1934.  Heyisp&per 
clipping  in  the  scrapbook  of  Mr*  ViU  Moylan 
preserved  in  the  archives  of  St*  Michael»s 
College,  Toronto) 
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**I  vcmld  rather  build  J^mm  Christ  in  the 
h«art  of  youth  than  build  the  loftiest  cathed- 
rml«  Cathedrals  pass  with  tiae  but  the  heart 
of  a  youth  in  which  the  isage  of  Christ  is 
engrared  will  live  forever^" 

A  week  ago  I  was  reading  with  oy  class  the 
poem  n^ich  Catullus  wrote  on  the  occaaica  of 
the  death  of  his  brother •  He  stated  that  he 
had  travelled  over  laany  lands  and  over  oEtny 
BMLS  to  pay  these  last  obsequies  to  his  dear 
brother.  I  could  say  the  sa»e  today  and  a 
privilege  and  a  source  of  great  happiness  it 
is  for  B^  to  be  with  the  McHah<»  faaiilyt  wg^ 
confreres  and  my  friends  today  to  attend 
these  sad  funeral  rites^  I  am  grateful  to 
Father  Paul  Qlynn  for  inviting  me*  I  want 
him  to  know  that  it  is  a  privilege  which  I 
shall  always  prize* 

You  may  be  sure  that  friendship  is  the  force 
i^ich  has  brou^t  me  here*  I  am  well  aimre 
of  the  strength  of  that  force*  I  know  that 
it  is  the  most  valuable  gift  which  any  individ« 
ual  has  to  offer  another*  I  know  that  friend* 
ship  is  the  willing  of  that  which  is  good  to 
another;  it  is  the  willing  of  that  good  con«» 
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ctantly  and  the  fiimishing  of  that  good  for 
the  friend*  I  know  that  a  friend  is  (me   to 
vhoa  you  can  speak  as  to  ycairself ;  that 
friendship  makes  pleasant  esqyeriences  more 
delightful  to  yourself  and  the  friend  and 
that  sharing  adversity  cuts  the  burd«ft  in 
half.  All  these  blessings  I  have  experienced 
in  ay  friendship  with  Father  McMohon*  This 
is  the  gift  ^^fciich  he  has  so  generously  be- 
stowed on  all  of  us#  I  know  that  I  as  <sily 
<me  of  his  host  of  friends*  I  watched  the 
Xeng  proce8si<»x  of  youth  of  adolescents «  of 
middle  age  and  old  age  who  filed  past  his 
remains  yesterday*  They  all  told  the  same 
story  of  how  Father  had  touched  their  lives* 
And  this  morning  the  church  is  filled  to  over« 
flowing  with  those  for  %diom  he  had  done  good* 

Hy  personal  friendship  with  Father  McMahoa 
flowed  from  an  apostolate  in  %diich  we  were 
both  engaged  for  more  than  a  third  of  his 
priestly  years*  And  these  were  the  first 
years  of  our  priesthood*  For  many  of  those 
years  we  were  engaged  in  administration*  Father 
McKahon  was  on  the  staff*  Our  friendship  was 
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fomed  and  intensified  bj  vhat  Father  McMahon 
\mmm     He  was  a  splendid  teacher ^  %^o  gave 
hiaself  generously  to  his  students*  School- 
voxic  was  for  hi^  serious  business «  both  for 
hiaself  and  for  his  students*  He  never  wasted 
a  amsent  in  the  classroom;  he  was  a  splendid 
disciplinarian*  yet  never  harsh*  He  won  the 
respect  of  his  students  ^o  appreciated  him 
so  lauch  especially  in  the  years  which  followed 
when  they  realized  how  well  he  had  prepared 
them  for  subsequent  studies*  Our  i^hool  was 
at  that  time  in  its  infancy  and  Father  He- 
Mahon's  work  did  naich  to  win  the  reputation 
which  ttot  school  (Catholic  C«itral  High  School 
in  Detroit)  enjoys  today*  "^here  is  another 
who  helped  significantly t  I  refer  to  Father 
James  Martin*  the  present  pastor  of  St*  John 
^Hilifr^ptist  Parish  in  Amherstburg,  Ontario* 
inhere  are  present  today  others  who  enhanced 
that  reimtation:  Fathers  Wilfrid  Kehoet  Louis 
Purcell  and  Patrick  Lewis*  Since  then  he  was 
on  the  first  staff  and  princij)al  of  our  school 
in  Lethbridge*  Alberta*  and  again  he  was  on 
the  first  staff  here  at  St*  Joseph •s  High 
School* 
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His  subject  through  all  these  years  %ias 
Physics  and  the  other  related  sciences •  He 
vas  a  master  teacher  in  these  fields*  There 
are  those  who  find  contradictions  between  the 
laws  of  science  and  the  Imia   of  God  and  theol- 
ogaTt  those  who  find  c^itradictiois  between 
the  laws  of  e^olutic^  and  generation  with  the 
law  of  Grod  which  states  «-^  love  God  with  yoinr 
%diole  heart  t  mind  and  soul  and  love  your 
neighbor.  For  father  McMahcm  these  probless 
presented  no  difficulty*  He  considered 
science  and  theology  as  two  sources  of  truth 
and  truth  cannot  contradict  itself*  He  en- 
joyed teaching  those  truths  which  God  estab- 
lished  to  govern  His  imiverse*  He  ccxisidered 
all  these  laws  a  part  of  the  eternal  truth 
idiich  ffien  have  discovered  and  which  God  has 
revealed  t  tsruths  about  God^  about  man  and 
about  the  universe*  God  is  the  author  of  all 
of  thee*  Father  had  no  difficulty  loving  his 
science  and  loving  his  God  and  loving  his 
nei^bor* 

He  would  be  the  first  to  tell  you  that  a  priest 
does  only  half  the  job  if  he  teaches  coily 
Hiysics,  l^glish  or  Latin*  There  is  another 
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side  of  the  coin*  What  is  expected  of  the 
priest  has  be^i  best  expressed  for  me  by 
Francois  Mauriae*  He  was  cmce  asked  what  he 
eacpected  from  the  priest*  His  answer t 

**!  only  vant  his  to  give  me  Christ «  not  to 
speak  to  me  about  Hizs«  I  do  not  underestioK 
ate  the  fidnistry  of  the  word^  but  it  is  tnj 
persc»3al  opinion  that  y<m  wish  to  know*  For 
flte  the  efficacious  preaching  of  the  priest 
has  always  been  his  own  life*  A  good  priest 
doesn^t  have  anything  to  tell  me*  I  lock  at 
him  and  that  is  enough*  In  a  word^  %tfhat  is 
a  priest  to  me?  He  is  the  Christ*  What  do 
I  expect  and  what  do  I  received?  It  is  the 
Christ*  He  shows  me  Christ  in  his  life^  in 
his  suffering*  He  gives  me   Christ  by  his 
very  life*" 

This  is  the  way  that  Father  McMahon  gave 
testittony  to  the  Christ  in  the  classrocMS  and 
in  the  world  of  a^n,  in  the  parishes  where 
he  helped  on  Sundays*  He  preached  Christ  and 
Hia  crucified  by  his  very  life*  He  tau^t 
BflQ  to  observe  whatever  Christ  cosaanded  by 
the  exasple  of  his  own  life*  He  strove  to 
put  on  the  Christ  as  St*  Paul  urges  us  all  to 
do*  Be  to<^  St*  Paul  seriously  when  he  said: 
**Let  that  laind  be  in  you  which  was  in  Christ 
Jemis*"  He  acquired  the  aind  of  Christ  by 
■editating  his  word  through  all  the  years* 


■■ff 
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He  realized  that  his  woric  had  to  be  the  over- 
flow of  what  he  was  himself*  Hia  ambition 
WBB   to  be  so  coopletely  transf  onrted  into  the 
Christ  that  anyone  meeting  him  would  also  be 
aeetiag  the  Christ*  He  knew  that  he  had  to 
be  a  holy  man*  He  knew  that  he  had  to  lead 
a  dedicated  life  and  a  life  of  prayer*  He 
understand  that  it  was  from   the  spiritual 
powerhouse  of  prayer  that  he  imist  draw  energy 
to  be  a  public  influence  before  youth  and  be- 
fore all  sen*  Our  Lord  called  those  vhoae   He 
first  invited  to  be  apostles,  the  li^t  of 
the  v;orld^  the  malt   of  the  earth,  a  li^t  for 
the  guidance  of  sen^s  oinds  and  salt  for  their 
preservation  froia  sin*  Father  HcKahcm  knew 
that  it  is  froB  the  life  of  prayer  that  a 
priest  draws  oil  for  the  lamp  of  his  life  and 
savor  for  his  salt  and  thus  becoae  an  effective 
witness  for  Christ  assong  sen* 

Hie  way  all  this  was  accos^lished  is  described 
in  David  »s  Psalms  the  first  of  his  Psalter* 
SHe  is  like  a  tree  planted  near  running  water « 
that  yields  its  fniit  in  due  season,  and  whose 
loaves  never  fade  and  whatever  he  does  pros- 
pers*^' The  streaai  along  which  he  planted  him 
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life  Mus  th«  Congregation  of  St.  Basil.  He 
««ed  the  graces  which  were  provided.  His 
students  knew  that  they  got  more  from  hia 
than  just  Physics,  more  from  the  priest  who 
came  from  his  altar  to  his  dassroom.  There 
is  evidence  of  that  here  today.  Tou  will 
find  three  young  priests  here  i^ose  arocatioft 
was  partially  inspired  by  his  lifet-  Father 
Robert  Madden^  the  Superior  of  the  University 
of  St.  Michael's  College  in  Toronto;  Father 
John  Gaugiian  who  is  engaged  in  the  general 
•dninis  raticm  of  the  C^agregation;  Father 
Arthur  Waligore^  a  JBember  of  the  Classics 
Departeent  at  St.  Michael's •  Ihis  is  the  way 
he  did  it  in  Detroit,  in  Western  Canada  and  I 
as  sure  he  did  it  this  way  in  Ottawa.  Were 
he  to  speak  to  you  today,  he  would  tell  you 
^lat  his  religious  life  and  his  priesthood 
prepared  hi»  well  for  that  moi^nt  which  case 
at  8  s  ^5  p«s«  last  Wednesday. 

There  is  present  here  today  Father  Sdimjnd  Ke- 
Corkell,  a  former  Superior  General  of  the 
Basilian  Fathers.  I  would  like  to  say  to  bia 
that  hi©  predecessor  in  that  office.  Father 
Henry  Carr,  made  no  mistake  in  adeitting  Father 
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Vhmrd  IWIahon*  He  had  wtoh  proBlse  and  he 

fulfilled  it  in  an  extraordiiiary  way* 

The  aecompliahfflents  of  this  good  priest  Oar 
Lord  in  the  Blessed  Sacrasent  knovs  well,  hat 
let  me  sufflmarize  them* 

He  has  built  Jesus  Christ  in  the  hearts  of 
inntimerable  youth* 

He  has  gcme   to  his  classroom  every  moniing  at 
8:30  a«m*  and  he  remained  there  as  long  as 
anyone  needed  him*  And  every  moiaent  of  that 
time  he  stood  before  his  students  a  sixicere 
teacher  and  an  ezieinplary  priest*  An  admirable 
work  this  is* 

For  36  years  of  his  pzdesthood  he  celebrated 
Holy  Mass  every  morning.  He  ate  your  Flesh 
and  he  drank  your  Blood,  0  Lord*  And  I  know 
that  you,  0  Lord,  have  promised  a  fitting 
reward  far   such  a  one* 

For  6^  years  he  has  been  a  reaul  source  of 
consolation  to  his  family  who  will  miss  him 
greatly*  I  would  like  to  thank  them  today 
for  giving  their  brother  to  be  cur  brother  in 
the  priesthood* 


ii^^' 
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0  Lordt  you  know  that  he  gare  every  bit  of 
his  strength  to  his  work  in  the  priesthood* 
On  Sunday  last  he  was  appointed  to  offer  Mass 
at  St.   Elizabeth's*  His  superior  didn*t  want 
hifi  to  go  when  he  discovered  that  he  was  not 
feeling  well*  He  insisted  on  going* 

Daring  all  these  years  his  outstanding  virtue 
has  been  his  loyaltys  loyalty  to  his  studentSf 
loyalty  to  his  friends «  loyalty  to  his  rel- 
igious family «  the  Basilian  Fathers t  loyalty 
to  his  own  family «  loyalty  to  the  priesthood 
and  to  his  God* 

Lordt  Tou  have  said  that  those  who  have  in- 
structed many  unto  justice  will  shine  as  the 
stars  for  all  eternity*  We  know  that  you  will 
keep  your  word* 

This  is  not  the  message  \tt±ch  Father  HcMah<m 
would  have  me  convey  to  you  today*  He*  like 
moat  of  ust  wotild  see  onlj  his  mistakes «  his 
faults*  his  offences*  He  would  want  me  to  ask 
you  his  brother  priests,  his  students,  his 
relatives  and  friends  to  pray  for  him  that  his 
stay  in  Purgatory  may  be  short  and  that  he  may 
iomiediately  enjoy  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
whom  he  has  known,  loved  and  served  so  well* 
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Our  sincere  synpathy  goes  out  to  his  brothers 
and  their  fasdlies*  You  iiill  siiss  his  friendly 
▼isits*  Ve  ask  Our  Lord  to  comfort  you  and 
us  in  your  great  loss  and  ours*  Eternal  rest 
grant  unto  hia^  0  Lord^  and  let  eternal 
light  shine  upon  hia« 

(Sermon  preached  by  Father  Jasies  Es&^aer   in 
St*  Basil's  Churchy  Ottawa ^  tm  Satuday^  April 
Ut  1970t  at  the  funeral  Mass  for  Father 
Sdward  lfeMahon«  at  nine  o*  clock  in  the  ooming. 
l!lranscribed  from  a  xerox  copy  to  the  preacher •s 
manuscript  preserved  in  the  general  archives 
of  the  Basilian  Fathers t  Torcmto) 
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The  beautiful  gospel  just  read  was  a  recitaticm 
of  the  beatitudes  as  set  dovm  by  St.  Matthew* 
It  pres«xts  for  cmr  edification  and  consolation 
what  scripture  scholars  love  to  call  the  pro- 
clafflation  of  the  charter  of  the  kingdoa  of 
heaven*  It  is  oar  charter  and  it  is  Father 
McLau^lin*8  charter*  It  guarantees  us  in  a 
litany  oC   consoling  ways  that  the  reality  of 

husan  dependence  (m   the  love  of  the  Father 
is  oar  one  assurance  of  ultimate  salvation* 

!Ehrou^out  the  christian  ages  exegetes  like 
the  holy  Augustine,  Gregory  the  hoiailizing 
PopOf  Bede  the  Venerable ,  and  the  angelic 
doctor  1!hoiaas  Aquinas  have  explained  and  inter- 
preted these  beatitudes  according  to  the  taste 
and  understanding  of  the  ages  they  lived  in« 
the  quality  of  their  personal  genius,  and  the 
warmth  of  their  faith  and  charity*  Even 
modems,  with  their  finer  touchstones  of  tex- 
tual chriticism  and  literary  fona,  as  evid- 
enced in  the  impressive  woric  of  Louvain's 
Jacques  Dupont,  still  caress  and  lovingly  ex- 
pound the  beatitudes  uttered  in  whatever  way 
by  Jesus  %^ether  cm  the  mount  or  on  the  plain* 
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Explanatioos  and  exeg^aes  of  the  beatitudes » 
▼arying  as  they  do  from  age  to  age  and  from 
Christian  to  Christian,  all  conciir  on  one 
point  I  the  spirit  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
whatever  else  it  is,  is  a  new  spirit,  and  a 
▼enturescffle  one.  Sie  formlaie  words  of  Jesos, 
which  occur  many  times  throughout  the  fifth 
Chapter  of  Matthew  —  you  have  learnt  how  it 
%«as  said  «•••••  Imt  I  say  this  to  yon  — »  moke 
it  abundantly  cleeur  that  the  mark  of  the  king- 
dom is  the  constantly  recurring  awareness 
that  something  new  is  taking  place.  The  Chris- 
tian experiences,  time  and  time  again,  new  and 
unexpected  recognitions;  he  is  constantly  be- 
eofldng  aware  of  the  infinitely  wondrous  and 
varied  manifestaticms  of  God*  The  Christian's 
very  vocabulary,  cos^osed  as  it  is  of  words 
like  eonversicm,  dedication,  conmiitment,  re- 
formation, repentance,  yes  even  of  more  fashion* 
able  words  like  confr<aitation,  involvement, 
and  sens  of  relevance,  reflects  such  awareness 
and  such  awakenings*  The  Christian,  filled 
with  the  excitement  of  the  epiphany  of  God  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  ever  on  the  point  of  some  new 
adventure  in  %^ich  to  serve  God  for  the  good 
of 
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The  life  of  Ter«iee  McLau^lin,  like  that  of 
his  fellov  Christians,  vas  a  succession  of 
such  avarenesses  associated  as  they  are  with 
the  reception  of  the  various  sacras^its  and 
with  the  noroal  process  of  living  with  God. 
Bat  he  had,  it  seess  to  me^   sore  than  a  coflK 
mon  share  of  unique  experiences  in  Christian 
living,  and  it  is  these  especially  ii^iich  I 
want  to  s^ititm  as  we  pay  together  our  last 
respects  this  Boming* 

First  among  these  was  his  receiving  froa  his 
superiors  and  advisors  an  invitation  to  give 
hiaself  to  lifelong  research  in  medieval  law* 
The  situation  evoking  the  invitatirai  was  that 
conjunction  of  circumstances  which,  in  the 
late  1920* 8,  produced  the  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Studies*  When  the  tmsual  invitation  was  put  to 
McLau^lin,  the  Institute  was  just  getting 
under  way  and  was  still  an  anoisalous  kind  of 
institution  —  a  sort  of  COTproadse  between 
the  expansive  vision  of  Gdlson,  Phelan  and  the 
Basilians  of  St.  Michael's  and  the  restricted 
facilities  available  in  terms  of  men  and  money. 
The  project  %#as  daring,  demanding,  selfless; 
but  it  was  also  new.  Christian  and  outward 
oriented.  Several  young  Basilians,  George  B. 
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Flabiff  t  Vincent  Kennedy «  Alex  Denoi^y  and 
Beginald  0*Donnell,  In  addition  of  course  to 
Terence  McLau^lint  coisfidtted  thexBselves  to 
it  as  their  vay  of  hearing  the  call  of  Jesus 
to  the  ne%me86  of  life  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

jffcLaug^lin  spent  the  next  fire  years  in  Str8u^• 
bourg  and  Paris  becoadn^^  as  proficient  in 
laedierval  lav  as  his  own  talents  and  laboiir6« 
and  the  coapetent  guidance  of  the  distinguished 
jurist  Qabriel  Le3ra6,  could  make  hin»  Qy  1935 
McLaui^lin  had  beccHse  an  authority  on  early 
wonastic  law  (the  area  of  his  thesis)  <m   the 
inethodology  of  early  juridical  studies,  on 
the  editing  of  legal  texts,  and  on  certain 
special  probless,  notably  the  history  of  usury ^ 
the  nature  of  the  marriage  bond,  and  the  gen* 
esia  of  rules  for  living  in  ecclesiastical 
coromunity* 

In  1935  Father  McLau^ilin  Joined  the  faculty 
of  the  Institute  undertaking  to  conduct  and 
publish  research,  to  train  students  lAio  case 
to  hia  for  instruction,  and  to  serve  in  an 
applied  capacity  on  such  tribunals  and  legal 
cosBittees  as  might  be  useful  to  church,  order. 
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or  university*  From  1935  to  I968  as  professor « 
and  since  I968  as  professor  emeritus «  he  has 
been  fsdthful  to  these  cosmitaents,  taking  his 
place  among  the  vorld's  top  scholars*  On  this 
morning *s  occasion «  %fhich  is  both  sad  and 
happy,  I  render  him  cm  behalf  of  his  colleagues 
and  students  past  and  present «  public  expression 
of  deep  and  enduring  respect  and  gratitude* 
And  I  render  him  a  further  vord  of  ccmfpratul* 
ation  on  his  seeinfff  as  a  newly  ordained  priest 
back  in  1930 1  that  Christianity's  new  spirit 
v^ere  he  was  concerned,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
selfless  acceptance  of  positive  leadership  by 
imagindtive,  courageous,  and  scholarly  adfflin«- 
istrators. 

'She  seccHid  of  Father  McLaughlin's  unique  exp^r^ 
iences  in  Christian  living  eaae  in  19^  when 
his  religious  superiors,  in  a  situation  of  ur- 
gency produced  by  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II, 
requested  him  to  accept  the  superiorship  and 
presidency  of  St*  Michael's  College.  His  pres- 
idency of  the  college  between  19^  and  19^6  was, 
in  terms  of  frustrating  handicaps,  unmatched 
by  that  of  any  other  presidency  in  the  loaig 
history  of  St*  Michael's*  Particularly  was  it 
■arked  by  the  following  crises:  first,  the  higji 
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school  dlTision  (then  on  Bay  Street)  expanded 
60  unpredictably  and  so  rapidly  because  Cath* 
ollc  boys  from  all  cner   the  province  wanted 
in  imprecedented  nuabers  to  obtain  university 
entrance,  that  a  decision  had  to  be  made  to 
Bove  the  hi^  school  to  another  site,  a  decisicm 
f  onoally  made  by  McLau^lin  and  his  Council 
during  19^;  secondlyi  and  somewhat  paradoX'* 
ically,  because  of  the  iiar,  the  college  divisicm 
was  in  decline,  graduating  only  l6  laymen  in 
19^5  in  contrast  with  55  ia  19^.  noar^over^ 
the  government  was  contemplating  at  the  time 
closing  down  all  faculties  of  artst  ^^^  ^** 
thou^  it  did  not  do  so,  only  students  who  ob» 
tained  high  averages  were  aillowed  to  remEdn  in 
college.  The  high  scliool  it  seemed  had  to  be 
moved  a%iay  at  a  moment  when  the  very  future  of 
the  arts  college  was  imperilled* 

These  were  trying  and  discouraging  times  in 
which  to  conduct  an   instituticm  like  St.  Mich* 
ael*s,  and  Father  HeLaughlin  with  his  faith  in 
God  and  his  conviction  in  the  essential  valid- 
ity of  liberal  learning,  along  with  his  grit, 
stability,  and  if  you  will  permit  the  word, 
stubbomesst  was  the  ri^t  man  for  the  job. 
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He  was  not  the  kind  to  retreat  froa  a  bleak 
prospect,  nor  one  to  hesitate  to  search  for 
alternatives  to  a  threatened  apostolate*  He 
tried  quite  a  tmaber  of  unusual  expedients 
v#hich  raany  of  you  might  not  think  character- 
istic of  him*  1^  demcnsj^ated,  for  exasplot 
in  practical  acticn  that  a  small  arts  college 
eren  in  wartiiee  could  aerv^  a  harassed  govern- 
oent  by  collaborating  with  it*  He  established^ 
accordinly,  military  training  in  both  higji 
school  and  college.  He  sent  students  to  Sas- 
katchewan to  harvest  wheat*  He  saw  to  it  that 
students  who  were  trying  to  bypass  govemiaent 
regulations  were  scrupulously  weeded  out.  Be 
desoQstratedt  a^sdn^   that  his  prof  essoin  not 
enly  idiould  but  could,  in  spite  of  curtailed 
enrolaent,  be  kept  active  and  their  morale 
saved,  by  finding  the©  students  to  teach  by 
the  unlikliest  devices*  He  imported,  for  ex- 
ample, a  group  of  Benedictine  clerics  from  Hew 
IbuBpshire;  he  canvassed  for  possible  students 
in  every  cranny  of  the   province;  he  accepted 
part-time  chaplaincies  and  instructorships  in 
training  schools,  enlistment  centres  and  con- 
valescent hospitals;  he  op^ied  in  19^3  &  Summer 
School  of  Catholic  Thou^t*  Also  during  these 
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jearSf  when  college  athletics  naturally  de«- 
clined,  he  encouraged  the  deyelopaent  of  aosic 
and  drama*  and  he  broke  %d.th  longstanding  col- 
lege policy  by  opening  to  vooen  facilities  and 
services  long  closed  to  theis  on  what  had  hither- 
to been  a  largely  sale  campus*  The  battle  with 
the  tiaes  was  not  McLaug^in*8  alone  to  conduct: 
he  had  stalwart  administrators  around  hia  be- 
cause he  was  the  kind  of  man  men  would  work 
for  —  Basil  Sullivan  his  registrar «  Viator 
}lclntyre  his  principal «  T.A*  MacDcnaldt  his 
bursar*  and  Joseph  O^Donnell  his  director  of 
student  activities.  McLau£^lin  leaned  heavily 
on  all  of  them*  gave  them  a  free  hand  in  their 
area  of  cdspet^tice;  but  ruled  every  one  of  them 
with  a  strong  hand*  as  the  tines  seemed  to 


McLaughlin* 8  presidency  ended  cm  a  loore  relaxed 
note.  Hostilities  on  the  Soropean  front  ended 
during  19^5  and  in  March  19^6  the  first  veteran 
stud^its  were  received  into  the  college*  The 
veterans  came  just  before  McLau^lin  completed 
his  term  of  office.  He  was  the  hard*  hcmest* 
knowledgeable  kind  of  man  whom  they  could  resist 
and  respect  I  and  they  were  (althougji  he  tired 
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to  hide  it)  men  after  his  oim  heart*  Their 
coning  aade  it  possible  for  him^   on  relinquish* 
ing  office  in  19^  to  retttm  to  his  research 
in  sedieyal  lav  with  an  added  sense  of  both 
perscmal  and  institutional  fulfilm^it* 

Father  McLaughlin's  third  experience  with  the 
new  spirit  of  Christianity  caoie  in  the  editing 
^^  Mediaeval  Studies  vtleh  he  undertook  in 
1962  and  continued  until  the  day  of  his  death* 
Not  many  Canadians  have  had  the  experience  of 
editing  a  desianding  intemati(mal  and  severely 
scholarly  journal*  and  very  few  Canadian  schol- 
ars have  possessed  the  combination  of  judgment  * 
*^*r*giiifiowledge *  patience,  painstaking  attenticait  and 
tact  absolutely  essential  for  such  a  task* 
Mediaeval  Studies  was  a  great  journal  before 
McLau^lin  took  it  over*  &der  his  it  renained 
ereat  but  beeaa^t  as  well*  orderly*  contained* 
and  punctual  in  a  sense  not  before  achieved* 
McLau^lin*s  colleagues  have  followed  with 
satisfaction,  and  with  soae  asBsesent  too  be« 
cause  of  its  predictability,  his  determined 
policy  to  advance  the  date  of  the  annual  pub* 
licaticm  idiich  had  always  been  late*  soiBetiaes 
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as  late  as  Karch  of  the  succeeding  year*  He 
adTanced  the  date  first  to  November  (to  avoid « 
as  he  saidt  the  Christoas  rush}*  then  to  Oc- 
tober, and  finally  into  June  of  the  x>receding 
acadendc  year  \ihere  he  had  always  wanted  it« 
Vith  equal  satisfaction  his  colleagues  %fatched 
him  almost  single-handedly  index  the  first 
turenty  five  volumes  of  the  series,  and  then  set 
up  a  continuing  index,  a  model  of  its  kind* 

A  number  of  ^laracteristic  qualities  remain  as 
mMBories  with  us  whom  Terence  McLaughlin  leaves 
behind*  We  know  and  appreciate  his  great  love 
for  Rome,  a  love  he  cultivated  for  ever  so  many 
reasons:  because  Home  is  a  source  of  vrestem 
law;  because  it  is  the  home  of  the  popes,  to 
i&om,  he  has  always  been  vitally  and  aggressively 
attached;  because  it  is  a  city  %^ich  it  is  so 
rewarding  to  explore*  The  list  of  people  \thom 
Father  McLaughlin  has  introduced  to  Rome,  dis- 
closing to  them  the  city^s  warmth  and  affection, 
is  larger  than  ve  shall  ever  know*  This  unusual 
side  of  one  we  otherwise  think  of  as  a  severe 
and  even  forbidding  scholar  developmed  from  a 
special  community  appointment  of  the  Basilian 
chapter  of  19^2  which  elected  him  to  the  curial 
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office  of  procurator  general.  Folloidaig  his 
term  as  president  of  St*  Michael's  he  began 
to  reside  in  Rome  for  a  part  of  each  yeart 
continuing  to  do  so  alnost  annually  until 
1960*  It  lias  in  Rone  — *  and  en  the  Queen 
Mary  and  the  Queen  Elisabeth  — •  that,  he  %frote 
most  of  <me  of  his  most  is^rtant  bocks  The 
Sufflpa  Parisiensis  on  the  Deere  turn  Gratiani» 

It  viU  be  no  more  than  just  if  in  Basilian 
aemori—  McLaughlin  and  Borne   remain  convert- 
ible terms* 

)telaughlin  will  be  remembered  by  his  confreres 
for  his  attachment  to  his  religious  house*  He 
lifts  always  at  home^   and  he  ws  imm^isely  con- 
tent to  be  there*  Be  iias  a  msm  with  a  stem 
exterior  but  with  a  real  and  friendly  sense 
of  humour  who  made  it  a  point  to  pass  on  the 
ri^t  little  Joke  to  the  ri^t  people*  He  was 
a  man  whose  opinion  was  always  respected  be- 
cause it  was  usually  so  fri^teninglyt  eren 
annoyingly  ri^t*  It  is  said*  and  I  think 
truly,  that  during  the  sixteen  years  he  served 
as  one  of  three  judges  on  the  archdiocesan 
regional  tribunal,  he  nerer  had  a  judgment 
reversed  by  a  higher  court*  When  he  judged 
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vith  the  najoritj  the  deeislGKi  etood;  vhoa 
his  was  the  minority  opinion  t  the  case  was 
invariably  thro%m  out*  He  was  a  good  lawyer » 
and  a  good  judge,  but  not  a  legalist  in  the 
contemporary  derogatory  sense  of  the  word* 
He  loved  lav  too  much  for  that* 

Let  me  say  a  word  of  gratitude  to  Father  Mc- 
Laughlin's family,  not  only  for  coming  to  his 
funeral  and  for  sharing  our  grief,  but  for 
their  life-lcaig  gift  of  so  fine  a  relative 
to  so  unique  a  service  of  God« 

Let  me  close  these  remarks  by  returning  to  the 
scriptural  readings  of  the  funeral  Mass*  I 
used  the  theme  of  the  continuing  newness  of 
the  Christian  experience  as  found  in  the  beati- 
tudes to  share  with  you  reflections  en  the  ex<» 
wiwintng^jlraordinarily  contemporary  and  timely  aspects 
of  the  lir«^  of  erzn  a  medieval  scholar*  I 
should  like  to  conclude  by  adapting  for  yon 
the  op^oing  sentence  of  the  particularily 
appropriate  first  reading  %^ch  was  selected 
from  the  fourth  chapter  of  Deuteronooys  ''And 
noWf  McLaughlin «  because  you  have  taken  notice 
of  the  laws  and  customs  and  observed  them,  nay 
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70a  hare   life«  and  may  yoa  enter  and  take 
prnmBBslaa   of  the  land  of  lahveh  which  the 
God  of  your  fathers  is  giving  you.'* 

(Seraon  preached  by  Father  Laiirence  Shook  at 
the  Funeral  of  Father  Terence  McLaughlin  in 
St.  Basil  •sChurch,  TorcmtOt  on  Friday ^ 
SepteiA>er  I8,  1970*  at  10:00  a.m.  Transcribed 
froB  the  preacher *8  manuscript*) 


